Freedom Baptist Church                                                                                  by William Boyd

Sunday School Lesson                                                                                                       Pastor

AIM: To teach my class that there is more to the Christian life than just getting saved!

POINT  OF  CONTACT: Each piece of furniture was different and had a specific role.   God has a lesson for us in each piece and a different picture of Jesus!

I.  SALVATION  IS  MORE  THAN  BEING  SAVED

A. The first piece of furniture was the altar - this represents the cross that Jesus died on.

   1. When a person gets saved, their eternal destination is changed!

B. Now comes living the Christian life - John 1:4;  Matthew 5:14-16;  James 2:24-26.

   1. The laver was the second piece of furniture - representing cleansing from the world.

C. The outward evidence of inward salvation is fruit bearing in the life - Matthew 7:16-20.

D.  The Holy Spirit inside will drive you to do right on the outside - church, SW, tithe...

II.  THERE  WAS  NO  FLOOR  IN  THE  TABERNACLE
A. Every step taken in the service of God, the priest's feet were in contact with the earth!

B. Even though we are saved, we are still in this world of defilement and sin.

   1. The priest had to continually go back to the laver for cleansing - we do too!

   2. This was the lesson Jesus was trying to teach the disciples in - John 13:4-11.

   3. We live in an ungodly world, work with ungodly people... and need daily cleansing.

   4. How often?  The laver had no dimensions and the quantity of water was not mentioned.

   5. God wants his children clean and we may come as often as we are defiled!

III.  THE  TABLE  OF  SHEWBREAD  -  Exodus 25:23

A. The table was made of wood (Jesus’ earthly body) covered with gold (Deity) the God-Man.

B. The bread also pictured Jesus - John 6:35, 48, 51.

C. The priests gathered around this table daily - fellowship around the person, work of Jesus!

   1. Bible study and prayer meetings usually have low attendance!  Why?

   2. This is when we feast on His word, prepare for service through the ministry of the Holy Spirit.

D. No chairs!  They ate standing up - church is a place of work and service not ease and comfort!

   1. Passover night - they ate standing up, ready to leave at a moment's notice!

   2. Fellowship at church - ready to heed to call, “Come up Hither,” or “Come and dine!”

   3. When He comes, will He find us occupied with Him?  In fellowship?  Will we be winning souls,

       or defending some pet doctrine when the order comes?

   4. We too, are to feast at this table daily - we are spiritually fed through God's word!

IV.  THE  GOLDEN  CANDLESTICK  -  Exodus 25:31- 37

A. The candlestick was the only source of light in the tabernacle - priests had to have it to work!

   1. This is another picture of Jesus - John 9:5.  Can’t light the way for others without knowing Him!

      a) Notice the personal pronoun, “He” in - Exodus 25:31;  Revelation 1:16.

   2. There were no man made lights!  There were no windows for the light of nature to come in!

      a) The natural man cannot see - John 3:1-3*, 4-7.  Religion and works cannot illuminate!

   3. The oil is the Holy Spirit - the only source to feed the light!

      a) Man made religions lead people into the ditch - Matthew 15:11-14, as was Nicodemus!

   4. When someone has been truly born again, the light comes out - Matthew 5:14-16.

   5. The lost have no light and believers living in sin hide the light - II Cor. 4:3.

