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THE  BOOK  OF  ACTS

Chapter 27
REVIEW
Paul had been a prisoner for more than two years.  He had stood before the king and governors and had preached to them as well as to soldiers and other prisoners.  Receiving no justice at his trials, he appealed unto Caesar, and now at last, these long weary and seemingly fruitless years are over and Paul will go to Rome.  Life is sometimes compared to a voyage at sea.  Study the voyage in this chapter and see the ship tossed about on the rough sea.  Don’t be discouraged that there were more days of storm than calm, but be encouraged at being kept safe and close to Jesus during the storms.  See a picture of salvation and the Christian life!  We also see in this chapter the need for labor and patients, the variety of fellow travelers, who are in the “same boat” as us on our trip homeward.  See the certainty of storms, the value of sacrifice, and of a sure anchor.  See the promise of God for a safe arrival to the golden shores of heaven!

Acts 27:1, 2, “And when it was determined that we should sail into Italy, they delivered Paul and certain other prisoners unto one named Julius, a centurion of Augustus' band.  And entering into a ship of Adramyttium, we launched, meaning to sail by the coasts of Asia; one Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica, being with us.”
“WE” – Luke is speaking and is on board with Paul.  With them is Aristarchus.  Also on board were prisoners on their way to die.  God’s grace allowed them and Paul to come together so Paul could tell them about Jesus before their death.  LESSON: God cares for every man’s soul!

Acts 27:3, ”And the next day we touched at Sidon. And Julius courteously entreated Paul, and gave him liberty to go unto his friends to refresh himself.”
Making a stop over in Sidon, Julius allows Paul the freedom to leave the ship (shore leave) and to go visit his friends in the church there.  No doubt, the ship’s quarters were cramped, as there were 276 people on board (:37).  These ships were not as luxurious as our ocean liners today, and the encouragement and brief visit ashore would mean a great deal to Paul.  Paul was getting up in years now and needed to be refreshed and encouraged by his friends there.  LESSON:  In our voyage of life, we need to take time to go to church regularly in order to be refreshed, encouraged, and to fellowship with God’s people.  LESSON: Justice is treating a prisoner with kindness until they are proven guilty.  All are innocent until proven guilty.
Acts 27:4, “And when we had launched from thence, we sailed under Cyprus, because the winds were contrary.”
Sometimes, the contrary winds of life will determine where we go and what we do.  These winds include peer pressure, popularity, profit, etc.
Acts 27:5, 6, “And when we had sailed over the sea of Cilicia and Pamphylia, we came to Myra, a city of Lycia. 6.  And there the centurion found a ship of Alexandria sailing into Italy; and he put us therein.”
In their journey to Rome, they had to leave one ship and board another, as most ships did not travel all the way to Rome.  At Myra, they found a ship from Alexandria (which is in Egypt) that was headed to Rome Italy.  Rome imported much of their wheat from Egypt and this particular ship was loaded with wheat headed for Rome (:38).  The captain and the owner of the ship were no doubt glad to have the prisoners aboard as this would mean greater profits for them, as they profited from cargo and passengers.

Acts 27:7, “And when we had sailed slowly many days, and scarce were come over against Cnidus, the wind not suffering us, we sailed under Crete, over against Salmone;”
Ships back then were powered by the wind, blowing against the sails.  The harder the wind blew, the faster the ship could travel.  Obviously when there wasn’t much wind, travel was slow.  Other times, there was so much wind, it would be too dangerous to travel the open seas, and they would sail close to land.  Here, they sailed “against” or near Cnidus as the wind did not allow them to sail the open seas, and many days were required to travel the 130 miles.  LESSON:  They kept going regardless of the strong, contrary winds!  They sailed under the island of Crete – or near it, and near Salmone.  Danger from the high winds made it necessary to follow the coastline for protection instead of taking a shorter, more direct route across the open sea.  LESSON: The dangers from Satan and the world make it necessary for us to travel through this life near the Solid Rock of Jesus, His Word, and His church!  The further we are from Jesus, His Word, and His house, the more susceptible we are to the contrary winds and seas of life.  On this voyage, they sailed slowly many days, and the winds were contrary.  Our journey to heaven will be the same. 

