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THE  BOOK  OF  ACTS

Chapter 26
REVIEW
Felix had kept Paul in prison for two years.  When Festus took office, Paul was still a prisoner.  Paul knew he would not receive a fair trial under Festus, so he appealed to Caesar.  Festus must now send Paul to Caesar, but he has no charges to send with the prisoner.  Festus appeals to King Agrippa for help in securing some legitimate charge and the king agrees to hear Paul’s story.  Chapter 26 is Paul’s testimony before Governor Festus, King Agrippa, his sister Bernice, the chief military men, and the principal men of the city.

Acts 26:1, “Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Thou art permitted to speak for thyself. Then Paul stretched forth the hand, and answered for himself.”
As a Roman citizen, Paul had the right to a fair trial, and the right to speak in his own behalf.  In addressing King Agrippa, Paul had no hopes of being released because he had already made a personal appeal to Caesar.  This was simply a hearing at King Agrippa’s request, and the legal proceedings would not be re-opened until Paul reached Rome.

In stretching forth his hands and showing them his chains, and with his life and testimony, Paul showed them that it took more than chains to stop him.!  LESSON: Paul controlled the chains!  The chains didn’t control him!  He was not circumstance controlled, nor did he let his ball and chain interfere with his witness!  ILL. I’m glad God doesn’t compare me to Paul!  He only compares me to what I can do, compared with what I do, under my given circumstances!

Acts 26:2, “I think myself happy, king Agrippa, because I shall answer for myself this day before thee touching all the things whereof I am accused of the Jews.”
Paul was at ease as he spoke to King Agrippa.  He had nothing to hide and knew he had done nothing to be ashamed of!  He was bold as a lion!  God had promised Paul he would bear witness before kings (Acts 9:15) and here that promise was being fulfilled.

Acts 26:3, “Especially because I know thee to be expert in all customs and questions which are among the Jews: wherefore I beseech thee to hear me patiently.”
When Paul had spoken before to Roman governors and magistrates, they had very little knowledge of the custom and traditions of the Jews, and had very little concern for their religion.  Their main concern had been rebellion against Rome.  To be an “expert” means to be skilled or highly trained.  Agrippa was skilled in, and well acquainted with Jewish custom, rites, institutions, laws, and everything else pertaining to Mosaic rituals.  Paul was not trying to flatter King Agrippa, but was sincere on his recognition of Agrippa’s knowledge.

Paul  had been able to finish his testimony in previous hearings and asked the king to be patient and hear him out, suggesting his memory of former interruptions.  Paul had no hope whatsoever of being set free and he knew the king was hearing him for Festus, to try and get some charges up.  But Paul was consumed with Jesus and the souls of men, and wanted to see these saved.  Instead of defending himself, he witnesses to them!

Acts 26:4,  5, “My manner of life from my youth, which was at the first among mine own nation at Jerusalem, know all the Jews; 5.  Which knew me from the beginning, if they would testify, that after the most straitest sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee.”
As Paul his testimony, he lets Agrippa know what kind of a Jew he was before his salvation.  Paul was reared in a Jewish home, and as a youth, was sent to Jerusalem to further his education at the feet of Gamaliel.  There was no one more devoted and more zealous in the Jewish religion that Paul!  Paul lived what he believed!  LESSON: Live what you believe!  Don’t just talk about it on Sunday!

Acts 26:6, “And now I stand and am judged for the hope of the promise made of God unto our fathers:”
The promise of God was the coming of Messiah, and the hopes of the promise included the resurrection from the dead.  LESSON: God has never broken any promises nor any part of a promise!  Stand on the PROMISES of God.
Acts 26:7, “Unto which promise our twelve tribes, instantly serving God day and night, hope to come. For which hope's sake, king Agrippa, I am accused of the Jews.”
The Jews were fervent and consistent in their worship of God.  (To worship means to show and tell what you think of God.)  They were punctual in their formalities and programs, and they worshipped with zeal.  Paul beings to be more personal toward the king and uses his name as he gives his testimony.  LESSON: Personal application is what is needed in all preaching, teaching, and testifying. 

