Job 19:13-25                                  =BAD  BREATH=                                    Pray 

ILL:  Doug and the skating picture;  friend in Culpeper (Sonny);  fake perfume...

Job - elephantiasis, caused to have bad breath, wife not want to get near him - :17,

"My breath is strange to my wife..."   Odd / bad - unfamiliar, hasn't been around much.

I.  JOB  WAS  HURTING - THINGS  THAT  HURT  JOB  THE  MOST
A.  His bros and sisters forsook him - :13;  said he sinned and getting what deserved :1-5.

B.  His relatives turned their backs on him - :14;  aunts, uncles, couzins... money gone...

C.  His closest friends - :14;  those he loved to be around and fellowship with.

D.  His servants - :15,16;  used to come and fulfill his every wish... now ignore him!

E.  His wife - :17;  could of encouraged, but as rest, forsook him when he was down.

F.  The death of his children - :17.   ILL: Dad when Pat died - God the Father - Jesus!

G.  Young children - :18;  probably servants and friends kids, candy... now make fun of!

      usually following bad example;  taught to hate because of color...

H.  All his friends - :19;  those he helped and counselled with when no one else would;

      helped get their lives back on track and helped get right with God...

II.  LESSONS
1.  Be  A  Friend - Everyone is having a tough time and is carrying a heavy burden!


A.  Nursing home today - sitting in "ash heap"  starved to death for a friend!


B.  Not just a fair weather friend - when everything is going good... but when

                  they are down and can't offer you any thing - ILL:  Jonathan to David!


C.  Midnight friend - went to beg and borrow for his friend, not self!

2.  Don't  expect  too  much  from  people

A.  Hardest lessons of life to learn - not many you can count on in hard times!


B.  90%  of people's thoughts and concerns are on self - Rom. 3:10,23.


C.  If have 1 real friend - very lucky!  If have 2 - extremely blessed!


D.  All the disciples fled and left Jesus when He needed them most - just a few 

                  hours before, they said they would die for Him!


E.  Don't get bitter, cold and hard - this is reality;  facts of life!

3.  You  can  still  be  a  friend  even  if  your  forsaken  and  betrayed  -  Mt. 26:50


A.  Real friendship is not based on the other person - Pr. 17:17. 


B.  Not based on what you get but on what you have - Jesus living in you!

4.  Everyone  has  at  least  one  friend  like  this  -  Proverbs 18:24

A.  Can count on Jesus when hard times come - "...sticketh..."  doesn't leave!


B.  What a friend we have in Jesus... good times, bad times, in between...


C.  He is the best friend you will ever have!  Why?



(1) He's not concerned with your looks, money, education, abilities...



(2) He's a friend of sinners - Mt. 11:19.



(3) He loves and died when you were sitting in ashes of sin - Rom. 5:8.



(4) He loved, then washed - Rev. 1:5  "...unto Him that loved us and

                             washed us from our sins in His own blood!"


(5) He offers His unconditional love and eternal life to everyone!

                        (6) He gives us a book full of promises - Heb. 13:5.

5.  What  if  you  had  been  one  of  Job's  friends - would you have stuck by him?


A.  When someone hears the word, "friend"  do they think of you?


B.  Have you trusted Jesus as your Saviour?  Developed a friendship with Him?

