Freedom Baptist Church                                                                                        by William Boyd

Sunday School Lesson                                                                                                             Pastor

=WOMEN  OF  THE  BIBLE=

Mary and Martha

AIM: To teach my class that they need to work hard for Jesus, but they also need to spend time with Jesus.

POINT OF CONTACT: Probably the most famous sisters of the Bible are:  Mary and Martha.  These women picture the things we need most in our daily Christian lives - Luke 10:38-42.

I. JESUS  WENT  TO  THEIR  HOME  -  :38
 A. He felt welcomed there - the devil would not.

 B. They kept their home free of the things Jesus would not like.

 C. He would often drop in unexpected, which did not cause any problems with them!


1. What if Jesus dropped by today?  What would He catch you watching?  Reading?

                 Listening to?  Running with?  What would you need to change?   I Cor. 10:31.

 D. Jesus should be invited into our homes and at every activity!

II.  MARY  SPENT  TIME  *WITH*  JESUS  -  :39
 A. It takes time and effort to get to know Jesus!

 B. It is best to get alone with Him.

 C. Time with Jesus must be scheduled and a matter of priority!

 D. Will Jesus be a stranger when we get to heaven?

 E. Benefits of spending time with Him:


1. Grace - to get through trials...


2. Wisdom - to know what to do, how to handle problems...


3. Love - hugs... loves to see His children coming!


4. Answers - to prayers...

III.  MARTHA  WAS  A  HARD  WORKER  -  :40
 A. Serving God takes time, hard work, and dedication.


1. In a church - cleaning;  nursery;  preparing SS lessons...


2. In the world - witnessing, visiting the sick, helping...

 B. Many times you find yourself alone, without help.

 C. At times, this will be frustrating - hard to have to do all!

 D. Everyone needs help, a helper, companionship, fellowship...

 E. Pray and ask Jesus to send you a helper!

IV.  JESUS  WANTS  BOTH  -  :41,42
 A. Martha was doing good - she was careful and worried about the work getting done.


1. It needed doing and someone needed to do it!


2. Not many worry about the work getting done!


3. Time with Jesus does not excuse one from their duties: soul winning, teaching,

                cleaning, visiting...

 B. Mary made sure she got her time in with Jesus before she worried about the duties of the day.

 C. Martha was lacking this one thing - spending time with Jesus.


1. Her daily duties were keeping her from being with Him!


2. We need this time alone with Jesus because of:  



a) attacks of the devil - temptation...



b) attacks of the world - do wrong, find happiness...



c) weakness of the flesh - wanting to sin, do wrong...

V.  BAD  TIMES  WILL  COME  -  John 11:1-3
 A. This is when spending time with Jesus pays off!

 B. God allows bad things to happen for His glory - :4;  and spending time with Jesus helps us to

      understand this!


1. Many got saved as a result of Lazarus' death - :45.


2. God knows what He is doing.

VI.  JESUS  LOVES  US  -  John 11:5-7
 A. Some times we have reason to doubt this - :6, 14.

 B. When those reasons come, have faith and trust Him!

 C. He knows what He is doing and His timing is perfect!

VII.  JESUS  CAN  SOLVE  ANY  PROBLEM
 A. No one can comfort like Jesus can - :19.

 B. We can come to Him in times of need - :20.


1. Martha couldn't wait - anxious?  Needed to get to Jesus  right now! 

                Hurting, uncomforted by people...


2. Mary waited - more faith?  Trust?  Knew Jesus would come at the perfect time.

 C. Hard times reveal doubts and build faith - :21,22,  32.


1. Time with Jesus reduces doubt - not completely removed.


2. Still have to go through the trial.


3. Let faith do it's work - :23-27.

VIII. JESUS IS CALLING FOR YOU - 11:28
 A. Jesus calls those who wait for Him!

 B. One day He will call us out of this world of death into His world of eternal life!

 C. Come when He calls - to be with Him, to serve Him... :29.

 D. Is He calling you to spend time WITH Him or to spend time FOR  Him in service?

 E. Have you neglected either?
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