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THE  BOOK  OF  ACTS

Chapter 9
REVIEW
As Saul continued to persecute the church in Jerusalem, the disciples of the Lord were scattered abroad throughout Judaea and Samaria preaching the word.

Philip went down to the city of Samaria and won many souls to Jesus!  When the Apostles in Jerusalem had heard of the good work Philip was doing in Samaria, Peter and John went to see him.  It was then and there Peter exercised the second use of the Keys of Matthew 16:19.  And the people were filled with the Holy Spirit and the Word was preached in many villages of the Samaritans.
Acts  chapter  9
The news of the growth of Christianity had reached the ears of the enemies of Christ.  One of the gospels greatest enemies then was a man by the name of Saul.  Chapter 9 opens with Saul and his feelings towards this new religion.
Acts 9:1, 2, “And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, 2.  And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem.” 
Saul had become the public prosecutor of Christianity.  He was very sincere in what he did it, but he was sincerely wrong!

He was on his way to Damascus with warrants for the arrest of Christians.  Damascus was about 200 miles away.
Notice

1.  What Saul did, he did with his might!  He kept going in spite of difficulties - can you?
2.  The rapid growth of Christianity.  Not more than one year had passed since Christians were persecuted and scattered from Jerusalem.  Yet, there were enough believers in Damascus to draw attention from Saul!
3.  No doubt the population of Christians in Damascus was the work of missionary minded Philip of Acts 8.
4.  Christians were not called Christians as of yet.  They were called, “Any of THIS WAY.”  Christians have a different way of thinking, feeling, working, living, acting, talking, dressing, etc.  It's easy to spot a Christian - or one of THIS WAY!
Acts 9:3, “And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven.”
Saul's was a supernatural conversion!  There was -
1.  Light.

2.  An Audible Voice.

3.  A Physical Shock that knocked Saul from his “high horse.’

It's interesting - those who say we have to be converted just as they were???  And have the religious experience of tongues - NEVER SAY WE HAVE TO -

1.  Hear the sounds of a rushing mighty wind as in Acts 2.

2.  See cloven tongues of fire.

3.  Feel a great earthquake which destroys no building.

4.  See a great light from heaven.

5.  Hear an audible voice.

6.  Being physically knocked to the ground, etc.

By the way, none of these are possible to imitate and fake your way through as the “gift of tongues” is!

Three Appearances of Jesus after Pentecost

1.  To Stephen = to the church = picture of the rapture.
2.  To Saul = to Israel = pictures Mid-tribulation when 144,000 JEWISH, VIRGIN,

     MALE, PREACHERS come and preach the gospel.

3.  To John = to the nations = Post-trib Kingdom period.

Acts 9:4, “And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?”
ACCOUNTABILITY
God is at one with His people!  Cheap shots at His people are cheap shots at Him!  “THOU” - God knew Saul!
Acts 9:5, “And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.”
Saul acknowledged the Deity of Christ calling Him Lord!  Notice the question - “Who are Thou Lord?”  He said, “I AM JESUS!”  That should settle it once and for all for the Jehovah's false Witnesses and every other cult - JESUS IS GOD!

This is where Saul was saved!  As he lay in the dust of the Damascus Road, he accepted Jesus as his personal Saviour!
Jesus, to Saul, was a dead man, disgraced, and hated.  Now he realizes that THIS JESUS IS ALIVE!
LESSON - what we think of Jesus determines our action!

HARD FOR THEE - harmful to repel, kick against the pricks - it hurts you not the pricks!

Owners of oxen would use an ox goad on a rebellious ox.  Saul realizes that he belonged to Jesus Christ and was kicking against Him as an ox kicks against its master.

Illustration - Us at invitation time.  We kick against the Holy Spirit to respond to the message.  We also kick at -

1.  Unchangeable things God has put in our lives - looks, family, race, sex, gifts from the
     Holy Spirit, marks of ownership = birthmarks, wheelchairs, etc.

2.  Duties of the Christian life.
3.  The chastening hand of the Lord, etc.

Saul had a guilty conscience - like a broken record, it said, Stephen had something you do not have!  See how he is taking it?  Bet you cannot take it that well when your time comes!  Look at his face!  He’s got more joy right now under a pile of rocks than you do under a pile of money!

PRIDE - stopped him from admitting he was wrong.

GOADS - are from the Lord given as warnings and safety devices!
Acts 9:6, “And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.”
Effort Demanded - God saves you to serve Him, not just sit.  Jesus used man to tell Saul what to do.  When the Lord speaks to our hearts through men, we must exercise faith.  This is the Master's Method!