Acts 27:8, “And, hardly passing it, came unto a place which is called The fair havens; nigh whereunto was the city of Lasea.”
“Hardly passing it” or barely avoiding being blown into the rocky shore by the violent winds.  The fair havens was a small bay near the city of Lasea.  It was too open for an ideal harbor, and the city of Lasea was about five miles away form the fair havens.  An ideal harbor would be closer to a city, or better yet, in the city.  It would be a safe place to dock, load, and unload cargo and passengers.

Acts 27:9, “Now when much time was spent, and when sailing was now dangerous, because the fast was now already past, Paul admonished them,”
They had already spent a lot of time on their journey to Rome and time is money!  They needed to get their cargo and passengers to Rome to avoid losing too much profit.  However, this time of year was know to be dangerous for sailing, and that area was notorious for the terrible storms that swept across it during the early fall season.  “The fast” is a reference to the Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16:29) which was the tenth day of the 7th month.  This outs the season of the year between September and October, and traditionally, this is a rough season for boats and ships.  LESSON: Once your time is all spent, that’s all there is = Use your time for Jesus!

Acts 27:10, “And said unto them, Sirs, I perceive that this voyage will be with hurt and much damage, not only of the lading and ship, but also of our lives.”
Paul was not afraid to die.  He knew he was going to heaven, but did not have this assurance about his fellow shipmates.  He wanted to bring to their attention the fact that they could die out at sea, and they will spend eternity somewhere.  Paul was not guessing about what would happen on the trip, but was directly informed of God!  LESSON: Others know things we don’t and we would be wise to heed their warnings.  (“Lading” is the cargo on the ship).
Acts 27:11, “Nevertheless the centurion believed the master and the owner of the ship, more than those things which were spoken by Paul.”

If you were in the centurion’s shoes, who would you believe?  An owner of a ship and a master = one who made his living at sailing, and knowing the sea and seasons of sailing, or a prisoner who was not a professional seaman, but a “religious fanatic?”  “What does a preacher know about the sea and the art of sailing a ship?” thought the centurion.  Paul was an educated preacher, and had much experience in shipwreck!  (II Cor. 11:25)  Besides his experience, he had a direct line with the King of kings in heaven that knew exactly what was in store for them!  The captain and owner of the ship were anxious to be under way in order that they might unload their cargo and collect their money.  LESSON: Listen to the voice of experience so you won’t end up shipwrecked too!

Acts 27:12, “And because the haven was not commodious to winter in, the more part advised to depart thence also, if by any means they might attain to Phenice, and there to winter; which is an haven of Crete, and lieth toward the south west and north west.”
Fair Haven, the place the ship was now anchored in, was not an outstanding harbor.  It was not located near supply centers, and there was no entertainment or places where the sailors could find relaxation and enjoyment.  They did not have “all the comforts of home” there, and it was not the ideal place to spend the winter in.  Perhaps, there was a discussion and a vote taken among the seamen and the travelers.  “The more part” – the majority of those consulted decided to leave fair havens and to go to Phenice.  There they could spend the winter in comfort and safety.  However, the danger lay in traveling the distance between the two places during this dangerous time of year.  Paul was against leaving fair havens, because they were already safely docked and it wouldn’t be that inconvenient and uncomfortable to stay there.  The crew and passengers did not agree and thought it worth the risk to go to Phenice. 

LESSON:  Taking risks out of necessity is reasonable, but to take unnecessary risks for the sake of comfort and pleasure is foolish!  LESSON: When Christians are not “comfortable” in the church they attend, they will go to Phenice to look for a more “commodious” place to winter in.  A sermon could be preached here on “How not to determine the will of God.”  Julius’ decision process included - Being comfortable, expert advice, majority consent, and change in weather, etc.  Sometimes we get ourselves into storms for the same reasons - impatience, following advice contrary to God’s man, following the crowd, trusting ideal circumstances, etc.
Acts 27:13, “And when the south wind blew softly, supposing that they had obtained their purpose, loosing thence, they sailed close by Crete.”
The ship’s crew thought that they could safely reach Phenice and disregarded Paul’s warning.  They wanted “greener pasture” on the others side of the fence.  To add to their false sense of security, “The south wind blew softly,” whispering that everything would be OK, they assumed!  Or thought they knew more that God’s man!  They were depending on themselves and their knowledge and skills to get them safely to Phenice.