Acts 26:8, “Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that God should raise the dead?”
Paul begins to personally apply his message to King Agrippa by using the personal pronoun, “WITH YOU”  LESSON: Bible preaching is personally applying God’s truth to God’s people.  We believe God can raise the dead, why not believe God can solve our problems?  He can save our souls, and solve our daily problems.
Acts 26:9, “I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.”
Paul’s duty, in his mind, was to “Do many things contrary to Jesus” His work,  and His people.  And this was all done by him with a good conscience.  Paul was a lost man when he did these things.  LESSON: The conscience of a lost person is no rule of measure for conduct.  The things that he did were done against Jesus Himself as we learned in -    Acts 9:5.

Paul draws a clear distinction between a lost man and a saved man.  “This is what I used to do,” said Paul.  “I thought… I did… I shut up Christians in prison… I testified against… I punished… I persecuted… But then I saw a light from heaven, and heard the voice of Jesus!”  Then Paul makes it as personal as he can.  “I was lost, now I’m saved!  Are you???”

Before Paul’s salvation, he deliberately opposed Jesus.  After he was saved, he deliberately worked for Jesus.  In the light of - Revelation 3:15, 16, Jesus would rather have one or the other, not deliberate neutrality.  Making his sin public caused them to examine themselves and the sin in their lives.

Acts 26:10, “Which thing I also did in Jerusalem: and many of the saints did I shut up in prison, having received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I gave my voice against them.”
When the Christians were being judged and put to death for their faith in Jesus, Paul (Saul then) voted against them and gave his consent and approval when they were stoned to death.  Paul testifies of his past.  Certainly not something that he was proud of.  Nevertheless, he testified of it.  LESSON: God can use the failures of our past to bring glory and honour to His name in the present.

Acts 26:11, “And I punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against them, I persecuted them even unto strange cities.”
Paul’s persecution against believers was not just an occasional thing.  He went into every church he could find and persecuted every believer.  His persecutions were cruel, and he not only commanded that the Christians be put in jail, be beaten and stoned, he also forced them to blaspheme against the name of Jesus.  Paul was furious and did not limit his persecutions to the city of Jerusalem only.  He went everywhere he could, and everywhere he thought he would find some of those “Christians.”  Then suddenly, God called a halt to his persecutions.  LESSON: God knows how much the church can stand -  I Cor. 10:13.

Acts 26:12, “Whereupon as I went to Damascus with authority and commission from the chief priests,”
Paul was zealous in his religion and very sincere.  He was active in carrying out his convictions (and though wrong) he was not content with warming 18” of pew space in his church once a week.
Acts 26:13, “At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining round about me and them which journeyed with me.”
The reason for the change in life = the light from heaven.  After meeting Jesus, everything was changed - II Cor. 5:17.  LESSON:  Religion caused him to persecute others.  Jesus caused him to live, witness, and be a blessing to others.
Acts 26:14, “And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice speaking unto me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.”
When believers are persecuted, Jesus is persecuted.  Jesus used the illustration of an ox pulling a cart, to show Paul what he was doing.  If an ox began to kick and rebel against his master, his master would hold a stick (ox goad) with large thorns on it near the ox’s legs.  When the ox would kick, it would kick the pricks (thorns) and would realize, bucking and kicking and rebelling against the master is hurting me, not him or the stick.  “For my legs sake, I better quit bucking and kicking and rebelling against his authority over me!”  Paul’s goads were: 1) the dying testimony of Stephen, 2) Christians he had persecuted that did not deny Jesus, 3) The empty spot deep down in his soul that religion had failed to fill, 4) His inability to meet the demands of the law, 5) The law’s inability to give him assurance of eternal life.

Acts 26:15, “And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest.”
The person who spoke to Paul from heaven on the road to Damascus is the risen Christ!  After meeting the Saviour, Paul was convicted that his actions were wrong and wanted his confession to be as widely spread as his sin.  And, he wanted all to know of the change in his life after meeting Jesus, and the change He could make in their lives.  When he heard Jesus’ voice, two things were made manifest to Paul:

1. Jesus was alive and the true God

2. Jesus is so united with His people that their suffering was His suffering.  It was God’s
    grace that kept Paul from a Christ less grave and made him what he was!

Acts 26:16, “But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee.”
God has a purpose for every life.  A purpose so special, only the person created for that purpose can fulfill that purpose!  In other words, God has a job for you to do, and if you don’t do it, it won’t get done.  His purpose for our lives are twofold: A) To be a minister: a helper to others. B) A witness: a first hand teller of the good news to others.