Acts 9:7-9, “And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man. 8.  And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus. 9.  And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink.”

SERVICE - everyone can do something - :36, 39.

1.  Disciple = learner = teachable.

2.  Full of good works - busy helping others.  Be an answer to prayer!

3.  Key = everyone intends to do something.  I have a bus in the yard at my house.

4.  Do you best with what you have = all God expects from anyone.

Acts 9:10, “And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord.”
Ananias was a Gentile proselyte to Judaism.
Visions today?  Jesus spoke in a vision because there was no church as we know it today!  No pastor, nor a New Testament.

Ananias was not surprised to hear Jesus' voice!  It was a familiar voice, and Ananias knew Jesus personally.

Ananias was not an Apostle, nor a deacon.  He was an every day ordinary Christian disciple.  LESSON - God can use any one, at any time.  Everyone should say, “I am here Lord.”
Acts 9:11, “And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and inquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth.”
God knew
1.  The street.
2.  The name of the street.

3.  The house.

4.  Who owned the house.

5.  Who was in the house.

6.  Where he was from.

7.  What he was doing in the house.

Saul was from Tarsus.  This was a Greek city with one of the greatest universities of the day.  He moved to Jerusalem at age 14, and was educated under Gamaliel.  His birth and background were Gentile - God was preparing him even as a lad to take the gospel to the Gentiles!

Saul Was Praying for What Stephen Had - Saul was a member of the highest ruling body in Israel - the Sanhedrin, he was religious, zealous, a man of high moral character, highly educated, respected, cultured, law-abiding, but he still needed a conversion experience (which he had on the road to Damascus) and he needed to be filled with God's Holy Spirit.

LESSON - No one is born a Christian, even if you are born into a Christian home.  Nicodemus - John 3:1-7.

Saul prayed as God sees prayer.  He had never really prayed before.  Humble, from the heart, life is right with God, etc.
Acts 9:12, “And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he might receive his sight.”  

New converts need the help of older Christians.
Acts 9:13, “13.  Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem.”

“I HAVE HEARD” - This was secondhand information which is gossip, tales!

“SAINTS” - Saved persons who had consecrated themselves, and were living HOLY lives!

The Lord hath prepared Saul, and now must prepare him as His servant!  When God calls us to do a job, let us be found obedient and not offer doubts and excuses.
Acts 9:14, “And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name.”

The way of salvation is to call upon the Lord - Acts 2:21, 9:14, 10:43, Romans 10:13.

Ananias hesitates = which is a minor form of REBELLION!
Acts 9:15, “But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel.”

God knows the right man for the right job for the right place and gives him the right message to preach.  God was preparing Saul for the work He had for him to do!

LESSON - When God saves a person, He also prepares a work for that person to do.  We are saved to serve.  God has a job for everyone.  He never ordained “pew warming” and has no crowns for it.

Saul (the future Paul) was not to the Gentiles ONLY!  He preached to the Jews as well.  The gospel is for everyone!
Acts 9:16, “For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake.”

Saul was chosen to suffer and he was right with God!  The theory of - if you are suffering, you are not right with God, is Bologna!  (Which is Greek for Baloney)
Acts 9:17, “And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost.”

BROTHER SAUL - Saul was already saved.  When they get saved?  In verse 6!  Paul's converts were saved through the preaching of the Gospel according to I Corinthians 4:15.  Paul was careful to define the gospel in I Corinthians 15:1-4.  There was no reference to baptism, tongues, the laying on of hands, taking communion, joined the church, etc.

Ananias recognized his new relationship with Saul and called him Brother Saul!  He laid hands on him, though he was not an Apostle, nor a deacon.  He was just a disciple or a learner.

He was led by God to go to Saul!  No man asked him to go.

Question - Why does someone have to ask us to do that which we already know to do - witness?  Tithe?  Be faithful to ALL the services?  Read our Bible?  Pray?  
Acts 9:18, “And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized.”

There was no hesitation on the part of Saul to be baptized.  Baptism was a sign of breaking with the past, it was an out-ward confession of that which has already taken place inward.
This blindness ended with the coming of Ananias.  LESSON - How much blindness have we tried to bring light to since we have been saved?  Or have we been causing blindness to new converts with our gossip and criticism?

We will be one of the two - A) Light bearer.
                                             B) Light dispeller.

The scales fell off - We should ask God to remove what blinds the lost and the backslidden.  Saul received sight - now he sees in eternal light = spiritual eyes!