LESSON:  (Proverbs 16:25).  We think we know what we’re doing and what we want, but God puts people in our lives to lead and guide us so our lives do not end up in shipwreck!  Even though we cannot see the dangers, and the circumstances look harmless to us, we would still be a lot better off if we would submit to the authorities God has set over us.  It does not pay to get out from under God given umbrella of protection.

LESSON:  The devil’s “south soft winds” are tricks designed to lure us away from the safety of the harbor.  “Stay close to Crete and you’ll be OK!” he says.  “Just don’t get too far out.  Just rebel a little.  You have a mind of your own and you can think for yourself.  Just don’t do anything in excess and you’ll be OK.”  But listening to the devil’s lies soon leads to shipwreck and total loss!

LESSON:  They made the wrong decision by: (1) listening to and putting their faith in the wrong people. (2) being impatient because much tome was spent already (3) not wanting to stay in discomfort (4) majority of people wanted to go crowd is usually wrong (5) circumstances were favorable.  Even if circumstances are with you, you are still better off with God and His will!

Acts 27:14, “But not long after there arose against it a tempestuous wind, called Euroclydon.”
It is a know fact that serve storms come quickly in the Mediterranean sea, especially in the fall season.  This violent wind was called Euroclydon.  This was a union of two different winds, (east and north) which produces a whirling and twisting as tornadoes.  LESSON:  Not long after we disobey come the storms - Galatians 6:7!  Storms come when two winds disagree and storms in our life come when we disagree with God and authority He has put over us.  The contrary winds of doubt, persecution, failure, fruitlessness, etc. will blow us off course if we do not obey God’s Word!  LESSON:  If you do what you do because you are a “wind checker,” you will end up where the wind takes you!  Wind checkers check the wind on God’s Word, etc. and if there are no contrary winds, they will go ahead.
Acts 27:15, “And when the ship was caught, and could not bear up into the wind, we let her drive.”
Once the storm came, they could no longer control the ship.  They were at the mercy of the wind and storm.  LESSON:  When  you leave and safe harbor of authority and rebel, then you are at the mercy of the storms of sin and Satan!  The devil’s deceiving winds blow your life off course and you are never the same.  You can never get back as you were and you can never repair the damage done.  Today’s man of God who proclaims the truth is branded a religious fanatic.  But he’s the first one the rebels call on when the storms come.  LESSON:  There us always a gentle south wind blowing just ahead of the storm.  ILL: Revivals and city wide crusades under the wrong sponsorship.

Acts 27:16, “And running under a certain island which is called Clauda, we had much work to come by the boat:”
The ship was brought along the shoreline of the island, which afforded some protection from the winds.  How much better it would have been to remain in the safe harbor of submission to authority!  In these ancient times, lifeboats were not secured around the vessel as on or modern ships, but were carried in tow.  The ships crew “had much work to come by the boat” – they had much difficulty in saving the small boat which was being towed by the ship.  This smaller boat towed by the ship was not only used as a lifeboat, but also for loading and unloading in places where they couldn’t dock the bigger ship.

