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Bible                                                                                                                          Teacher
THE  BOOK  OF  ACTS

Chapter 4
REVIEW
1.  The theme of the book of Acts is “Winning the _____?  (Lost)

2.  In the book of Acts, God is shifting from the Kingdom to the_____?  (Church)

3.  The key verse for the book of Acts chapter 1 is verse _____?  (8)

4.  The main job given to the church and believers is to win the_____?  (Lost)

5.  The theme of Peter's preaching was the_____?  (Resurrection)

6.  Last week in the story of the lame man, we said that the evidence of a saved man is his

     changed_____?  ( Walk)

Acts chapter 4 continues from chapter 3
REVIEW
Peter and John were on their way into the temple and it was the hour of prayer.  A lame man, who had laid daily at the gate of the temple asked them for some help as they entered into the temple.

Peter told the lame man to look at them, and said that he did not have any silver or gold.  But - what he did have, he would give him!  Peter reached his hand out, the lame man took it and he was instantly healed.  Together they went into the temple, and the healed man made a public profession of what the Lord had done for him.

Soon a crowd had gathered, who had all recognized him as the man who had begged at the gate for years.  As they were gathering, Peter sees the opportunity and began to preach to them.

This brings us to chapter 4.
Acts 4:1, “And as they spake unto the people, the priests, and the captain of the temple, and the Sadducees, came upon them.”

THE  FIRST  PERSECUTION
Any time there is a work for God going on the devil will soon show his ugly head - A good sign that you are doing something for God will be the attacks from the devil.
II.  Timothy 3:12, “Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.”
Interesting - Persecution arose because of what they did, not because of what they believed.  The devil persecutes - not for your beliefs but for what you do with them!

The words “CAME UNTO THEM” - in Acts 4:1 are strong words meaning that violently and suddenly they rushed upon Peter and John.

They include:
1.  The priests.

2.  The captain of the temple - chief of the “religious police.”
3.  Sadducees - not Pharisees.

Under the government of Rome, they were in charge of keeping peace in the temple.  If things got out of hand, they were in danger of losing their jobs.
The Sadducees did not believe in the spiritual, angels, miracles, and the resurrection.  However, the Pharisees were worried about what Jesus said after He was crucified, that He would rise from the dead.  This is why they influenced Pilot to cover the tomb and he sealed it and placed guards around it.  Yet the resurrection proved them all wrong because Jesus did arise from the dead!  They were materialistic and usually very wealthy people.  They were rationalists - liberals and modernists of the day.
Acts 4:2, “Being grieved that they taught the people, and preached through Jesus the resurrection from the dead.”

“Grieved” - Extreme anger!

1.  That they taught the people - “Religion” keeps people in the dark, and few are in control of everyone else.  Peter and John were teaching contrary to their religion.

2.  They preached the resurrection - this proved the Sadducees wrong.  They showed up the religious leaders and make them look bad.  Now the town was not big enough for the both of them.  Bible preaching will always stir opposition of some kind - religious, sinners of the town = drunkards, sodomites, etc.
Acts 4:3, “And they laid hands on them, and put them in hold unto the next day: for it was now eventide.”

“In hold” - jail?  Probably in the care of a guard.  They did not follow this procedure with Jesus!  They tried him at night.  “Eventide” - it was inconvenient for them to meet now.  So far this was a legal procedure.  They were not attacked from without.  Perhaps the Sadducees thought they could scare Peter into denying Jesus again or to be silent.  But Peter is now influenced from above and within, not from the surrounding circumstances.
Acts 4:4, “Howbeit many of them which heard the word believed; and the number of the men was about five thousand.
They heard the Word and believed = salvation today!  5000 - Here or the total since Pentecost?  If this was all men and the total was 5000, if they were all married with one child, this could total 15,000!  (Jesus fed the 5000)  
I        Corinthians    15:58, “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.”
Acts 4:5, 6, “And it came to pass on the morrow, that their rulers, and elders, and scribes, 6.  And Annas the high priest, and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander, and as many as were of the kindred of the high priest, were gathered together at Jerusalem.”

Family controlled?  Relatives in the church = blood is thickened and water.  They probably called a special meeting because their jobs were in danger.
Acts 4:7, “And when they had set them in the midst, they asked, By what power, or by what name, have ye done this?”

The right are usually in the minority - the Sanhedrin consisted of 70 members with 1 leader.  Peter and John were set in the midst of them - a semi circle with them probably in the middle?
This was probably set up like this for intimidation - Matthew 10:28, “And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”
Here they asked two questions:

1.  By what power?
2.  By what name?

By stating, “…have ye done THIS?” - they recognize that something did in fact take place.  (Miracle - these they did not believe in, even after seeing one?)