Acts 26:17, “Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee,”
God provided Paul with deliverance from hell, and protection from his enemies; and gave him his ministry to the Gentiles.
Acts 26:18, “To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.”
Here is the purpose of the Christian life = why God doesn’t take us on to heaven after He saves us!  Paul’s ministry is to accomplish five things: 

1. To open the eyes of the lost.  Blinded eyes represent spiritual ignorance towards God’s Word.  A ministry that does not open the eyes of the lost is not a “Pauline” ministry.  LESSON:  You can’t open some people’s eyes unless you give them a swift kick as the Lord did to Peter in Acts 12.  And not many men will bless you for waking them out of a sound sleep.
2. To turn people from darkness to light.  Jesus is the light and the Bible is the light.  (John 1:8, 9;   Psalms 119:105).
3. To turn men from the power of sin and Satan, to victory in Jesus.  I Thes. 1:9, 10 shows what happens when men turn from Satan to God.
4. To help men obtain forgiveness of sin.  This forgiveness is not in baptism, good works, or the sacraments, but in the blood of Christ! (Eph. 1:7)

5. To help them receive an inheritance.  God rewards those who are saved, that do good works because they love Him.  Not to earn salvation or impress the community, but to show love for your God. (John 14:15)

Verse 18 shows the spiritual condition of the lost and God’s provision through faith in Jesus Christ.  Because of His provision, we are sanctified!

Acts 26:19, “Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision.”
Paul was not only obedient to Jesus, but he was submissive to Him and His will for his life, which is what produced the great change in Paul’s life!  Many are quick to accept Jesus as Saviour.  But, after salvation, to surrender you will to Him, and make Him the Lord in your life, is another matter!  When Paul made the statement that he had not been disobedient to the heavenly vision, no doubt the Holy Spirit whispered to Agrippa, Festus, and those present, “Have you ever been disobedient to a heavenly vision?  Cornelius obeyed his in - Acts 10:30.  Peter obeyed his in - Acts 11:12.  Have you obeyed yours King Agrippa?”  LESSON: An effective method in witnessing is to talk of Christ or yourself and they will measure themselves with you or Jesus right down the line.  LESSON:  When we want to know the will of the Lord bad enough, and we are willing to do whatever it is He would have us to do, then He will reveal it to us!

In spite of repeated discouragement and dangers, Paul had remained obedient to his call.  All of us need a vision.  See yourself doing something for the Lord, as works and service follow salvation. (Eph. 2:10)

Acts 26:20, “But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance.”
The effect produced upon Paul by meeting Jesus, was wanting others to know what God had done for him.  His message to the people was: A) Repent – turn from sin.  B) Turn to God.  C) Then, do good works as proof to others that you genuinely turned from sin, and turned to Jesus.
The conviction that Jesus of Nazareth had risen from the dead took possession of Paul and changed his whole way of life.  Paul began at the earliest time possible to carry out what be believed was the Lord’s will for his lie.

In Paul’s preaching, he preached that the people should:

1. Repent – turn from sin.

2. Turn to God.  Turning from sin is a neutral position.  It is only half way.  We must not only turn from sin, but then turn to God.
3. Do good works because you have turned from sin to God.  Good works do not bring or help you keep salvation, they simply prove to others you have salvation.
Acts 26:21, “For these causes the Jews caught me in the temple, and went about to kill me.”
The Jews were trying to kill Paul because he, as a Jew, went and preached to the Gentiles the hope of the coming Messiah.  The Jews believed this hope was for them only, not for the Gentiles.  Also, because Paul preached that Jesus of Nazareth, the One rejected and crucified, was their Messiah.  And, because he said God called him to preach to the Gentiles.