Acts 27:17, “Which when they had taken up, they used helps, undergirding the ship; and, fearing lest they should fall into the quicksands, strake sail, and so were driven.”
They finally managed to lift the little boat on board the ship and then did what they could to secure the ship for the storm.  The ship was not strong enough to resist the violent winds  and waves, so they “undergirded” the ship = they put ropes or cables around the ship to keep if from falling apart under the pounding of the waves and lashing of the wind.  LESSON:  Once you leave the safety of the harbor, you must now spend your time fighting storms and preventing damage.  Now you face new dangers (quicksand) and new traps of Satan!  Sails and full mast would do more harm than good in the storm, so they had to strake sail = lower the sails and surrender the ship to the mercy of the storm.  LESSON:  In a storm, do not try and combat it.  Concentrate on surviving and saving the ship through it.
Acts 27:18, “And we being exceedingly tossed with a tempest, the next day they lightened the ship;”
During the storm that rebellion brings, expect your life to be exceedingly tossed!  Don’ t forget, the storms and problems you face were brought on by the leaving of the safety of the harbor.  “Well, Freddy did and he’s not going through any storms.”  No, he’s still in the “south wind” of Satan – but mark it down, the storms are on the way!  Storms produce desperate thinking and these began to lighten the ship.  They start off with throwing overboard thongs they deem unnecessary or unessential.  Churches do this when they are going through storms as well a Christians.  LESSON:  When threatened with destruction, we need to throw overboard much excess baggage and other things that hinder progress in the Christian life.
Many Christians and Pastors throw out the wrong cargo in order to sail smoothly in a modern world!  We should throw overboard that which hinder our progress!  Shifting cargo in a ship can kill someone or it can cause the ship to lean to one side and can prevent proper steering.  If the ship leaks, shifting cargo can help to sink it!

Acts 27:19, “And the third day we cast out with our own hands the tackling of the ship.”
Three days into the storm and now they are throwing out the ship's tackling consisting of ropes and pulleys - equipment used to move heavy objects and cargo.  (All because one man decided not to believe God’s Word)  In these troublesome times the relative value of things in the mind of the master and crew under goes a great change.  The things that were precious and necessary, now lose all value in their eyes!

Acts 27:20, “And when neither sun nor stars in many days appeared, and no small tempest lay on us, all hope that we should be saved was then taken away.”
There was no sun (Light) and no hope.  What a picture of (1) Lost mankind today.  Tossed to and fro in the storm of disobedience and sin, without God, and without hope. (2) Christian on dark, cloudy days, tossed to and fro in life’s storms and clouds.  As Christians, we should see the beauty of the clouds, not the dark days and hopelessness of the storms.
Acts 27:21, “But after long abstinence Paul stood forth in the midst of them, and said, Sirs, ye should have hearkened unto me, and not have loosed from Crete, and to have gained this harm and loss.”
“Long abstinence” here refers to abstinence from food.  Food would not have been easy to prepare as the ship rolled and tossed in the waves.  Some were fasting to their gods, some were seasick, and the thought of death caused others to lose their appetites.  They had disregarded Paul’s warning and had listened to the deceiving “south wind."  LESSON:  God gives us this true story as a warning, showing us what happens when we rebel against authority, listen to Satan’s lies, and set out to do our own thing!  A divine message from God through God given authority is to be believed and acted upon.  God also shows us the results of not listening to God’s warning through God’s man.  Paul rebukes them from their disobedience in order to teach them the importance of listening and obeying the first time, and to help them learn from their mistakes.
LESSON: There are “no atheists in foxholes.”  And there are not very many atheists in typhoons and hurricanes either!

Acts 27:22, “And now I exhort you to be of good cheer: for there shall be no loss of any man's life among you, but of the ship.”
Paul exhorts them to be cheerful because he has weathered worst things that this -          (II Corinthians 11:23-27) and because this is his FOURTH shipwreck!  He assures them of the safety of their lives, but that the ship would be lost.

Acts 27:23, “For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve,”
Jesus came in the darkest hour of Paul’s voyage and gave him a message of comfort.  He promised Paul that he would minister in Rome, and Paul believed God’s Word!  Faith in God’s Word gives hope and assurance during the storms of life!  Paul acknowledges God’s ownership and his servitude to Him.

Acts 27:24, “Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Caesar: and, lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with thee.”
Paul had told the truth before about the damage to the ship.  Perhaps now they will listen as he tells the truth concerning their lives!

Acts 27:25, “Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told me.”
Paul had faith and took God at His Word and did not spiritualize His message, or add to, or take away from it!  In order to be saved, we must simply take God at His Word!  That we are saved by faith in Christ!  Paul passed the message on to his discouraged shipmates.  LESSON:  We are all on the ship of life together and the message of God’s saving grace needs to be passed on to our fellow men.  God’s promises cheered Paul, not a spiritual manifestation.  Paul was confident because of the Word, not because of a feeling!  When God tells you something, you can bank on it.  (Assurance)
Acts 27:26, “Howbeit we must be cast upon a certain island.”
In revealing the promises of God concerning their lives, Paul must also reveal what God said about being cast upon an island!  LESSON: God’s man will preach the good news of salvation and the bad news of judgment, and the price on sin!

