Exodus 4:1-4                 =THE  OTHER  END  OF  THE  STICK=                Pray

(to teens)
ILL:  If you had to pick up a snake, which end would you pick up?  Why?  Problem - you can’t pick up one end without picking up the other!  Same is true in God’s Word!

TS:  WHEN  YOU  PICK  UP  ONE  END,  YOU  PICK  UP  THE  OTHER!

I.  WHEN  YOU  PICK  UP  SIN,  YOU  PICK  UP  JUDGMENT  -  Gal. 6:7

A.  Adam and Eve - Satan said they would not be judged;  subtil;  lied - were judged!

B.  The days of Noah - the people were judged!

C.  Our days - Heb. 13:4;  aids, social diseases...

D.  The opposite is true also - pick up purity, you also pick up the blessings of God!

II.  TITHING - BLESSINGS  -  Mal. 3:10-12
A.  Abraham gave a 10th of all he possessed to God!

B.  Jacob;  even the Pharisees tithed!

C.  Opposite is true also - Mal. 3:8,9;  not tithing brings God's curse on your finances!

D.  You can't pick up one end of the stick without picking up the other!
III.  WORK - REWARD  -  Luke 16:27
A.  Heaven is not earned by doing good works - but rewards are - Rev. 22:12.

B.  Laziness and loose living brings loss of rewards - Col. 2:18a;   II John  :8.

IV.  PRAYERS  -  ANSWERS  -  Jer. 33:3
A.  The only ones getting answers are the ones praying.

B.  No praying means no answers - James 4:2.

V.  SOUL WINNING  -  SOULS  -  Ps. 126:5,6
A.  Those who witness get to lead others to Jesus!

B.  Those who never witness won't have any "sheaves" in heaven / converts!

VI.  SALVATION  -  FORGIVENESS  -  Rom. 10:13
A.  God wipes the slate clean and guards it from any one writing on it - Rom. 4:8.

B.  The stick of religion brings unforgiveness - may bring some standards... but hell too!

VII.  STATEMENTS

1.  God loves you - picked up the stick of love, on other end = giving:  John 3:16.

2.  If God can't pick up a stick without picking up the other end, how can we?

3.  If you pick up the stick of sin..., you also pick up the stick of judgment...
4.  It's a package deal - ILL: Buy perfume, also get prize - can't buy separate!

5.  Satan lies so well he will have you believing you can pick up only one end of the stick

6.  God's Word is 100% true, 100% of the time!

7.  Are you saved?  Have you picked up the stick of salvation?  

8.  What other sticks are you picking up?  Do you need to pick up?  Need to lay down?

