ROMANS 8:26-32                    =COOKIES,  PIES,  AND  CAKES=                             PRAY
ILL: Thanksgiving cooking - turkey, pies, cakes, cookies, jello...  Recipes call for a lot of bitter ingredients - not too tasty if eaten by themselves:  pure butter, spices, baking powder / soda, brown sugar, vegetable shortening, flour, raw eggs, vanilla.  How can these make food taste so good?  Know true - tried!   ILL: Same true in life - bitter things mixed with good / work together as eggs, flour... in a bowl!

TS: STATEMENTS:

I.  THE  BITTER  INGREDIENTS  ARE  NECESSARY
 A. If you don't have them, food - cookies... don't turn out right.

 B.  Same is true in life!  ILL: Subaru car in shop for same thing;  sick;  laid off...

 C. Must have bitter ingredients or life won't turn out right.

II.  IT  TAKES  TIME  TO  GET  THE  INGREDIENTS  MIXED
 A. Mom baking - done yet?  (1st bowl out).  Time to eat yet?

 B. Modern - slice and bake - want it now!  ILL: Pop and fresh?  Takes time to bake fresh and

      homemade!

III.  SO  BE  PATIENT  WHILE  GOD  IS  MIXING
 A. Acts 16:16-25;  Rom. 5:5;  II Cor. 7:4;  Pr. 3:5,6.

 B. Don't get bitter, OK to ask "Why?"  Be patient!

IV.  GOD,  THE  MASTER  CHEF,  KNOWS  WHAT  HE'S  DOING
 A. Mom - stick finger in bowl, "You know what your doing?" 

 B. Job - "Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him."

 C. Life - mixing bowl, beating you to death, plop - egg!  plop!

V.  GOD  HAS  A  PURPOSE
 A. Following a recipe!  Making something good!  

 B. We, like disciples, don't understand, "Don't go to cross..."

 C. We try to stop the bitter ingredients too - not turn out!

VI.  ONE  DAY  WE  WILL  UNDERSTAND
 A. Eat cookies, turkey..., "Oh, now I understand!"

 B. Heaven - all cookies and cakes!

 C. Now - mixing time!  About over - Rev. 1:3;  22:10, 20.

VII.  STATEMENTS
 A. Bitter things will come - loss, accidents, failures...

 B. Devil will try to use these to discourage you - use people...

 C. Won't if remember:  THAT  BITTER  THING  " IS  AN  INGREDIENT! "
 D. Remember - God is mixing up a batch of cookies... for you - Text  (Rom. 8:28)

 E. Bitter things - are ingredients - opportunities to prove love God;  that your love for Him not

      based on circumstances.

VIII.  QUESTIONS
 A. Mad at God?  Bitter over a bitter ingredient?  

 B. God is mixing - will you trust Him as He mixes?

 C. Saved?  Can't change recipe - death, burial, ress - believe religion changes, not turn out right,

      end up in hell.