Acts 27:27, “But when the fourteenth night was come, as we were driven up and down in Adria, about midnight the shipmen deemed that they drew near to some country;”
It had been two weeks since the storm struck the ship – 14 days and nights of being tossed about in the storm.  As they drew near land, they sensed it’s nearness, perhaps by hearing the waves breaking on land, the smells, the movement of birds, objects on the surface of the water, etc.  Experienced seamen can tell when they are near land.
Acts 27:28, “And sounded, and found it twenty fathoms: and when they had gone a little further, they sounded again, and found it fifteen fathoms.”
“Sounded” – Heave the lead – They dropped a line overboard with a heavy weight attached to it, and when the weight hit bottom, they would measure the rope and see how deep the water was.  This is what our modern day depth finders do.  A “fathom” is approximately 6-7 feet.

Acts 27:29, “Then fearing lest we should have fallen upon rocks, they cast four anchors out of the stern, and wished for the day.”
Now they have a new fear: crashing on the rocks, sinking, and drowning in the sea.  As a safety measure, they cast out four anchors.  (This mainliner from Egypt to Rome was large enough to need anchors and carry 276 passengers)

Acts 27:30, “And as the shipmen were about to flee out of the ship, when they had let down the boat into the sea, under colour as though they would have cast anchors out of the foreship,”
The ship’s crew had given up hope of saving the ship and were about to jump into the little boat and head for land.  They pretended – “UNDER COLOR” – to be throwing out more anchors to secure the ship.
LESSON: Circumstances reveal true character and have a way of bringing out a person’s true “colors!”  When trouble comes, they always want to jump ship!!!  And leave everyone else to fend for themselves = America’s trouble.  We’ve raised a generation of ship jumpers who, when the least problem arise, they jump ship in their marriage, families, church, school, etc.  But for the Christian, God has promised not to put more on us than we can take.  And His grace is sufficient for any storm! (I Corinthians. 10:13,     II Corinthians 12:9)

God allows circumstances to reveal to you your character and spiritual maturity, in order that you may see what’s wrong, and see the weak areas in your life, and with His help, make the necessary adjustments.
Acts 27:31, “Paul said to the centurion and to the soldiers, Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved.”
Paul knew that he and the rest of the ship’s passengers need the crew to help them to safety.  So, to prevent the crew from jumping into the little boat and taking off, he went and told the centurion and the soldiers what the crew was doing.  He told them, “If the crew leaves, then there’s no hope for you, your men, and these prisoners to be saved!”

LESSON: As with the crew, if we do not stay in church, in the Bible, and in close fellowship with God’s people, the storms of life will be too much for us to handle, and we will come to the place where we will jump ship!  God has put us as helpers to those in life’s storms.  You should do your duty and not think of self only by trying to “abandon your ship.”
Acts 27:32, “Then the soldiers cut off the ropes of the boat, and let her fall off”
To prevent the ship’s crew from jumping ship and leaving them to fend for themselves the soldiers acted on Paul’s warning and came and cut the ropes attached to the little boat.  (the dingy)  LESSON:  We’re all in this together.  Cut off the ways of escape!  (Divorce, joining another church…) And get busy trying to save the ship!  Because of their selfishness, the life boat drifted off empty.  There are too many Christians who’s only thought is for themselves.
Acts 27:33, 34, “And while the day was coming on, Paul besought them all to take meat, saying, This day is the fourteenth day that ye have tarried and continued fasting, having taken nothing.  34.  Wherefore I pray you to take some meat: for this is for your health: for there shall not an hair fall from the head of any of you.”
The anxiety of those 14 days had taken it’s toll of their physical strength.  Paul said, “For your health’s sake, you need to eat.”  Paul used a familiar expression to assure the men aboard ship that they would not only escape death, but would escape with not the slightest injury.  Therefore, there was no reason why they should not be encouraged, ease their worry and anxiety, and partake of food in order to have strength for whatever lay ahead.  (Use these verses to show a person we are to eat meat for our health.  It’s not saying that, but they won’t have the character to study it out just like they don’t have the character to study out Acts 2:38)