Acts 4:8-10, “Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of the people, and elders of Israel, 9.  If we this day be examined of the good deed done to the impotent man, by what means he is made whole; 10.  Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you whole.”

Peter seized the opportunity to speak in behalf of his Lord!  He was filled with the Holy Ghost.  Evidence of true repentance = when you try to make up for your failure - his denial of Christ a few months earlier.
In verse 10, Peter answers the two questions in verse 7.
1.  NAME - Jesus Christ of Nazareth - the One the same group that condemned and crucified!

2.  Power - BY HIM” by the power of God.

There were three at this “hearing,” Peter, John, and the healed man.  He stood with the authority.  He did not say anything = anyone can stand.  Jesus stood alone = we can too.  We are never alone - He is always with us = we are in the right crowd.
Acts 4:11, “This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head of the corner.”

Jesus had quoted this verse in - Matthew 22:42.  Solomon's Temple = there was no hammers, hammering inside the temple.  If one stone did not fit, it was set aside.  When it came to the corner, it was the Cornerstone.
Acts 4:12, “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”

Peter seized and took advantage of every captive audience.  Salvation is a gift = GIVEN.  Men are not saved through your religious organization.  The rejection of the Messiah had become official, and salvation is now offered specifically to individuals.  Peter was calling for national repentance, and now he calls for individual repentance (no longer offered nationally) God is shifting from the kingdom to the church, from Israel to salvation to the Gentiles.
Acts 4:13, “Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus.”

They took knowledge of them being with Jesus - in the past.  But Jesus was present in them and working through them.  Their boldness was not cocky, but because of God's presence, they were confident.  Ignorant = common, yet confounded education to those Sanhedrin.  LESSON - They can tell Who you have been with!  If you are soaking wet, we can tell you have been around water; and where you have been if you are covered in mud, etc.  If you stink = been with a skunk = wrong crowd.
Acts 4:14, “And beholding the man which was healed standing with them, they could say nothing against it.”

The job of the church is to heal men - this is what causes opposition with hell.  Church is to be a spiritual hospital, not a spiritual museum showing off your best “artwork.”  A church without a “healed man” does not have an argument in the world's eyes or in God's.  God provided protection for Peter and John in the work of “healing men” (soul winning).
Acts 4:15, 16, “But when they had commanded them to go aside out of the council, they conferred among themselves, 16.  Saying, What shall we do to these men? for that indeed a notable miracle hath been done by them is manifest to all them that dwell in Jerusalem; and we cannot deny it.”

“A NOTABLE MIRACLE” - This was totally against what the Sadducees believed -  “BY THEM” - They did not believe that this was done through Jesus' name, or the power of God.  However, they could not deny the miracle = “We cannot deny that the healed man stands it in for us.”
ILLUSTRATION - If we were on trial, would that be enough EVIDENCE (a healed man) to convict us of being a Christian?  James 2:24, “Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.”  (In the eyes of man - God = Romans 4:5)
Acts 4:17, 18, “But that it spread no further among the people, let us straitly threaten them, that they speak henceforth to no man in this name. 18.  And they called them, and commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus.”

Pride - They did not repent, nor consider what Peter and John had said might be true.  If Peter and John were right, that meant that they were wrong - prideful people cannot admit they are wrong about anything, especially in public.
Acts 4:19, 20, “But Peter and John answered and said unto them, Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye. 20.  For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.”

An immediate answer, there are no private meeting.  Peter and John could not help it because this is what was in them = what goes in will come out - just as programming a computer.  Movies, books, etc. goes into our programming and will come out in our daily life.  If the church is right on the inside, then right will come out of the church.

Testimony - simply telling what the Lord has done for you and in your life.  It was not possible for those men to remain silent of what God had done to them, through them, and making them witnesses of a great miracle.
Acts 4:21, “So when they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding nothing how they might punish them, because of the people: for all men glorified God for that which was done.”

Peter and John took a stand.  When the lines were drawn in the sand, the lines of battle were also drawn.  This Sadducees did not stop at anything when killing Jesus, and they would stop at nothing in silencing His followers.  These threats were a very big deal.

FINDING NOTHING - these men were acting in harmony with the Scriptures.

Deuteronomy 13:12-15, “If thou shalt hear say in one of thy cities, which the Lord thy God hath given thee to dwell there, saying, 13.  Certain men, the children of Belial, are gone out from among you, and have withdrawn the inhabitants of their city, saying, Let us go and serve other gods, which ye have not known; 14.  Then shalt thou inquire, and make search, and ask diligently; and, behold, if it be truth, and the thing certain, that such abomination is wrought among you; 15.  Thou shalt surely smite the inhabitants of that city with the edge of the sword, destroying it utterly, and all that is therein, and the cattle thereof, with the edge of the sword.”

