II KINGS 2:1-14                    =WHEN  LIFE  DOESN'T  SEEM  FAIR=            PRAY
II KINGS 12:14,20,21
ILL: Story of Elijah and Elisha - whirlwind, mantle, twice miracles, twice the Christian, deaths - whirlwind vs slow, painful death.

TS:  SOMETIMES  LIFE  DOESN'T  SEEM  FAIR  -  WHEN  THIS  HAPPENS:

I.  REMEMBER  THERE  IS  A  WHY
 A. Jesus asked His Father why - all know, because of us, our sin.

 B. God has a reason for all He does / allows.


1. Reason for Daniel's lions den;  Jonah's whale;  SMA's fire.

 C. There is a reason why we suffer, carry heavy burdens... and others seem to never have a

      problem - Elijah vs Elisha.

II.  WHYS  ARE  NOT  ALWAYS  REVEALED  HERE
 A. Elisha never found out why he had to suffer a slow... death.

 B. Job;  God never answered Jesus;  Paul's eyes and other troubles.

 C. You may never know why - Pat, Mom, Sue, Cricket - your pains.

III.  SOME  DAY  IT  WILL  BE  REVEALED
 A. Elisha - power in dead body, raised a man back to life!

 B. Spurgeon - he and wife much time in sick bed - their story encourages us now!

 C. ILL: What a day when Jesus answers and explains all the whys!

IV.  WE  DON'T  HAVE  TO  KNOW  NOW
 A. God gives us His grace to get us through our troubles!

 B. We know the one Who knows why - can wait, He knows best...

 C. God is not obligated to tell us why - probably wouldn't understand any way. 

      ILL: Telling kids no, WHY - don't have to know why.

 
1. Maybe He is using you to win a lost person to Himself as did with Stephen and Paul!


2. Maybe He is training you for future use in His work.

                ILL: Idea that Good Samaritan had been there before!

V.  SEEMING  UNFAIR  DOESN'T  MEAN  IT  IS
A. All the "votes" are not in yet - their trouble is coming later - ILL: We breazed through college

     - trouble came later!

B. God will balance all the scales in heaven - lot of trouble?   Lot of rewards coming!  Be glad

     suffered then!

C. Doesn't seem fair Jesus had to suffer for my sins - but did.

VI.  UNTIL  THEN,  REMEMBER:
 1. God loves you very much - enough to send Jesus to die for you.

 2. He deserves our love and trust - even when it's hard to trust and even when it seems He is

     being unfair to us.

 3. He knows the reasons why, but may choose not to tell us now.

 4. He will tell us in heaven and compensate us for our troubles.   ILL: Court with Eddie

     Cubbage, judge compensated us for coming.

 5. Can rejoice when troubles come because of compensation!   ILL: Paul and Silas in jail -

    prayed and sang - depositing into their heavenly account!  (sing all the way to the bank)

PRAY
