Freedom Baptist Church                                                                           by William Boyd

Sunday School Lesson                                                                                                Pastor

=SOUL  WINNING=

Inviting  Them  To  Church,  Baptism

AIM:   To teach my class how to get converts to come to church and be baptized.

POINT  OF  CONTACT:  There are two parts to salvation!  First is the saving of the soul!  Then, the saving of the life!  Mt. 28:19,20.  

I.  THE  GREAT  COMMISSION

A.  We are not just to get them saved, we are to get them into church, teach them to serve

      God, and teach them to be soul winners!

   1.  This is what Jesus did with "the 12" - He got them to follow Him and He made them

         fishers of men - Mt. 4:19.

B.  We want them to agree to come to church and to be baptized.  How do we get them to

      agree to do this?

II.  PREPARING  THEIR  HEART

A.  Talk about the crucifixion.  Tell them what it cost God to be able to give them the gift

      of salvation, that it was free to them, but not free to God - John 3:16.

    1.  It cost God His Son Jesus;  separated for over 33 years;  not stopping Jesus' death...

    2.  It cost Jesus being separated from the Father;  the awful pains of the crucifixion...

B.  Talk about hell and what Jesus saved them from, using the rich man to illustrate.

      Include heaven and what they get to look forward to because Jesus saved them!

C. Ask them, "If there was a way to say thank you to Jesus for dying on the cross for you,

     for saving you from eternal hell... would you be willing to do it?"  

    1.  "God tells us what that is in - Acts 2:41.  He wants us to go to church and be

         baptized!"
    2.  Explain to them that this is confessing Jesus publicly to men - Mt. 10:32,33.

D.  If they say they already have a church, give the "doctor" illustration:

    1.  "If you had an illness and went to the doctor and he treated you for that illness, but

         the illness kept getting worse and worse.  He gave you different prescriptions and

         tried different treatments, but you just kept getting worse.  Finally, you went to

         another doctor and you were cured in a matter of days.  Six months later, you get

         sick again.  Which doctor are you going to go to?  (THE SECOND ONE)  Same

         way with the church.  You have been going to your church for years, yet you were

         still on your way to hell.  If they did not help you to get saved, they will not be able

         to help you to live pleasing to God!  Which church helped you to know for sure

         your on your way to heaven?  (YOUR CHURCH)  And which church do you think

        God would have you visit?"  (YOUR CHURCH)

E.  If they say they have already been baptized, use the "wedding ring" illustration:

    1.  "When I got married, I put this ring on to tell the world that I was married!  
         (take the ring off)  If I take this ring off, am I still married?  Yes!  I still have a wife

         and two daughters at home!  So this ring is a symbol of my love and commitment to

         my wife."  (put the ring back on)  "What if, when I was 12 years old, was playing,

         and put a wedding ring on.  Am I married?  No, of course not.  So the ring didn't

         mean any thing until I got married.  Baptism comes after you get saved and is a

         symbol of what Jesus did to keep us out of hell.  He died, was buried, and rose

         again three days later!  And when you get baptized, you are telling the world that

         you are trusting in what Jesus did to get you to heaven!  Plus, you are obeying

         God's command to be baptized - Acts 10:48.

F.  If they have a problem with baptism by immersion, take them to the story of the

     Ethiopian Eunuch in - Acts 8:36-38.  Explain that both went down into the water!
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