“Because of the people” - riots.  5000 on your side VS - 71 for the Sanhedrin.  4:21 - they glorified God = this is the right kind of preaching!
Acts 4:22, “For the man was above forty years old, on whom this miracle of healing was shewed.”

You are never too old to be used by God!

Acts 4:23, “And being let go, they went to their own company, and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said unto them.”

Separation - “…their own company” - First place they went.  When the world is against you, you should always be able to turn to the church.  The healed man - now has a new walk, a new service, and a new place to serve.
Acts 4:24-30, “And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to God with one accord, and said, Lord, thou art God, which hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is: 25.  Who by the mouth of thy servant David hast said, Why did the heathen rage, and the people imagine vain things? 26.  The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord, and against his Christ. 27.  For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together, 28.  For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done. 29.  And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak thy word, 30.  By stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that signs and wonders may be done by the name of thy holy child Jesus.”

First  recorded  prayer  in  the  book  of  acts
1.  They addressed Him as Lord.  This is a very strong word meaning - the absolute ruler
     of everything.

2.  They addressed Him as God and Creator = Jesus - John 1:1-3; Colossians 1:16;
     Revelation 4:11.

3.  They quoted the Bible - verses 25, 26 = the Holy Spirit always operates in harmony
     with the Bible.  Our prayers should also be in harmony with the Bible.

4.  Verse 27 - they addressed Jesus as “Holy” = sinless.

                                                        as “Child” = God's Son.
                                                        as “Anointed” = Messiah.
5.  God is Sovereign -verse 28 - Nothing happens without His approval.  Jesus was slain
     from the foundations of the world.  God had a Divine purpose in the cross!

6.  They asked for boldness - verse 29 - They did not ask God to take away the threats,
     but in the light of the threats, that they would be able to proclaim the word with
     boldness.  There were three results - PRAISE, not complain; PRAYED; POWER.

7.  They asked for signs to be done - verse 29.  Not for their sakes but for the unbelieving
     Sadducees sake.
Psalms 86:17, “Shew me a token for good; that they which hate me may see it, and be ashamed: because thou, Lord, hast holpen me, and comforted me.”

8.  Verse 31 - they were filled with the Holy Ghost!  Results of the filling?  They did not
     speak in tongues…  
Reports  of  how  the  church  in  Jerusalem  was  doing.
Acts 4:32, “And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things common.”

They were of one heart and soul - what the church should be; results of believing.  No one was selfish; they had all things common - why?  They are looking for the Kingdom.
Acts 4:33, “And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all.”

They had great power in witnessing = results of being filled with the Holy Spirit.  They had great grace.  Grace - a desire and power to do God's will = win the lost.
Acts 4:34, “Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold,”

Not one of them lacked any necessity - the church took care of each other.
Acts 4:35-37, “And laid them down at the apostles' feet: and distribution was made unto every man according as he had need. 36.  And Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas, (which is, being interpreted, the son of consolation,) a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus, 37.  Having land, sold it, and brought the money, and laid it at the apostles' feet.”

They did what was necessary to help each other.  They were committed to the well-being of each church member - voluntarily, not communism = forced to do it.  Commitment of the giver - Matthew 6:21, “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”
Responsibility of them receiving = distribute to those in need; not abuse by not working - see this in #5.

LESSONS
1.  God is long-suffering with sinners - He still wanted the Sadducees to be saved.

2.  True witnessing speaks of the bad news of sin, guilt, hell, and the good news of Jesus
     and salvation!

3.  The way to reach the masses is to help the individual sinners.  (Lame man in #3)

4.  The best defense of the truth is a changed life - 4:16;  II Corinthians 5:17.
5.  When God blesses, Satan shows up to slow the work and silence the witness.  He will
     use whatever, whoever, wherever, whenever, however = beware of the serpent.  What
     would you do if you knew there was a snake in your home?
6.  Prayer is the secret to success - 4:16!  Spurgeon = I can tell when my people pray for

     me.

7.  Miracles are not a substitute for God's Word.  Miracles alone can never convict or

     convert sinners.  Stand on the word and not that you were touched and how you felt.

8.  Make decisions on the basis of RIGHT, not popularity or outcome - 4:19.  Question -

     Is it right?  Not, “What will they think?”
9.  Satan's job is to silence the church - he has been very busy and very successful.

10.  Peter and John used their arrest as an opportunity to witness for the Lord.

11.  When Peter and John came back to the church, they came with a sense of urgency for

       prayer.  We should come to church in a state of emergency - the world is on their

       way to a devil's hell.

12.  The Bible and prayer and the Holy Spirit always go together.

13.  True prayer is asking God to do His will through us.

14.  Pray for power to be equal to the task - do not pray for the task to be lessened.

15.  Nothing lies beyond the reach of prayer except that which is outside of God's will.

16.  We are stewards of what the Lord has given us.  We should use our material

       possessions to bring glory to His name.
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