Freedom Baptist Church                                                                                        by William Boyd

Sunday School Lesson                                                                                                             Pastor

=WOMEN  OF  THE  BIBLE=

Vashti

AIM: To teach my class standards and convictions of dressing right and proper behavior around the opposite sex;  to show the costs involved of living right.

POINT OF CONTACT: (V.A.S.H.T.I.  -  T.I.S.H.A.)  Summarize the book of Esther so that the class will understand chapter 1.  Ahasuerus was a wicked king who threw a big banquet and drunken party.  He invited the queen, Vashti, to show off her beauty, but she refused to come.  As a result, she lost her position and Esther was chosen to replace her.  

I.  KING  AHASUERUS  -  Esther 1:1
 A. He ruled over 127 cities.

 B. He was responsible to set the right example, train others, set and enforce rules...

 C. He was accountable to God - Luke 12:48, 16:1,2.

II.  MEN  HAVE  EGO  PROBLEMS  -  1:2-4
 A. An ego is pride - they want to be important, the best, the strongest...  

 B. They crave feminine attention and approval and admiration of their peers.

 C. One of a wife's duties is to satisfy her husband's ego.  The devil can and will tempt him if she

      doesn't.

III.  FELLOWSHIP  -  1:5,6
 A. Everyone needs fellowship.

 B. Dangers in unplanned and unscheduled fellowship.


1. Leads straight to sin!


2. Wrong crowd + Wrong places = wrong actions!


3. You cannot be around the wrong crowd and be unaffected.

IV.  DRINKING  ALCOHOLIC  BEVERAGES  -  1:7,8
 A. Commandment - Lv. 10:9,10;  Pr. 23:31,32 - store, TV...

 B. Sin to break this commandment - I John 3:4.

 C. Truly saved people don't drink - I Cor. 6:9-11.

 D. It affects part of brain where you uphold standards - 1:9-11.

V.  STANDARDS  -  1:12
 A. Standards are boundaries, fences... 


1. "This is how far I will go..."


2. "I will put up with this... I will not put up with that."

 B. Those with low standards usually brand those with high standards as being legalists... when

      they are actually convicted by their own low standards!

 C. Women are to dress modestly - I Tim. 2:9,10.  If men take another / improper look =

      immodest  -   Mt. 5:28;  Pr. 7:10.

 D. Vashti was a woman of convictions - Phil 4:5.

VI.  THE  GLORY  OF  A  MAN  -  I Cor. 11:7
 A. His wife is his # 1 bragging point!

 B. If she makes him look good to his peers, he will stop at nothing to get her the world -

      Pr. 31:10;   I Pt. 3:1-4.

 C. If she makes him look bad to his peers, he will stop at nothing to get rid of her - Pr. 21:9.

VII.  THE  COST  OF  DOING  RIGHT  -  1:19
 A. It cost John the Baptist... Jesus... Disciples... Mt. 8:19,20.

 B. Crowns are not free - they have to be earned.


1. ILL: Gold metals at olympics - to win, must suffer some.

 C. Be a crown to your husband - earn a crown from Jesus!

 D. Someday, nothing else will matter.
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