Freedom Baptist Church                                                                                        by William Boyd

Sunday School Lesson                                                                                                             Pastor

=WOMEN  OF  THE  BIBLE=
Esther

AIM:  To teach my class that God has a purpose for their life and that He allows circumstances to bring about that purpose.

POINT  OF  CONTACT:  In the Bible, a king was looking for a queen and had a beauty contest in order to find one.  The winner for the contest was Esther.

I.  THINGS  ABOUT  THE  CONTESTANTS
 A. They had to be virgins - Esther 2:1-4.


1. All men want to marry virgins - "...the marrying kind..."
 
2. Being clean and pure pleased the king and pleases Thee King!

 
3. Esther was a virgin.



a) had she not been, she could not of been queen.



b) God could not of used her in such a great way either.



c) ILL: Mary, Jesus' mother!

 B. They had to be young - :2.


1. God uses young people - lives not complicated yet, bold, zealous, energetic, have great

                influence.   ILL: earrings...

 C. They had to be fair - looks, clean, dress proper... :2.

 D. They had to have a desire to please the king - :4.


1. People do what they want to do.


2. They will please King Jesus if they want to and if they don't, you can't force them.


3. They chose those who already wanted to please the king.

II.  THINGS  ABOUT  ESTHER
 A. Her names means, "star."
 
1. Be a star for God, not the world.!


2. Brighten the corner where you are!

 B. She was an orphan - Esther 2:7.


1. Sometimes people wish their parents were dead - think!


2. God allows things for a reason - Isa. 55:8;  Rom. 8:28.


3. Circumstances can make you bitter or better!


4. When "bad" happens, trust God to work it out and until then!

 C. Her cousin took care of her - thank God you have somebody!


1. Develop family ties and care for those in our families!


2. Send birthday cards, holiday cards, call, write, pictures.

 D. She was preferred by the keeper of the women - 2:8,9.


1. Attitude - nothing does more than a pleasant personality

                and a smile for beauty - looks without it mean nothing!

 E. She was obedient to Mordecai - 2:10,20.


1. She had been obedient from childhood - Leticia will have

                no regrets as an adult, "I wish I treated Mom and Dad better..."
 
2. Because she obeyed as an adult, an entire nation was saved from being assassinated!

 F. She didn't try to impress with what she wasn't - 2:15.


1. Being real - not fake...  not an excuse for / to sin!

 G. She was crowned queen - 2:17.

III.  PURITY  OPENS  OPPORTUNITIES
 A. God is able to use a clean vessel better.

 B. With opportunity comes responsibility - Lk. 12:48

1. Position means influence - must set right example...


2. God and people expect more of you now.

 C. With responsibility comes accountability - Luke 16:1,2

1. You will have to answer to God for how you used what He has given to you.

 D. Be someone God can depend on and use for His glory!

IV.  VALLEYS  AFTER  THE  MOUNTAINS  -  4:1-7
 A. There was a plan to kill the Jews and Esther and Mord. were Jews.

 B. God is still on the throne in the valleys - Daniel, SMA...

 C. Valleys will come - tough it out until the next mountain!

V.  YOUR  PURPOSE  IN  LIFE  -  4:8-14
 A. God has taught you, trained you, disciplined you...

 B. He has allowed circumstances for a reason - get you ready for

      your one, big performance / hour / reason for creation.

 C. God has a special assignment for you that only you can do!


1. He has trained you, set up CC, now comes performance time.

 D. Don't miss God's purpose for your life!
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