= THANKSGIVING = 

“In everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”

                                                   I Thessalonians 5:18

I.  EVERYTHING

1. Good things - easy to do this!

2.  Bad things - the Christian life is not easy or everyone who calls

     themselves Christians would be living it!

   a) flat tire - any car trouble, hot water heater, etc.!

   b) when you experience failures - disappoints self/others!

   c) when others to bad to you - Christian = “Father forgive them…”

II.  THIS

1. Whatever is taking place in your life right now - regardless!

   a) things, circumstances, situations, people, etc.

III.  THE WILL OF GOD

1. God has a will, plan, reason, and purpose for everything!

2. We cannot understand Him - He is infinite = no boundaries!
“O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!”  Romans 11:33!

   a) God is a Trinity = 3 in 1 and 1 in 3 - and the 1 in the middle died for me!  Humans cannot understand how great God is!
3. God thanks in the eternal and we think in the temporary!

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord.”  Isaiah 55:8!

4. God allows things to happen for specific reasons!

   a) To give us opportunity to lay up treasures in heaven = what the Christian life is all about!  Not to get you saved or keep you saved - bud to give you opportunities and ways to earn rewards!

   b) To bring believers into contact with the lost!  They must hear!

“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”  Romans 10:17!

IV.  IN  CHRIST  JESUS

1. Jesus loves you - believe that?  Where does it say that in the

    Bible?  John 3:16---( Galatians 2:20!

   a) if we could even begin to understand this - there is no depth to

       His love = limitless!

   b) this is why and is easy to obey this commanded!

   c) this is why Paul said Romans 8:28, Content with all!

   d) this is why Job said, “Though he slay me…”
V.  CONCERNING  YOU  =  Personal

1. Salvation - “Ye must be born again.”  John 3:7, Romans 10:13, Ephesians 2:8, 9!

2. Soul winning - Mark 16:15!

3. The Bible is a personal love letter from God to you!


VI.  BECAUSE  WE  ARE  HIS  CHILDREN

1. We should thank Him for things He has given to us!

2. We should thank Him for people He has put in our lives!

3. We should thank Him for our good health that we enjoy!

   a) we have more to thank Him for that most people!

4. We should thank Him for our country that we lived in!

5. We should thank Him for our salvation - many do not understand the truth about Jesus and the cross!
a) sin is eternal and requires eternal punishment! b) Jesus made an eternal sacrifice for our eternal sin! c) He will wash away our sin with His blood if we ask Him!