Acts 27:35, “And when he had thus spoken, he took bread, and gave thanks to God in presence of them all: and when he had broken it, he began to eat.”
Paul lived what he believed and was not ashamed to bow his head in public and thank God for his food!  Paul’s testimony and prayer publicly acknowledge the true living Saviour, and that he was grateful for all God has done for him!  Paul teaches by example and gives them a visual aid!

Acts 27:36, “Then were they all of good cheer, and they also took some meat.”
 Paul showed his confidence in God in His actions and His courage example becomes contagious!  The men were encouraged by his example and did eat some food!

Acts 27:37, “And we were in all in the ship two hundred threescore and sixteen souls.”
 276 never dying souls that would spend eternity somewhere!!! (Mark 8:36,37!)  LESSON: Men and women with never dying souls are all around us!  Help us to be like Paul and not like the crew that thought only of themselves, trying to save their lives only!

Acts 27:38, “And when they had eaten enough, they lightened the ship, and cast out the wheat into the sea.”
The wheat was the MONEY – MAKING merchandise, brought from Egypt, to be delivered to Rome!  It’s understandable that  it would have been the last thing thrown into the sea!  LESSON: Money is usually the last thing people give to the service of the Lord!  But, you may as well use it to be a blessing to others, because when your ship tears up and you go to the golden shore, you won’t be able to take it with you! (Will you arrive on that shore empty handed???)

Acts 27:39, “And when it was day, they knew not the land: but they discovered a certain creek with a shore, into the which they were minded, if it were possible, to thrust in the ship.”
When the sun came up, they did not know the land.  They did not know where they were.  Nothing looked familiar to them.  (When some Christians get to heaven, they won’t know where they are!  Nothing will look familiar!)

They noticed a passage way – a certain creek – with a shore: There they thought the bottom would be sandy and smooth rather than rocky, which would tear up the ship.  There they would try to land the ship so they could go safely to shore.  But as we will see, it is not the works of men that gets them safely to the golden shore!  (God will smash the works of men)

Acts 27:40, “And when they had taken up the anchors, they committed themselves unto the sea, and loosed the rudder bands, and hoised up the mainsail to the wind, and made toward shore.”
When they “had taken up the anchors” – they did not bring the anchors into the boat, but they cut themselves lose of the which held them down.  Then, they committed themselves!  LESSON: You cannot commit yourself to God’s work until you cut yourself lose from that which holds you down: girl/boy friends. materialism, popularity, security, sin…

The rudders steered the ship and were raised up and held with bands during the storm, to prevent damage.  When they loosed the rudder bands, they were now able to control the ship.  They hoisted up the mainsail and were on their way towards the shore.

Acts 27:41, “And falling into a place where two seas met, they ran the ship aground; and the forepart stuck fast, and remained unmoveable, but the hinder part was broken with the violence of the waves.”
After committing themselves, progress soon halted as they ran the ship aground.  The fore part stuck in the sand and the back of the wooden ship was broken to pieces by the waves.

LESSON: Expect trouble when you commit yourself to the Lord!  Committing to the Lord means standing against the devil, and he will do all he can to stop you as soon and as often as he can!  (God will not accept man’ work for salvation)

The place where two seas came together (two currents) caused a sandbar, not visible above the surface of the water.  After two weeks in a storm, the ship was in no condition to hold up under the pounding of the waves, and it began to break apart!  This becomes the “Whittling down place” – the place you and prepares you for His service!  The place where He removes that which keeps you from serving Him!

Acts 27:42, “And the soldiers' counsel was to kill the prisoners, lest any of them should swim out, and escape.”
Since the prisoner were required to swim to shore, it would be impossible for the prisoners to pass through the stormy sea if they were bound or chained; therefore they must be set free.