He sees his education in the light of eternity = 0.
He sees his reputation and position in the light of eternity = 0!
Illustration - What if the Lord told you to leave after service today?  Do not go home and get anything.  Just leave.  What would you say?  “My home!  My things!”  Question - What are you going to say to Jesus at the rapture?  Will you be like Lot and have to be dragged off this earth?  We need to see our thing in the light of eternity.
Acts 9:19, “And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. Then was Saul certain days with the disciples which were at Damascus.”
Ananias had part in Paul's life and work - he will have part in Paul's rewards.  Those who tithe to the church will have part in the church's outreach.  Those who help us give to missions that led hundreds to Jesus, will have part in that.
Acts 9:20, “And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God.”

Immediate Service - From persecutor to preacher!  With a new message.  No longer a message of death, but life in Jesus Christ, the LIVING Son of God!

Saul was saved and began to witness immediately.  Illustration - the woman at the well.

Question - What will be your excuse at the Bema Seat Judgment just after the rapture?  Excuses are like dead dogs - they all stink.

Saul sets the pace for Christians in this day.  When he was filled with the Holy Spirit, he witnessed, not tongues, etc.

SALVATION PRODUCES A CHANGE - Romans 12:1, 2, II Corinthians 5:17.  A change of mind, heart, conduct, desires, ownership, duties, appearance, attitudes, service, etc.
Acts 9:21, “But all that heard him were amazed, and said; Is not this he that destroyed them which called on this name in Jerusalem, and came hither for that intent, that he might bring them bound unto the chief priests?”

AMAZED - Why?  He was a new man!  Saul was a Pharisee, a man of the Sanhedrin, a strict follower of the law, a hater of Christ.

LESSON - After salvation, there is a change - a noticeable change!
Acts 9:22, “But Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded the Jews which dwelt at Damascus, proving that this is very Christ.”

Spiritual growth comes from DOING!  Being active in the work of the Lord.
Acts 9:23, “And after that many days were fulfilled, the Jews took counsel to kill him.”

Saul's preaching brought him persecution!  The Jewish could not stand his preaching and they tried to kill him.

LESSON - A bold attack on sin, and a bold proclamation of the Gospel by an uncompromising witness, will draw blood every time! (Criticism, gossip, and hatred also)

Illustration - A Train that is not smoking up the country, making a racket, killing livestock, and carrying freight, is not going anywhere!
Acts 9:24, “But their laying await was known of Saul. And they watched the gates day and night to kill him.”
Enemies chosen - (a compromiser and myself will not get along.)  If the work is truly of God, there ought to be at least 40 people who pray daily for you to die before sundown!  Luke 6:26.
To stand for Christ means to stand AGAINST worldliness, sin, false religions, modernism, compromise, compromiser's, etc.
Acts 9:25, “Then the disciples took him by night, and let him down by the wall in a basket.”
Manual elevator!  Those Saul sought to imprison helped him to escape prison and death.  LESSON - Forgiveness, the Golden rule - Galatians 6:7.

Saul was not delivered by a miracle.  Others were given the opportunity to forgive an enemy and to help him and serve the Lord!  What opportunities are in our paths today?

Illustration - Missionary Gary Poch - the Lord could rain money down on him.  But God allows us to be a part of his ministry and help others.
Acts 9:26, “And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he assayed to join himself to the disciples: but they were all afraid of him, and believed not that he was a disciple.”
Saul wants to move his letter of membership to the church in Jerusalem, but finds no welcome there.  It truly is hard to live down the past!

He was feared by the disciples.  They went by what they saw and heard.  Saul needed time to prove himself.  They thought he was a spy.  (God knows our hearts and we do not need time to prove anything to Him!)  He does not see our past = covered by the blood!
Acts 9:27, “But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apostles, and declared unto them how he had seen the Lord in the way, and that he had spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus.”
Barnabas is an encouragement to others, a friend in time of need!  Not a wind checker - one who checks to see which way the wind is blowing if he is going to be your friend or not.  He imitated the Master!
Acts 9:28, 29, “And he was with them coming in and going out at Jerusalem. 29.  And he spake boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus, and disputed against the Grecians: but they went about to slay him.”
Saul disputed as did Stephen - he took Stephen's place.  Perhaps he was trying to make up for the past?  Preachers that never dispute and are never hated and persecuted are not like Jesus, and Paul, and Stephen, and Peter, etc.
Acts 9:30, “Which when the brethren knew, they brought him down to Caesarea, and sent him forth to Tarsus.”
Saul spent 3 years in Arabia - Galatians1:17;  4:25.
LESSON - Quiet time alone with God!  Saul needed it for preparing for the ministry and all Christians need to prepare for the challenges of the day.

