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THE  BOOK  OF  ACTS

Chapter 8
REVIEW
1.  The theme of the book of Acts is “Winning the _____?  (Lost)

2.  The evidence of salvation is a changed_____?  (Walk)

3.  Stephen his eyes on_____?  (Jesus)

4.  Before Stephen died he asked the Lord to_____ his enemies?  (Forgive)

5.  Someone was watching and listening to all that Stephen did and said?  (Saul)

Acts  chapter  8
The story what Jesus began to do and teach continuing in Acts chapter 8.  Stephen had just been stoned for his uncompromising stand for the Lord by the “holy Council” of Jerusalem.  The holy Council had accused him of speaking blasphemous words against Moses, God, the temple, and the law.  

Stephen in turn, pointed out the real law breakers and God deniers, and was sentenced to death for his exposition.  Chapter 8 opens just after his murder.

Outline of Chapter 8
1.  The sorrow - :1-3.

2.  The scattering - :4.

3.  The Success - :5-8.

4.  The Sorcerer-ing - :9-25.

5.  The Seeker - :26-35.

6.  The Salvation - :36-40.

4.  Men of Chapter 8
1.  Saul.
2.  Philip.

3.  Simon.

4.  The Ethiopian.

Acts 8:1, “And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles.”
THE MAN SAUL
1.  He was a Jew from Tarsus.

2.  He was a Roman citizen.

3.  He was trying and educated under Gamaliel.

4.  He was determined to stamp out Christianity.

5.  He did not obey his teacher's advice - Acts 5:38.

6.  He consented to Stephen's murder.

This consent identified where he stood.  Our consent to the world and what goes on in it identifies where we stand - Jeremiah 24:15, Matthew 6:24, I. Kings 18:21. 
Persecution came against the church and the disciples were scattered abroad.

LESSON - There was purpose in persecution and there is purpose for the problems in our lives - Romans 8:28.

This began PHASE II of God's program of getting out the gospel according to Acts 1:8.  The gospel was not going to Judaea and Samaria, therefore the persecution.

A pattern develops throughout the book of Acts
1.  Revival.

2.  Attacks from the devil (from without or from within).

Jerusalem is no longer the focal point of interest - God is not limited to a certain place.  This is the first time the gospel goes beyond Jerusalem.  The apostles remain true to their calling to the Nation of Israel in Jerusalem.  Their ministry was to the Jews, and they remained faithful regardless of opposition.
Acts 8:2, “And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him.”
“Devout” - Does not necessarily mean believers.  In Acts 10:2 - Cornelius was a devout man, yet not saved.  These did not approve of the murder of Stephen.  The believers were scattered.
Acts 8:3, “As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and women committed them to prison.”
 “Havock” - A wild animal mangling its prey.

TROUBLEMAKERS - ruining of a work for God.  Saul went to great lengths to accomplish his purpose and the controlling factor of his life was his devotion to his religion.

Women were called to proclaim the Gospel, yet never to hold a church office having authority over a man

Acts 8:4, “Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word.”
They were driven from Jerusalem by persecution.  God was in the persecution.  Sometimes it is His will that His children suffer!  Yet, this suffering did not blur their vision, nor stop the witness, nor change their loyalty to Him.

God's intention and purpose of the church is not to gather around the Word and to look for manifestations and experiences.  This is dead Christianity for which God has no use.

Persecution does to the church of what wind does to seed - it scatters it and produces a greater harvest!

LESSONS
- You will either be a gospel spreader or a gossip spreader.
- Everyone is a missionary or a mission field.

- The witness is dead (Stephen) but the baton must still be carried.

- The greatest function of the local New Testament church is to preach and get out the
   gospel.

- It is the responsibility of every Christian to spread the gospel.

Q - WHAT WILL IT TAKE TO GET GOD'S PEOPLE MOVING?  It took persecution

      to move these!  

Acts 8:5, “Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them.”
Philip was a deacon - God was not dependent solely upon the apostles.  He does work through others.  The apostles had no successors.  Philip grew in his ministry.
Acts 8:6, 7, “And the people with one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. 7. For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of many that were possessed with them: and many taken with palsies, and that were lame, were healed.”
The Samaritans were ½ Jew and ½ Gentile.  They responded to God's message from God's messengers.  Miracles were given to confirm Phillip's preaching as there was no New Testament given at that time.
Acts 8:8, “And there was great joy in that city.”
The Jewish religion never did one thing for the Samaritans.  But the word of God did!  Joy was from the outbreak of revival, not worked up from some Christian rock music with guitars and drums.  The joy was not over materialism, entertainment, or sin.  The preaching of God's Word brought revival which resulted in great joy in the city!
Acts 8:9-11, “But there was a certain man, called Simon, which beforetime in the same city used sorcery, and bewitched the people of Samaria, giving out that himself was some great one: 10.  To whom they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, This man is the great power of God. 11.  And to him they had regard, because that of long time he had bewitched them with sorceries.”
Satan's Counterfeit
Satan comes at the church as a lion to destroy.  If this does not work, he comes as a serpent to deceive.  

