Freedom Baptist Church                                                                                           by William Boyd

Sunday School Lesson                                                                                                               Pastor

AIM: To teach my class the importance of staying busy in God's work until Jesus comes!

POINT  OF  CONTACT: Jesus is coming again very soon!  He knows who His children are!  Will He find you busy doing His work, or living worldly, insufficient lives?

I.  THE  LIGHT  IN  THE  TABERNACLEI I I I 
A. The candlestick was the only source of light inside the tabernacle.

B. The light illuminated the table of shewbread and the altar of incense.

   1. Feasting on the bread pictures believers feasting on the word of God.

      a) The lost cannot understand the Bible - I Cor. 2:11-14.  They must rewrite the Bible!

      b) The Bible gives purpose and direction to believers - Psalms 119:105.  Believers walk in the

           light of the Bible, and the lost walk in a false light: religion, new Bibles - II Cor. 11:14,15.

      c) The Bible gives believers direction for following God’s will - Psalms 119:105.

      d) The Bible shows us how to overcome temptations and avoid sin - Psalms 119:11.

C. The altar of incense pictures our prayers going up to God.

   1. The lost just close their eyes and say words - Isa. 59:1,2;  Mt. 7:15, 16;  Lk. 20:46,47.

   2. God hears and answers His children's prayers - Jeremiah 33:3;  I John 3:22.

II.  THE  PRIESTS  ATE  STANDING  UP

A. There were no chairs anywhere in the tabernacle.  Their work was continuous!

   1. God's house is a place of work and service, not a place of entertainment and ease.

   2. On the night of the Passover, Israel had to keep the Passover standing up!  They had to be

        ready to leave in a moment's notice.

   3. Believers should be ready to serve in a moment's notice, or ready to leave at the rapture!

      a) When Jesus comes, will He find us busy in His work?  He said to, “Occupy until I come!”

      b) Will He find us feasting on His word?  In fellowship with the church?  Soul winning…?

B. When Jesus was crucified on the cross, the work for salvation was finished - John 19:30.

C. He arose, took His blood to heaven, sprinkled it on the mercy seat, and sat down - Heb. 1:3.

   1. All we have to do to be saved is to receive what He did - John 1:11,12.

   2. The work has been completed - Romans 4:5;  Ephesians 2:8,9;  Titus 3:5.

   3. Now, as New Testament priests, we are to work at getting the gospel out!

      a) Though the work of salvation is complete, the work of getting the good news out is not!

      b) Or will we be off in, “Christian entertainment,” or defending some pet doctrine?

. III.  THE  GOLDEN  CANDLESTICK  -  Exodus 25:31

A. Notice the personal pronoun that is applied to this candlestick - “his.”

   1. Jesus is the light of the world - John 8:12;  9:5.

B. There were no other lights in the tabernacle, or sources of light - windows…

C. The oil in the candlestick, represented the Holy Spirit, was the only source of light!

   1. Believers are to read the Bible, pray, and do service in the light of the Holy Spirit!

   2. When we do these in the flesh, we write new Bibles, add works to salvation, justify sin…

D. The lamp was to burn continuously - Ex. 27:20.  It must continuously be filled with oil!

   1. Christians are to be filled continuously with the Holy Spirit- Ephesians 5:18.

   2. This simply means to consistently yield control of ourselves to His control!

   3. We are to let, “our lights” shine to the glory of God - Matthew 5:14-16.
