Freedom Baptist Church                                                                                        by William Boyd

Sunday School Lesson                                                                                                             Pastor

=WOMEN  OF  THE  BIBLE=

The Virtuous Woman

AIM: To teach my class what a virtuous woman is;  to lead them to becoming virtuous in character and conduct.

POINT OF CONTACT: God speaks of a woman who has no name, but is described in great deal in - Proverbs 31:10-31.  What's her name?  (Cricket)

I.  WORDS  DESCRIBING  VIRTUOUS  -  Pr. 31:10
A. goodness, moral / morals / principles / standards, purity / virgin / abstinence, value, worth, quality / superiority vs mediocrity, strength / stamina / tough, prize / treasure, excellence, righteousness, innocence - not knowing evil:  how to smoke... who is on the music charts...,  effectiveness, courageous, grounded, praiseworthy, conscientious, proper, decent, honest, respectable / respected / sets example, upstanding, appropriate, correct / exact, cautious / careful, particular, responsible...

II.  WHY  IS  SHE  WORTH  SO  MUCH  -  Pr. 31:10
 A. Not many like her - scarce, rare, uncommon, different...

 B. What everyone wants, but do not have, and cannot get - not  available at any price!   

      ILL: piece of the sun...

 
1. Supply and demand...


2. If you have a virtuous woman, she would not be for sale at any price!

 C. Have to be "hand made" - by the Master - Jer. 18:1-6.

 
1. Very few willing to go through the process.



a) get up on the potter's wheel.



b) be squashed and ground, fired in kiln...


2. Takes sacrifice - give up own will;  submission - submit to His will;  separation - won't

                be like everyone else!

III.  HER  CHARACTERISTICS
 A. HER HUSBAND - Pr. 31:11.  Why did God mention him first?


1. He will know in his heart if he has one or not!


2. He trusts her - she obeys, is appropriate in any situation:  will do right in any given

                circumstances...


3. Has no need of spoil:  doesn't want someone's else's wife or things - satisfied and

                content at home.


4. She searches for his needs and makes sure they are met!


5. She lives her life for him and to please him - 31:12.

 B. HER WORK - 31:13.


1. She looks for the best and always does her best - never sloppy or half-hearted...


2. Goes out of her way to feed her family properly - 31:14.


3. Gets up early to prepare meals - 31:15.

        ILL: Mom on Thanksgiving morning - ready on time...


4. She spends her money wisely - 31:16;  investing in what she can make money with,

                helping to provide for family...

 C. HER STANDARDS - 31:17.


1. She keeps herself in shape, enabling her to work better, care for family better...


2. She does quality work that everyone wants and takes longer to do it right,  with the

                right equipment - 31:18,19.  

            3. She doesn't just pity the needy with words, but goes out of her way for someone in

                need -  31:20.    ILL: cook meals...


4. Things like weather do not stop her from getting her work visitation... done - 31:21 -

                 and her family gets the best...


5. Properly covered - 31:22 - men don't lust after her body because she shows off her

                body in tight, or low cut, or sheer clothing - she is always dressed appropriately.

 D. HER REPUTATION - 31:23.


1. "Your the husband of the virtuous woman!"  ILL: Cricket's!


2. Her name is associated with quality and her work sells - 31:24.


3. She is known for her character, not body parts - 31:25.


4. She never says a mean thing about anyone - 31:26.



a) tells people what they need to hear, in such a way that they will listen - kindly...


5. She is known as a hard worker and tidy house keeper - 31:27.



a) not a "couch-po" who wastes her time.

                        b) easily spotted by others - can't hide her goodness.

 E. HER CHILDREN - 31:28.


1. She trains them without their immediate appreciation...


2. She looks forward to the day they understand how good she was and how much trouble

                 is was to raise them...


3. They only remember the good things about her - "a saint."


4. Her husband realizes he couldn't of raised them so well without her help and is not

                afraid to admit it!

 F. HER WALK WITH GOD - 31:29.


1. She is on top of the Father's list - I Pt. 3:1-4.


2. Considers inward beauty more important than outward - :30.



a) inward beauty comes out but outward beauty rubs off!


3. She spends time with God cleaning out the inward ugly sin.


4. Doesn't look for immediate praise of people, but the future praise of the Father.


5. She is rewarded for her works - 31:31.



a) not many here - won't be many in heaven either!

IV.  CONCLUSION
 A. Any woman can be a virtuous woman.

 B. Only a few will become virtuous women - don't want to pay...

 C. Satan will do all he can to prevent you from becoming one.

 D. God will perform miracles through those that do.

 E. The rewards far out weigh the sacrifices - just have to wait for them - most want now and end

      up losing any way!
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