Psalms 81:10-16      =HOW  TO  KEEP  FROM  GETTING  BITTER=         Pray

ILL:  All get bitter;  shouldn't - Eph. 4:31.  God gives us the way not to get bitter.

TS:  SEVERAL  THINGS:

I.  WHAT  IS  BITTERNESS
  A.  Same root, different ways it shows itself:  angry, discontented, grieved, provoked,

        poison, venom, rebellious, disobedient, sorrow, unpleasant...

II.  WHY  DO  WE  GET  BITTER
A.  People - Ex. 1:13,14.  

B.  Hard work - construction:  mix mud;  insulation;  sheetrock;  shovel;  crown molding!

C.  Sin - Ruth 1:19.

D.  Persecution - Esther 4:1.

E.  Wants - don't have something you want - I Sam. 1:10.

F.  Losses - Job 7:11;  family, wealth, health, position, friends, power, popularity...

III.  WHAT  DOES  BITTERNESS  DO?
A.  Causes you to grumble, gripe, complain - makes your heart heavy - Mt. 12:34.

B.  Ruth (Naomi) - changes your outward appearance!

C.  Jealous Saul - neglect present responsibilities, falls - while you seek vengeance...

D.  Peter denied Jesus - Mt. 26:75.

E. Causes-anger, backsliding, rebellion, sin, grumbling, stop serving/fellowship with God

IV.  HOW  TO  KEEP  FROM  GETTING  BITTER  -  Psalms 81:10-16
A.  God is speaking, told to open their mouth - wouldn't (:16).

B.  Don't realize that the "rock" that made you bitter - had honey inside!!!


1.  Honey in the rock of slavery;  hard work;  trials;  troubles...


2.  Honey in the rock of famine;  death;  sickness...

V.  STATEMENTS
1.  The rock is the container in which God's honey is delivered:  burden, illness, problem..

2.  Bitterness or sweetness is determined by looking at the rock or the honey.

 
(a) Mom - cancer:  Rock or Honey?  Many saved!!!  Pat died - called to preach!

3.  Everyone has rocks - hard places, difficulties, trials, troubles, problems...

4.  Some look at the rock - complain and get bitter; angry, unpleasant...  spreads as poison

5.  Others look for the honey and rejoice - Acts 16:25;  world watches when rocks come!


(a) Phil. 4:4;  :11 - how did Paul do this?  Looked for honey, not at the rock!


(b) Jesus - Heb. 12:2 "...for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross..."

6.  No one's rock is bigger than anyone else's - I Cor. 10:13.

7.  The more rocks - THE  MORE  OPPORTUNITY  FOR  HONEY!!!

(a) Also more opportunity for bitterness!!!


(b) Two people loose all - one bitter, one sweet (Job and wife)


(c) Two people in nursing home;  problem;  heavy burdens and heartaches!!!

VI.  CLOSING

A.  How do we keep from getting bitter - look for the honey, not at the rock.

B.  God comes and says, "I have some honey for you - packaged in a rock"  ILL: Walnut

C.  Noah - kept looking for the honey;  Joseph in prison;  Rom. 8:28...