Here he received his Apostleship, and was prepared for a life of service to the Lord.

Illustration - Back to school!  Three years to readjust his life and thoughts, to study God's Word from a new standpoint, to communicate with the Lord God Himself.

While in Arabia, Saul learned about the great mystery of the Church.  The Apostles were still preaching the Kingdom.  Philip preached the Kingdom in Acts 8:12.  Saul also saw and heard things never revealed before - II Corinthians 12:2-4.
It was there he awaited Peter's third use off the Keys of Matthew 16.  This would be PHASE III of God's plan.
Acts 9:31, “Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea and Galilee and Samaria, and were edified; and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied.”
The church is at rest because of the conversion of Saul.

LESSON - Church having problems?  Go soul winning!  This is God's method of curing problems!

Local churches are now being established.  God work continues to move forward - it is invincible!

“WALKING” - They have a purpose, not just wandering aimlessly, but going somewhere.  This is the same word used in - Matthew 28:19, 20;  Mark 16:15, 16.
The Lord's intention for New Testament churches are to be growing and multiplying and doing the Kings business!

WALKING IN THE FEAR OF THE LORD
Question - What is the fear of the Lord?  Proverbs 8:13, “The fear of the Lord is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate.”
Acts 9:32, “And it came to pass, as Peter passed throughout all quarters, he came down also to the saints which dwelt at Lydda.”
Peter becomes the main character, and travels to Lydda - an area successfully evangelized by Philip.  God uses Peter to heal a man.

Acts 9:33, 34, “And there he found a certain man named Aeneas, which had kept his bed eight years, and was sick of the palsy. 34.  And Peter said unto him, Aeneas, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole: arise, and make thy bed. And he arose immediately.”
The man who was healed needed no faith!  What healed him?  Five words - is all that was needed to end 8 years of suffering!  Now all is changed.  The Word changes everything.  And the same Word gives eternal life to helpless and never to move to sinners.

There were no tongues, laying on of hands, praying over, etc. just Jesus!  That is all that is needed for salvation.  The miracle of healing was used to convince the doubters as there was no New Testament given at this time.
Acts 9:35, “And all that dwelt at Lydda and Saron saw him, and turned to the Lord.”
The reason for the miracle - The salvation of lost souls!

Acts 9:36, “Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha, which by interpretation is called Dorcas: this woman was full of good works and almsdeeds which she did.”
Dorcas was a disciple who imitated the Master!  She was teachable, not a know it all.  She was a learner.
Her name means - gazelle.  Two characteristics of a gazelle

1.  Gentleness.
2.  A gazelle is fast, swift on their feet = Dorcas was busy all the time!  She never

     preached to great crowds, never wrote a book, but God gave her 7 verses in the Bible!

LESSON - God is concerned about little-known people.  He keeps records of little people and their little deeds.

Question - What does she do to get 7 verses of Holy Scripture?  She was not the president, did not walk on the moon, did not discover America, etc.  She was just a little seamstress that was full of good works.

Her entire life was wrapped up in doing good works for others!

If we see a need, what do we do?  “I will be praying for you.”  Instead of praying - be an answer to prayer!

WHICH SHE DID - most intend to do something, but Dorcas did do them.  She gave herself to making and doing for others.  She had no time to gossip and criticize.  She was known for her deeds.
Acts 9:37, “And it came to pass in those days, that she was sick, and died: whom when they had washed, they laid her in an upper chamber.”
She was a sinner - Romans 3:10, 23.  The payment of sin is death - Romans 6:23.

She was FULL of good works.  She did not rust out - she wore out!  No one has ever been saved to sit and do nothing.  Dorcas did what she could.

She was not an Apostle, nor did she have an official title or position, there were many things she could not do.  She could see distress all around her and could help others.  She could not give thousands of dollars, but she gave what she could.

That is all that God expects out of anyone.  Dorcas' work is just as important as any ones!
Acts 9:38, “And forasmuch as Lydda was nigh to Joppa, and the disciples had heard that Peter was there, they sent unto him two men, desiring him that he would not delay to come to them.”
She had risen to a place of great prominence.  The greatest Christian of the day = Peter = left what he was doing in order to come where she was.  She did not try to become famous, but did because works speak louder than words.

How to find happiness - Invest your life and others and it finds you!  If you are looking for happiness, you will not find it any other way.
Go get Peter!  Go get someone who is close to God.  If there is trouble, but they send for you?

