Freedom Baptist Church                                                                                        by William Boyd

Sunday School Lesson                                                                                                             Pastor

AIM:  To teach my class the story of God bringing Israel out of Egypt, giving them the tabernacle, and calling them to have a special relationship with Him.

POINT  OF  CONTACT:  We begin a new series on the tabernacle God gave to Israel while they were in the wilderness.  God has many lessons for us in this study.

I.  GOD  WANTED  A  SPECIAL  PEOPLE  FOR  HIMSELF  

A. God called a special people unto Himself beginning with Abraham.

B. Abraham begat Isaac.  Isaac begat Jacob, and Jacob’s name was changed to Israel.

C. Jacob had 12 sons and they became the 12 tribes of Israel.

D. Because of a famine, Jacob went to Egypt so his family would not starve to death.

E. There they grew to be a mighty people, but were made slaves by Pharaoh.

F. After hundreds of Years, God raised up Moses and used him to bring them out of Egypt.

G. He had a special land for them to live in called, “The Promised Land.”

H. They had to travel through the desert where God gave them the law and the tabernacle.

II.  TWO  THINGS  GOD  GAVE  THEM  IN  THE  DESERT
1. His laws - these were to show them they were hopelessly lost with no way to please Him.

2. The tabernacle - God’s way out for the guilty who have broken His law - Rom. 3:10, 23.

III.  THREE  THINGS  PICTURED  BY  THE  TABERNACLE

1. The Lord Jesus Christ - three rooms pictured the Trinity.

   a) There was one entrance = only one entrance into heaven - John 10:9;  14:6;  Acts 4:12.

   b) Sacrifices were made on the brazen alter picturing the cross where Jesus was sacrificed.

   c) The priests washed in the laver and we wash away our sins in Jesus’ blood.

   d) Jesus is the light of the world pictured by the golden candlesticks.

   e) Jesus is the bread of life pictured by the table of shewbread.

   f) Jesus makes intercession for us pictured by the alter of incense.

   g) Blood sprinkled on the mercy seat allowed God to meet with them - Jesus’ allows us.

2. The believer, once Jesus is received as Saviour.

   a) The believer’s body is the temple of God - I Cor. 6:19,20.

   b) Man is a three-fold creature - body (outer court) soul (holy place) spirit (holy of holies).

3. The plan of salvation - a picture of how a person is forgiven and made acceptable to God.

   a) Sinners on the outside come through the one door, stopping at the alter first = the cross.

   b) The next stop is the laver, picturing separation and daily cleansing by confession of sins.

   c) The shewbread = the Bible, our daily bread.  Candle = walking in the light in a dark world.

   d) The alter of incense pictures Christians making intercession for each other through prayer.

   e) We commune with God on a daily basis in our holy of holies, our quiet time alone with Him.

IV.  CONCLUSION

A. The O.T. sacrifices are pictures of the coming Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.

B. Once a year, the sacrificial blood shed made a temporary atonement for the people.

C. These sacrifices postponed judgment for one year, but Jesus’ blood eliminates our judgment!

D. They looked forward to the cross; we look back.  Have you looked to Jesus as your Saviour? 

