Luke 9:49-56  (to teens)      =MY  WAY  OR  THE  HIGHWAY=                        Pray

ILL: Growing up, working for Dad - only 1 way for things to be done;  one way to look at things...  ILL: Working for Pastor Shifflett...  ILL: Bullies, who push others around...

TS:  WHAT  DOES  GOD  EXPECT  OF  US?

I.  TO  BE  BUSY  ABOUT  HIS  WORK  -  9:49-a
A. "Casting out devils" - giving the devil a hard time;  making life difficult for him...

  
1.  Soul winning - telling others how to be saved;  passing out tracks...


2.  Prayer;  Bible studies;  using your influence for the good of others...

II.  NOT  TO  SUPPORT  THE  DEVIL'S  WORK  -  9:49b
A.  Accusing and finding fault in others; gossip;  criticism... ILL: What Satan did to Job..

B.  It's easier to point out the faults of others than our own - Rom. 7:15-25.

III.  YOUR  WAY  IS  NOT  THE  ONLY  WAY  -  9:50
A.  Mk. 9:39,40 - No one will do things exactly the way you do them - ILL: S.W.

B.  Do not discourage others from serving God!  Only 2 ways to use your influence!

C.  Others who are serving God are not competing with you - it's us vs Satan!


1.  ILL: Marines vs Navy - should be USA against Iran!

D.  There are only 2 sides:  God's and Satan's - stop criticizing... those on our side!!!

IV.  JESUS  COULDN'T  PLEASE  EVERYONE  -  9:51-53
  A.  Jesus is the holy, perfect, Son of God - never sinned one time, ever!  Faultless!

  B.  Yet He received criticism, false accusations, gossip, and rejection!

  C.  If a Holy, righteous, perfect God can't please you, don't expect sinners to either!

V.  BULLIES  MOTTO:  MY  WAY  OR  THE  HIGHWAY  -  9:54
A.  Burn them up with criticism, hot words...  destroy their reputations... make look bad.

B.  Too many fault-finders and not enough gospel spreaders - ILL: If re-direct energies...

VI.  JESUS  REBUKES  FAULT  FINDERS  -  9:55,56
A.  You have no idea what your talking about - have the wrong attitude = hindering!!!

B.  Jesus came to save their lives (souls too) - few making any substantial difference...

VII.  STATEMENTS
1.  Bullying and fault-finding is a cover up for what your not doing or wrong doing!


(a) Focus' attention on someone else and off you!

2.  This helps no one but hinders many - yourself;  others you could influence;  others 

      they could be influencing....

3.  The problem is a spiritual problem - Satan has made too much progress and gains!

4.  Instead of calling down fire, call down the grace of God!


(a) Pray instead of criticize, gossip, and fault-find!


(b) Re-direct energies for good instead of evil!

5.  Everyone is different so no one is the same and no 2 will be exactly the same!


(a) God did not make everyone a Baptist (different kinds)


(b) If I am given the choice of your way or the highway - I take the highway - :56
6.  God needs you and Satan needs you - but you can't work for both of them - Mt. 6:24.

  
(a) God doesn't need fire callers - He needs seed sowers - can't be both!

7.  Satan needs someone to discourage those who are serving - available to him?

8.  Why not join those who are casting out devils - bully the devil, not other Christians!

