Who Are the Simple?

Psalms 19: 7-9, Proverbs 1: 1-4

The Book of Proverbs Is Based on the Simple One arriving at one of two destinations -WISDOM, which Proverbs calls the principal thing - the chiefest of a simple one is choices.  The words principal thing also mean firstfruits.

2.  FOOLISHNESS - a person cannot choose both - cannot be a wise fool!

= THE SIMPLE ONE DOES NOT ARRIVE AT WISDOM WITHOUT THE HELP OF A GUIDE!

The guide for simplicity to get to wisdom is PRUDENCE!  = a wise guide - someone who knows how to make a path to wisdom!

= THE SIMPLE ONE CANNOT GET FROM SIMPLICITY TO FOOLISHNESS WITHOUT ANY OTHER GUIDE, WHO IS CALLED A SCORNER!

TS:  the Bible gives several characteristics and definitions of what a simple person is.

1.  The simple one is naïve = a blank piece of paper; no real direction; he lacks knowledge based on life experiences.  He simply has not live long enough to make any deductions.  He does not make good judgments and lacks discernment.  He is not experienced.  Available = lots of room to write on available.  The older they get = the last room they have to write on.  A blank piece of paper can be written on!

2.  The simple one is gullible and vulnerable - Proverbs 14:15= they believe every word!

Romans 16:18 - they are deceived by smooth words.  If someone claims to be an expert = the simple one will fall for this line!  Easily enticed, easily flattered, easily persuaded!  Complement a young person = they become putty in your hands!  Easily succumbs to flattery.  On the simple ones blank piece of paper there are almost no boundaries or restrictions.

3.  The simple one is on skillful in war - spiritual warfare!  They do not possess the knowledge to defend themselves - Ephesians 6:11.  They have no idea about the spiritual armor of the Lord.  Since they do not know how to fight temptation, they succumb to it.  Don't know how to battle, they do not use wisely the weapons of warfare - shield of faith - have to use the promises of God to protect them.  They do not know how to fight back so they just take it.

4.  The simple one lacks sound decision making principles - they do not know how to make a decision.  The job of parents is about to make decisions for their teenagers, but to teach them how to make decisions!  A wise person does not have to make many decisions.  He has learned that principles make the decisions for him!  Whom should I date?  Should I date this one?  Let principles make choices for me!  Are they saved?  Principal - 2 Corinthians 6:14 = principle makes decision for you!  Proverbs 24:27 - what does God want you to be?  Your wife is supposed to help you succeed at your calling in life - how can she if you do not know your calling?

5.  The simple one lacks practical understanding.  They lack sound leadership!  They have no practical skills - balancing a checkbook, changing a tire, cook simple meal, etc.

We must train our children the act of decision making with practical skills!

6.  The simple one lacks discretion - Proverbs 14:15.  They do not have the ability to recognize the different makes of wrong.  The great curse of Christianity is the inability to take a principle and apply to a multitude of situations.  Christian music, etc.

7.  The simple one possesses curiosity without discernment - Proverbs 7:7 - void of understanding.  Young man = young of mind, adult of body.  He does not use discernment; he does not think clearly.  He just wanted to check out the wrong - not looking for trouble.  The problem with the simple one is that he does not think.  Have no intention of getting into trouble.  Proverbs 7:23-27, no intention of going to hell.  He gave no thought to the possibility of catching a communicable disease.  A distinct characteristic of the simple person is curiosity without discernment or discretion!

8.  The simple one does not at the ability to discern between many options - Pr.  9: 4-6.  The multiple translations of the Bible - the devil does not have one choice - he wants any choice but God's!  When went to confuse simple ones is to get them too many options!  The prudent leader offers few options and makes them very right or very wrong.  Make it very clear!  I simple do not need shades of gray.  They need black-and-white!  They cannot discern between the options.  Discern = to discern between the shades of color.   Scorners mock authority magnifying the differences in the leaders.  Prudent provide one authority for the simple ones to follow = parents should agree with each other when they do not agree with each other!  Leaders should be on the same page!

9.  The simple one is shortsighted - Proverbs 22: 3, 27: 12 - they desire immediate gratification.  They live for this moment only.  Characteristic - inability to take a long look and see where his decision will take him.  They follow immediate pleasure.  Fun?  The road paved with fun usually ends in misery!