The Jews hated the Gentiles and believed God felt the same way.  Their sin started out as jealousy and if God had not intervened, they would of progressed to murder!  LESSON:  One little sin will lead to many bigger sins.
Acts 26:22, “Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day, witnessing both to small and great, saying none other things than those which the prophets and Moses did say should come:”
Over and over again, God sent someone to help Paul.  The Roman guard, Claudius Lysias, and others, were the instruments God used to help Paul out in his time of need.  LESSON: Whatever comes into a Christian’s life, comes because God allows it!  God used these men to get Paul to Rome.  (Romans 8:28)  Paul was consistent as a witness for Jesus Christ, only because of God’s grace and help.  Paul witnessed to all men, rich and poor, as all men have a never dying soul.
Paul’s testimony and life, were in harmony with the prophecy and teachings of Moses and the prophets.  Paul was faithful in his service to the Lord and continued to serve Him under dire circumstances.  LESSON:  True salvation is evidenced by faithfulness to Christ.  Paul kept going even though the going got rough.  He continued to witness, using the Old Testament Scriptures to lead sinner to Jesus, and to feed the new converts.  With God as his strength, he was undeterred by any obstacles, and accepted whatever duty the Lord laid on him.
Acts 26:23, “That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first that should rise from the dead, and should shew light unto the people, and to the Gentiles.”
Others had been raised from the dead, but Jesus was the first to rise from the dead to die no more.  Jesus demonstrated His Messiah ship by His resurrection from the dead!  This was prophesied by the O.T. prophets and fulfilled in the N.T.  The word “Gentiles” has already been spoken twice by Paul, without an uproar, but the third time pulls the pin on the hand grenade.
Acts 26:24, “And as he thus spake for himself, Festus said with a loud voice, Paul, thou art beside thyself; much learning doth make thee mad.”
Festus, nervous as an alligator in a handbag factory, “blows his cool” and shouts at Paul, you’ve been in the book too long!  You need some fresh air out on the golf course!  Your crazy!”  In Festus’ eyes, Paul was an educated idiot.  A Christian “nut.”  But, is that really the reason for Festus’ sudden out burst?  The real reasons are:
1. Festus was under conviction.

2. Festus is about to lose his buddy Agrippa to Christianity.  Truth was gripping the heart of Agrippa and Festus gets panicky.  His interruption is designed to stop Paul’s witness.  
LESSON:  When soul winning, always take someone to run interference for you, and to deal with interruptions and those who would try and stop you from sharing the Gospel.

3. Festus is no longer in the spot light, he’s no longer the center of attention.  Everyone is listening to Paul and not paying any attention to Festus.  Festus did not think Paul was “mad” when he was persecuting the church, but when he told of his calling.  He knew he wasn’t mad, as no governor would send a man to his emperor!  Festus simply avoided a decision for Christ by adopting a superior attitude and mocking Paul’s witness.
LESSON: Sin blinds a man to spiritual things.  Satan will use anyone and anything he can to stop someone from getting saved.

Acts 26:25, “But he said, I am not mad, most noble Festus; but speak forth the words of truth and soberness.”
Paul did not lose his temper when Festus called him crazy.  He maintained control over his spirit (Proverbs 16:32) and maintained control of the conversation.  Paul continues witnessing and turns the attention back to the king, and Festus is lost in the shuffle again.

Festus was interested in getting attention and attracting a following, but he wasn’t worth 10 seconds of Paul’s time when it came to discussing:  “The Words of Truth.”  Festus has “had his day,” and the best thing for Paul to do was to keep his guns on Agrippa.  Aside from his title, “Most Noble Festus,” Festus drew a blank.  Paul promoted the “Words of Truth!”  He did not have to slip his doctrine under the door, or hide it in the news papers, magazines, and Bible Story books, peddling them door to door.

Acts 26:26, “For the king knoweth of these things, before whom also I speak freely: for I am persuaded that none of these things are hidden from him; for this thing was not done in a corner.”
The crucifixion, death, burial, and resurrection were witnessed by many people of that day.  King Agrippa knew all of this and could not claim ignorance.
Acts 26:27, “King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? I know that thou believest.”
Paul put King Agrippa on the spot right in front of his court.  LESSON;  When you don’t have to worry about a special image, prestige, income, status symbols, ministry, offerings, car allowance, friends, kinfolk, what others will think, or your future with the company, you don’t have to waste time with any king or dictator on spiritual matters.  Paul’s boldness was honored and Agrippa’s response is that of a convicted sinner who longs for the power of the Holy Spirit in a witness.  He is for authority and gets it in the witness of Paul.
Acts 26:28, “Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.”
Probably the saddest word in the entire Bible:  “ALMOST”  This was the greatest opportunity in King Agrippa’s life.  He had heard the clear message of salvation, and had understood it.  He believed in life after death, and that he would have to spend eternity in either heaven or hell.  But he did not get saved.  Why won’t people get saved and why won’t Christians serve God and do what’s right?