Simon proclaimed himself while Philip proclaimed the MESSIAH!  

The people were amazed at what Simon did so they believe what he said.  They trusted Simon.  They were looking to satisfy that empty spot down deep inside.  They do not fill it with Jesus because they do not know about Him.  Therefore people will fill it with anything, but only Jesus can satisfy!
Acts 8:12, 13, “But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 13.  Then Simon himself believed also: and when he was baptized, he continued with Philip, and wondered, beholding the miracles and signs which were done.”
Simon was saved, in good company, and desired a good gift, as we will see in verse 19.  Notice, first they believed, then were baptized.  Baptism always follows salvation.
Acts 8:14-16, “Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John: 15.  Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost: 16.  (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.)”
The Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans but the Christians did!

Question - why was Peter sent to Samaria?  In Matthew 16:19, Peter was given the Keys
to the Kingdom of heaven.  With these “KEYS” he opened the door to the gospel to -
1.  The Jews in Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2.
2.  The Samaritans in Acts 8.
3.  The Gentiles into Homo Cornelius in Acts 10.

The Feast of Pentecost - was the 4th feast day.

1.  First was the Passover, which pictured the crucifixion.

2.  Second was the Feast of Unleavened Bread, picturing Jesus' burial.

3.  Third was the First Fruits, picturing the resurrection.

4.  Pentecost was 50 days later - this feast started the harvesting.  God gave specific

     instructions for the gathering of the harvest -

     a) The main body of the harvest was to go to the owner - which was the Jew - “To the
         Jew first.”
     b) The corners of the hardest would go to the poor - which were the Samaritans.

     c) The gleanings of the harvest went to the stranger - which was the Gentile.
- All three took part in one harvest - all three in the New Testament took part of the

   outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.

- Peter's keys open the door each time.  The 3rd time ended the use of the keys and Peter
   fades from the book of Acts.

Acts 8:17, 18, “Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost. 18.  And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money,”
The laying on of hands

The Holy Spirit was not transferred through the laying on of hands.  This was merely a sign or a symbol.  There were no laying on of hands in Acts 2 or Acts 10, yet both times there was the receiving of the Holy Spirit.  There were no tongues in Acts 8.  Signs were to confirm the Word that was preached until the New Testament was given.
“Simon Saw”

- What Simon saw was believers filled with the Spirit.

- Simon saw a difference in their lives.
Acts 8:19, “Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost.”
Simon wanted to buy what he thought was the power to give out the Holy Spirit.  This was greater than any miracle he had been able to perform.

From Simon's desire to buy a position in the church, we get the word - “Simony” which is the buying and selling church positions.  

Simon - pictures Christians with materialistic eyes.  They have no spiritual vision.  The love of money dominates; the love of popularity and the praises of men, and the things of the world, etc.  All of these are temporary and will perish as Simon's body did.  See Matthew 6:19-21.
Simon was a pretender - “Sunday-go-to-meeting-Christian” and what was on the inside came out on the outside - Matthew 6:24.  The gospel always conflicts with money and big business.

Acts 8:20-23, “But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with money. 21.  Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of God. 22.  Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee. 23.  For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity.”
Simony could not coexist in a Spirit-filled Church.  

The early church had its priorities in line - The preaching of God's Word and the spread of the gospel - not winning the support of the wealthy, etc.  

Simon's profession was OK in man's eyes, but an entirely different matter in the eyes of God!  God knows our ulterior motives.

Simon was to repent of this particular sin in his life!
Acts 8:24, “Then answered Simon, and said, Pray ye to the Lord for me, that none of these things which ye have spoken come upon me.”
After Simon was brought face to face with his sin, he turned to man instead of God!  He wanted deliverance from punishment, but not deliverance from sin.  He wanted a Band-Aid, not a change of lifestyle.

Acts 8:25, “And they, when they had testified and preached the word of the Lord, returned to Jerusalem, and preached the gospel in many villages of the Samaritans.”
They lost no opportunity to spread the gospel!  God has given the job of spreading the gospel to us - what are we doing with our God-given opportunities?
Acts 8:26, 27, “And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the south unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert. 27.  And he arose and went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority under Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her treasure, and had come to Jerusalem for to worship,”
Introduction to PHASE III of God's program of spreading the gospel.

Phillip was right in the midst of a great revival, and called away to the desert by the Spirit.  God wanted to show us the value of one soul - Mark 8:36, 37.

THE.ETHIOPIAN

1.  He did not find what he was looking for in Jerusalem.

2.  What he did find he was discontented with.
3.  He was seeking to satisfy that empty spot down deep in his soul.
4.  He discovered that earthly success and greatness does not satisfy.