LESSON:  In order to get to heaven, we must be set free from the chains of sin!  Jesus holds the only key!  Setting the prisoners free would give them all an ideal opportunity to escape.  If a Roman soldier lost a prisoner, he would have to pay with his life.  They didn’t want to take the risk of one of them escaping, so they wanted to kill them all, saving their own skin!

Acts 27:43, “But the centurion, willing to save Paul, kept them from their purpose; and commanded that they which could swim should cast themselves first into the sea, and get to land:”
The centurion believed Paul this time!  He had learned his lesson about not listening to God’s man!  Paul had made a believer out of him and it was his desire to spare Paul’s life.  He told everyone to get to land the best they could.  Those that could swim, he told to go ahead and jump in and head for shore.  God used him to save the life of Paul.  LESSON: One man made the difference!  You can make the difference!

Acts 27:44, “And the rest, some on boards, and some on broken pieces of the ship. And so it came to pass, that they escaped all safe to land.”
God spared people of one man!  (Ez. 22:30) One man stood between the living and the dead!  One man stood in the gap!

LESSON: You could make a difference in your home, church, town, and nation!  Satan’s attempt to keep Paul from Rome failed, and the Almighty God gave the victory again!  His promises cannot fail and did not fail, as all 276 people arrived on the island safely, and all were delivered through the storms!

LESSON: All their hard work did not save them!  The broken pieces of the ship (Jesus’ body) did!  They did not get to shore until the ship was broken!  We do not get to heaven without the broken body of Jesus!!! Grace and grace alone gets us safely to the golden shore, and nothing man can do.

LESSONS:

1. If Christians would walk closer to God, they would not only have comfort in every storm at sea, but reassurance and help whenever they need them!

2. On the sea of life, you will have tribulation (Jn. 16:13) before you reach that golden shore!

3. A Christian does not face the storms of the life alone! (Heb. 13:5)

4. When the winds of life are against us, do the best you can in your given circumstances and God will take care of the rest.

5. When we leave the safety of the harbor of authority, we will be driven off course by the contrary winds!

6. The devil’s lie is if we lose from our safe harbor, we can get a better one without suffering loss!

7. After your journey through the sea of life, all you will have left is what you send ahead!  You will end up losing everything on earth sooner or later.  How much better to send it on than to lose it here and there too!

8. The man who believes God and prays, is always more reliable than the professionally trained technicians who specialize in their fields.

9. Trouble comes to both sinner and saint, but the saint has someone “on board” with him who will see him through!

10. A Christian is always appropriate, even in the worst storms.

11. You will eventually have to commit yourself to God’s providence.  Better to commit to the safety of the harbor and wait on God than to launch out and lose all.

12. It is not always a proof that we are doing right when a favorable wind blows.

13. It is folly to reject counsel from God’s man.

14. Only one life, twill soon be past.  Only what’s done for Christ will last.

15. Though we are tossed upon the waves of this troublesome world, we will reach the final land of eternal life.

16. God never asks us to give up anything that we can’t!

17. On the voyage of life, we will find:

    (1) A variety in companionship: captains, soldiers, sailors, fellow prisoners &       suffers, friends like Luke and Aristarchus…

    (2) The need for labour and patients.

    (3) Hardships and peril.

    (4) Refuge in Jesus.

    (5) The occasional demand for sacrifice.

    (6) If we’ve trusted Jesus, the reaching of the golden shore at the end of the    voyage!

18. Be content where you are as you will only be 100% content in heaven.

19. Divine communication today comes through God’s Word only!  Not through visions, dreams…

20. Our response to the storms and cloudy skies of life, should be faith!

21. Storms are our opportunity to show faith in God, and His opportunity to show His power!

22. Not one of the 276 were saved by anything that looked like supernatural help.

23. Storms often some when we disobey God!  ILL: Jonah!

24. Storms reveal character!  Paul prayed, and the sailors tried to abandon ship!

25. Storms do not hide God’s presence or hinder His purposes!

26. Storms give us opportunities to serve others.

27. Listen to God’s man the first time.  Stay in the safety of the harbor of authority and avoid loss.

28. Keep your eyes on Jesus during the storms of life.
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