Acts 27:44                          =SOME  ON  BROKEN  PIECES=                          Pray

ILL: Story - Paul going to Rome as prisoner;  sail = takes all year to get there.  Hurricane season - :13,14.  They left where they were staying - :12;  bored all winter there!  Storm came and all hope was lost - :20.  God told Paul He would spare them all - : 21,22.  The ship ran aground and the waves broke it apart - :41.  The soldiers wanted to kill prisoners 

:42,43.  Some grabbed a broken piece of the ship and made it to the shore safely!

TS:  LESSONS  FROM  THIS  STORY:

I.  THIS  PICTURES  OUR  VOYAGE  OF  LIFE
  A.  We are a type of prisoner - we journey together...  others are in charge of us...

  B.  We don't always get to do what we want to - :2-4.

  C.  Contrary winds get us off course - hindering winds;  winds of problems, failures...

  D.  The seas of life often get rough and for long periods of time - :20.

  E.  Sometimes our dreams end up broken into tiny pieces - :44;     ILL: Dad.

  F.  As Christians, storms will reveal the true value of material possessions - :19, 22, 38.

  G.  Nothing gets to the shores of heaven, except what is sent in advance - Mt. 6:19-21.

II.  BROKEN  LIVES  ARE  STILL  USABLE  -  :44
  A.  Broken because of self / or others / - can't take a boat load, but can take one!

  B.  The world is merciless; cares absolutely nothing about possessions... - ILL:  Fl fires.

  C.  Broken by Satan, world, sin...  still usable to God - Jer. 18:4.

  D.  God can still use them to carry the great gospel message - no higher calling!

III.  THOSE  WHO  HAVE  SUFFERED  SHIPWRECK  ARE  HURTING
  A.  Smashed on the rocks of divorce;  failure;  sorrow - ILL: Waves: Pat, Mom, Dad...

  B.  Jesus can and wants to help put the pieces back together - needs someone to gather...

  C.  Most shipwrecked lives end up drifting out into an uncaring sea of faces...

IV.  JESUS'  BROKEN  BODY  -  THE  ONLY  WAY  TO  THE  SHORE
  A.  The lifeboats - :30-32;  of religion, good works, church membership, 10 command...

  B.  He is the only way to escape the lake of fire and reach the golden shore - John 14:6.

  C.  All who will trust Jesus will "...escape safe to land."  :44.

V.  CONCLUSION
1.  Jesus is there every moment as we journey through life's seas!  Walking on the water!

2.  Though the seas often get rough, we are safe in His arms - ILL: Disciples feared / safe

3.  The storms of life shipwreck many lives, but Jesus still cares about each one!

4.  We are His messengers to let them know - won't read Bible, radio, TV...

5.  Jesus was broken for us - I Cor. 11:24.

6.  The ship did not get them to shore until it was broken - ILL: Feeding 5000!

7.  We won't help many until we too are broken - Paul welcomed the "breaking" waves!