Acts 9:39, “Then Peter arose and went with them. When he was come, they brought him into the upper chamber: and all the widows stood by him weeping, and shewing the coats and garments which Dorcas made, while she was with them.”
Dorcas was remembered at her funeral for her good works.  At your funeral, what will you be remembered for?  God recorded the whole thing - What is He recording about you?

Acts 9:40, “But Peter put them all forth, and kneeled down, and prayed; and turning him to the body said, Tabitha, arise. And she opened her eyes: and when she saw Peter, she sat up.”
Peter imitates the Master!  Kneeling, he sees his need for the Saviour's healing hand.

Dorcas Was Raised from the Dead

1.  She had nothing to do with being raised.  Salvation is through Jesus, not baptism etc.
2.  This was a miracle from God, just as salvation is.  Though Dorcas was a very good
     lady, she cannot give herself eternal life.
Is Healing for Today?
1.  There are no full-time handlers in the Bible.
2.  Healing was a sideline for Peter.  His main job was the preaching of the Gospel.
3.  If the modern-day healers are not fake let us take them to the nursing homes, hospitals,
     emergency wards, and put them all out of business.  There you may prove yourself.
Acts 9:41, “And he gave her his hand, and lifted her up, and when he had called the saints and widows, presented her alive.”
Hand - she needed help in getting saved (raised from the dead).  She needed to be lifted up - salvaged life after salvation.  
Acts 9:42, “And it was known throughout all Joppa; and many believed in the Lord.”
The reason for the miracle is to lead many to Christ!  The greatest miracle is salvation.  It is for eternity.  If we are the kind that church that specializes in winning the lost and helping the down and outers, it will be known throughout all of the community!
Acts 9:43, “And it came to pass, that he tarried many days in Joppa with one Simon a tanner.”
TANNER - worked with dead animal skins and was considered ceremonially unclean.  They were hated by the Jews.  Jesus often went and ate with “sinners” and Peter was Christ like in his conduct.

The Holy Spirit is getting Peter ready to use the Keys for the third time to open the Gospel door to the Gentiles.  He is also teaching him that the gospel is for everyone!

LESSONS
1.  God will use you in spite of your background.  He will use your background.  All that

     happens to you God has allowed for a reason.  Your situation and circumstances are

     tools given to you by God to spread His gospel.

2.  You will either promote or persecute God's work.  There is no middle ground.

3.  The best way to express love to the Lord is through service.

4.  The gifts of the apostolic age ended with the Apostles.  Gifts given today are for the

     getting of the Bride of Christ and are to be used as tools for getting out the gospel.

5.  God only gives gifts to busy people.  He does not give gifts to exalt self and warm

     pews.

6.  Jesus thought Saul was worth while!  God sees what you can be - man sees what you

     were / are.  Jesus has a purpose for every life.  The value of one soul - Mark 8:36, 37.

7.  Our rebellious wills must be brought into subjection.  Kicking against God's goads

     hurts us, not the pricks.

8.  God's grace in dealing with sinners.

9.  We are saved to serve.  We are saved FROM sin TO serve.  From hell to heaven. 

     From death to life, etc.

10. The heathen rage because they are lost in darkness and want to be found.  Loud

      music, parties, etc. all evidence they give.  The lost world cries out, “Please hear

      what I am not saying!  Help me get out of this darkness before it is eternally too late!”
11.  Christianity is not an easy road to travel.  Easy roads do not lead to a crown and,
       “Well done thou good and faithful servant.”  If you are on an easy road - REPENT!
        Get right with God.  Come, take up your cross and follow Him.

12.  Saul learned that Jesus was alive and that his good works did not change the fact that
       he was a sinner.

13.  God can use anyone.

14.  Ananias was not an Apostle, deacon, etc. God can use anyone!

15.  Never let fear stop you from serving God and doing His will.  Ananias was afraid of

       Saul, but he went and minister to him despite his fear.

16.  While the church has rest from the attacks from the devil, do all you can to advance
       the cause of Christ and prepare for the devil's next attack!  Be assured - it is on the
       way.

17.  Dorcas died when she was needed - No, God is all you need - Philippians 4:19.

18.  Though she was a very good lady and did many wonderful works, she was not
       excluded from sickness and death.  She was right with God, yet suffered.

19.  God does not ask us to do what we cannot do, but what He asks us to do, He equips
       us for and goes with us.

20.  Proof of salvation shows up in conduct.

21.  Jesus is worth suffering for and leading all for!
PAGE  
61

