Freedom Baptist Church                                                                                        by William Boyd

Sunday School Lesson                                                                                                             Pastor

=WOMEN  OF  THE  BIBLE=

Elijah's Widow Woman

AIM: To teach my class the story of Elijah and the widow woman, and to show them that they get things from God by faith.

POINT OF CONTACT: As the class is turning to - I Kings 17:1-9, ask them if they remember what man was fed by a bird and what kind of a bird.  A raven is like a buzzard - they eat dead things!  Imagine how glad Elijah was to get some of "grandma's" cooking!

I.  ELIJAH  WAS  GOING  THROUGH  ROUGH  TIMES
 A. It's not always easy to serve God or be a Christian!

 B. Sometimes it is God's will that we go through the rough times

 C. God has a purpose for them, but they don't last for ever!

II.  THE  WIDOW  WAS  HAVING  IT  ROUGH  AS  WELL
 A. Her husband had died - life's companion, provider, protector.

 B. She had to support herself - no Social Security, retirement.


1. She had to work and provide for herself - I Kings 17:10.

 C. There was a famine in the land - no rain for 3 years!


1. Probably had little water to give - why he asked - little.


2. When called fire - 12 barrels, probably all any where!


3. She had a lot to worry about, causes depression, sickness.

 D. She had a son to raise alone - no father, role model... 

 E. She had no modern conveniences, family, chirch, pastor to call!

 F. She was just about out of food - 17:11,12.


1. Elijah didn't ask for much - "...morsel of bread..."

2. Only had a handful of meal, little oil - wont make a cake.


3. Only needed 2 sticks - small fire to cook.


4. Die of starvation, not because she was a bad cook.

 G. Why did she mention God in - :12.

III.  SHE  WAS  DOUBTING  GOD
 A. Circumstances were causing her to doubt God, His love...

 B. Living by faith is living without seeing, knowing where you  next meal is coming from...


1. If God took care of her, why are you worried?

 C. Faith is depending on God - Heb. 11:6.


1. Can't please God depending on SS, welfare, others - idols.


2. This holds in any verse - ILL:  Eph. 2:8,9.

 D. Faith is believing God will do what He says - Mt. 6:26-30.

IV.  GOD  WANTS  TO  BE  FIRST  -  I Kings 17:13
 A. God makes this promise in - 17:14;  Mt. 6:33;  Mal. 3:10.

 B. God wants His time, love, attention, affection - very jealous if He does not get it 

      and someone else does!  

 C. God wants to be the center of all activities; He wants all we do to be pleasing to Him.

 D. Following God's Word gives Him opportunity to build your 

      faith, to prove Himself to you - 17:15,16.

V.  FAITH  WILL  BE  PUT  TO  THE  TEST  -  17:17,18
 A. Each situation is an opportunity to exercise faith.

 B. Exercising faith builds faith - ILL: Abraham.

 C. Bad circumstances should be times of self examination - 17:18.

    1. Has something caused this to happen?

    2. Is God punishing me for something I've done?

    3. Is this a trial, to build my faith?

VI.  A  TRUE  MAN  OF  GOD  -  17:24
 A. Will know the Word and tell others what God says - 17:16.

 B. People will feel convicted by his life - 17:18.

 C. He will know what to do in a crisis - 17:19.

 D. He knows how to get a hold of God - :20.

    1. He will not be or claim to be perfect.

    2. He won't be having trouble with sin - Satan and temptation yes, but not giving in and being

        defeated by either.    3. Sometimes he will be emotional in times of a crisis.

 E. He will go to God on behalf of others - :21.

    1. He will be specific in his prayers.    2. He won't spend much time praying for himself.

 F. He will get his prayers answered - :22;  James 5:17,18.

    1. God will answer his prayers - God knows if there are any sins hindering his prayers -

         Isa. 59:1,2;  Pr. 15:3.

 G. God uses him to do great things - :23.

    1. God is still in the miracle working business.

    2. God is only hindered by the people He works through.

    3. God does not perform miracles so His man can become rich.

VII.  CONCLUSION
 A. God uses widows in His work.

 B. God's men need and depend greatly on widows.

    1. There are probably no greater prayer warriors than widows.

      a) God and preachers can move mountains with their prayers!

      b) Satan trembles at their prayers - will try to defeat discourage, depress, make feel useless...

    2. There are few, if any, greater cooks.
3. They have wisdom that even PhD's don't have!

 C. God greatly depends on widows to get His work done.

    1. Preachers can't do it alone - not as able as they think.

    2. They can do what others can't - influence, pray, witness.

      a) Still faithful, even after what they've been through.

      b) They preach a sermon every time they come to ch: I CAN BE FAITHFUL, SO CAN YOU

    3. The Holy Spirit uses them to encourage, convict...

 D. People God used in greatest ways are people who have been through fires - loss of loved ones
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