5.  He trusted and obeyed and did not offer any excuses why he could not go.
DIVINE APPOINTMENTS - God's direction to a specific person at a specific time.
Acts 8:28, “Was returning, and sitting in his chariot read Esaias the prophet.”
The Ethiopian had concern for spiritual matters!

- He was religious but lost.

- He was sincere but sincerely wrong.

- He was not ashamed of the Bible.

- He made time to read his Bible.

- He was not entirely engrossed in the affairs of this world.

- He had positioned, power, and possessions.

- He was not satisfied with what he had - these do not satisfy.  God made us and only He
   can satisfy us.  The Ethiopian made time for God and spiritual matters, not being
   consumed by who he was and what he had.
Acts 8:29, “Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot.”
Philip had the clear leading of the Holy Spirit.  Where, who, what, etc. and he went without questions or excuses - he ran!
Acts 8:30, 31, “And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest thou what thou readest? 31.  And he said, How can I, except some man should guide me? And he desired Philip that he would come up and sit with him.”
- The Ethiopian was full of desire for instruction - he was teachable!
- He needed a teacher - someone to show him the way!  In order to be saved, you must
   know what you are doing!

The Spirit filled servant goes where he is sent, does what it is told to do, says what he is supposed to say, and brings his sheaves with him!

Acts 8:32-35, “The place of the scripture which he read was this, He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth: 33.  In his humiliation his judgment was taken away: and who shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from the earth. 34.  And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of some other man? 35.  Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus.”
- Blood atonement - this is salvation in the Old Testament - Numbers 21:5-9.  Same

  message and same Saviour!
Acts 8:36-39, “And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?

 37.  And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  38.  And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. 39.  And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing.”
Notice the order
1.  Believe.
2.  Manifested by confession with the lips. (These are the qualifications for baptism)

3.  Testified to by baptism - which is clearly by immersion!

4.  A visible difference in his life - rejoicing!  

- He forgot about Philip now that he found the Master - Philippians 4:19.

- He was accepted by God = God is not prejudice!

- Today, if Christ is hindered, it is because some Philip refuses to go.

- The Ethiopian was converted instantly, he obeyed and was baptized!  He was no “closet
   Christian” - he wanted all to know what the Lord had done for him.

- No tongues followed his conversion or his baptism.

- You would need no “blub-blub” (baptism) nor a “blab-blab” (tongues) to be saved!
Acts 8:40, “But Philip was found at Azotus: and passing through he preached in all the cities, till he came to Caesarea.”
Philip was caught away - which is a picture of the rapture.

LESSONS
1.  God can and will save anyone - II Peter 3:9.  Whosoever will!

2.  God can and will use any one.  You do not have to be an apostle to be used of God!
     All of us have a job to do, which is get the gospel out = go soul winning!
3.  Simon is a picture of an inconsistent Christian (with their profession) - Titus 1:16.
4.  There are four men in Acts chapter 8 -

    a) Saul - a troublemaker for the church.
    b) Philip - an on fire Christian.

    c) Simon - one who cares for the things of the world, etc.

    d) Ethiopian - a new convert who is still learning, not a Philip but well on the way!

5.  You do not have to be a pastor to get the gospel out.

6.  Success is not necessarily in numbers - it is in helping others.

7.  Success is being your potential under the control of the Holy Spirit.

8.  Why did God use Philip in Samaria?

    A) Faithfulness.

    B) Willing to take directions.

    C) Prompt in obedience, self-control.

    D) Was ready to explain the gospel.
    E) Was available.

9.  Preaching leads to Revival - chapter 2.
     Prayer leads to Filling - chapter 4.

     Pride leads to Rebuke and Fall - chapter 5.

     Persecution leads to scattering - chapter 8.

10.  The gospel is for all nations - pictured in the 3 conversions in the Acts 8, 10 - the
       descendents of Noah -
       A) Ham - the Ethiopian.

       B) Shem - Saul.

       C) Japheth - Cornelius.

11.  Trouble can be problems or opportunities for service.  Persecution leads to great joy
        if we remain faithful.

12.  Satan tries destruction, then deception - from a lion to a serpent, and he uses anyone

       he can and attacks without mercy.

13.  The salvation order for the Gentiles is as follows -

      A) Hear the Word.

      B) Believe.
      C) Receive the Holy Spirit.

      D) Baptism.

14.  God's method is for men to take His message to other men.

15.  Some are called to suffer.  God has a purpose for suffering, and often in Scripture, it
       is His will for Christians to suffer.

16.  Christian work is no bed of roses!  If it is - you will not be in the Lord's will and you
       will not be attacked by the devil.

17.  God wants everyone to be saved - John 3:16, II Peter 3:9, I John 2:2.
18.  You only believe that he which moves you to action.

19.  But Word produces conviction, conversion, and change!

20.  Saul had zeal, feelings, and enthusiasm, but he was still lost.
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