1. Some are not willing to give up their sin.

2. Some do not believe they can live the Christian life and “holdout to the end.”

3. Some fear loss of popularity, they fear criticism, ridicule, loss of friends or social
    position.

There are two kinds of almost people:

1. People who hear and understand the Gospel, but reject God’s salvation, and die lost – “Almost Christians.”

2. Saved Christians, but they never quite sell out for God.  They’re still holding on to the world and all of it’s empty promises.
Paul was already persuaded (:26) and was set on persuading every man he talked to. (:29) Paul was a man who really believed something.  Unable to answer a single argument he gave for his beliefs, the best they could do was turn him down, or call him crazy.  LESSON:  There is no “almost” in salvation.  Almost is lost.  Horseshoes and hand grenades are OK for almost.  But salvation?  No way!  Half the distance to the goal posts is never a touchdown.  A miss is as good as a mile, and a salvation that almost gets you to heaven will land you in hell.  Note:  It is not “a Mormon!  A charismatic!  A JW!  But A CHRISTIAN!”  Paul hasn’t mentioned the word Christian since he started.  They understood what Paul was saying and took it personal.  Almost thou persuadest ME!  Yet, he resisted conviction.
Although Paul was in chains, he was still bold as a lion.  He was no more bothered by a room full of kings, scholars, doctors, lawyers, officials and nobles that he was by a room full of hay bales.  He makes his application direct, gets personal, calls names, and does it without any regard for feelings or position of his hearers.  And King Agrippa did not put the faith God gave him (Ephesians 2:8, 9) in Jesus, but in self…  LESSON:  Everyone’s eternal destination is in their own hands.  Put your faith in Christ!

Acts 26:29, “And Paul said, I would to God, that not only thou, but also all that hear me this day, were both almost, and altogether such as I am, except these bonds.”
Notice carefully the difference in Paul.  Thirty years ago, his sincerity would of allowed him to cast his vote for the death of men and women.  Today, he would die for King Agrippa, but he would not put his chains upon him.  This is true Christianity.  LESSON:  The sincerity that persecutes is not Christian.  The sincerity that dies to deliver, but does not impose a chain, is Christianity.  The king and governor knew Paul had compassion for them and it was not easy to escape his challenge.  It was Paul’s sincere desire for him to reach all he could for Jesus!  LESSON:  The true Christian’s heart will not stand quietly by while the world goes to hell.
Acts 26:30, “And when he had thus spoken, the king rose up, and the governor, and Bernice, and they that sat with them:”
When the king stood up, he sealed his doom.  Upon hearing the Gospel, understanding it, and being convicted by it, he should of fell on his face and receive Jesus as his Saviour.  Instead, he stoop up, laying the conviction aside, and thus, sealing his eternal separation from God.

Acts 26:31, “And when they were gone aside, they talked between themselves, saying, This man doeth nothing worthy of death or of bonds.”
The service is over.  The big shots retire, and they all come to a unanimous decision.  This is the fourth time Paul has been declared not guilty. (1) By the chief captain in - Acts 23:29. (2) By Felix in - Acts 24:27. (3) By Festus in - Acts 25:25-27. (4) and now, by King Agrippa in - Acts 26.  But Paul could not go free.  Once the appeal made to Caesar has been made, it must be followed through.
Acts 26:32, “Then said Agrippa unto Festus, This man might have been set at liberty, if he had not appealed unto Caesar.”
Paul has appealed unto Caesar, so the case must be carried on to the highest court, and that is to Rome.  Sad to say, all those who were present had been shown the light of the Gospel, but they had deliberately closed their eyes and rejected Jesus as Saviour.  Their opportunity to receive Jesus has passed and there are no Biblical accounts of them ever getting another one!

LESSONS

1. In presenting the Gospel to others, some will show great emotional feelings like Festus.  Others will be skeptical and scornful and reject the Gospel completely.  Some will hear and put off their decision, and some will believe!

2. If you miss a flying trapeze by ½ of an inch and fall, you will fall just as far and land just as flat as if you missed it by 8 feet! “Almost” is lost!

3. Those who believe we are “nuts” for believing the Bible will be judged by the Bible and its Author some day!

4. Once a person has the Gospel told to them and they understand it, now they are without excuse!

5. Better to be the prisoner of Jesus Christ than the prisoner of passion.

6. Paul was given to them that they might do justice.  He was their opportunity to do right and their opportunity to obey - Matthew 5:44.
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