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THE  BOOK  OF  ACTS

Chapter 25
REVIEW
Felix, the Roman governor in Chapter 24, had done things while in office, that would have “upset” Rome, had they found out about them!  The Jews were wise to the actions of Felix and had him “over a barrel.”  Wanting to stay on their good side, Felix left Paul in jail, hoping the Jews wouldn’t “spill the beans” all over him!

Paul spends two years in prison, but the hand of God is seen in all of this!  Paul needed a rest and he had to be prepared for his stay in Rome.  And, God had to get Paul to Rome.  Thus, God put down Felix and raised up Festus, in order to get His servant and the Gospel to Rome.

LESSON: God rules in the affairs of men and gives offices to whom He will.  He puts one down and raises up another!  (Daniel 4:17)  There are no accidents in God’s perfect plan.

Acts 25:1, “Now when Festus was come into the province, after three days he ascended from Caesarea to Jerusalem.”
Three days after assuming the office of governor, Festus leaves Caesarea to go to Jerusalem.  With his new position and new responsibilities, Festus got down to business and lost no time in going to Jerusalem!

LESSON: After salvation, we have a new position and need to get down to business!  We should be looking for business to care for, not for benefits to enjoy!!!

Festus was more honest and nobler than Felix, yet like Felix, he was willing to do away with Paul in order to gain the good will of Jews.  History tells us that Festus dies after only two years in office!  LESSON: God has only given us so much time on this earth!  Let us use the gift of time and our opportunities wisely!

As governor, Festus went to Jerusalem to acquaint himself with the religious rulers in his providence, and to get first hand information about Paul and the charges against him.  Even though Paul had been kept in prison for two years, the Jew’s bitterness had not been abated!  Festus lost no time getting to Jerusalem and getting on the good side of the Jews was top priority.

Acts 25:2, “Then the high priest and the chief of the Jews informed him against Paul, and besought him,”
The first subject they brought up to the new governor was about Paul.  Bitterness had lodged itself in their souls and they could not speak kindly about Paul.  LESSON:  Once a bitter gossip, always a bitter gossip.  Once bitterness had taken root, it blooms into a life of bitter words and actions.  Only the blood of Christ can get to the root of the problem!

They went to the new governor with their gripes.  It’s not what you  know, but whom.  And whom you can get to use their influence for you.  LESSON:  Heaven is obtained by Who you know, not what you know or do!

Acts 25:3, “And desired favour against him, that he would send for him to Jerusalem, laying wait in the way to kill him.”
The Jews attempted to sway the mind of Festus and to turn him against Paul, even before he had a chance to give Paul a trial.  Paul was a prisoner and the new governor would be prone to listen to them more so then Paul.  What was one fanatical Jew against an entire nation?  The Jews wanted the new governor to bring Paul to Jerusalem.  They thought to take advantage of his inexperience and of his natural desire to please them at his first start.  They figured he did not know about their last attempt on Paul’s life, and would again try to ambush him as he was being brought to the city.

LESSON: The devil’s attacks on you will not cease until you are dead!  These Jews pretend to want Paul brought to Jerusalem for a trial, but it was their intention to kill him before he got there!

LESSON:  Pretentions are what are used when your hiding your true intentions.  Their hatred for Paul had not died down and they still planned to illegally kill Paul.  Religion had not changed, nor improved their behaviour.  Sin is only removed by blood!  Bitterness  grows if left alone!  Festus probably didn’t know of their first attempt to kill Paul, and if he transferred Paul, he probably would send but a few guards, making ambush easier!  LESSON:  Using your influence over one man can cause the death of another!  And, allowing yourself to be influenced can cause the death of others!  Holding offices brings responsibilities and obligations that the “every day man” does not have to live up to.  Naturally, people will want to be popular, and will want to please the people.  They want to do right and be liked at the same time, but often, this is not possible.  A compromise must be made somewhere if a person wants to do right and be liked.  Usually, the compromise is made in the doing of right, not the giving up of popularity.

Acts 25:4, “But Festus answered, that Paul should be kept at Caesarea, and that he himself would depart shortly thither.”
Festus wanted to please the Jews and make a good impression as the new governor.  Thus, he offered this compromise - a trial, but in Caesarea.  LESSON: Good impressions are better made when justice is administered.  Festus did not want to run the risk of trouble with the Jews by releasing Paul.  However, he could not hold a Roman prisoner without charges!  Festus was trying to “go by the book” in keeping Paul in Caesarea.

Acts 25:5, “Let them therefore, said he, which among you are able, go down with me, and accuse this man, if there be any wickedness in him.”
Festus offers a compromise.  He did not want to tell the Jews no, yet he did not want to break the law either.  LESSON:  Everyone is innocent  until proven guilty, and Festus invited anyone with a charge against Paul to come to Caesarea and accuse him face to face. (Matthew 5:23, 24)

Acts 25:6, “And when he had tarried among them more than ten days, he went down unto Caesarea; and the next day sitting on the judgment seat commanded Paul to be brought.”
When Festus’ business in Jerusalem was completed, he then returned to Caesarea.  The next day, he went to his judgment seat for his first trial as the new governor, and commanded Paul to be brought in.  “Sitting on the judgment seat,” implies authority of position which also carries responsibility.  Festus did not procrastinate in bringing the trial of Paul into play.

Acts 25:7, “And when he was come, the Jews which came down from Jerusalem stood round about, and laid many and grievous complaints against Paul, which they could not prove.”
Again, the charges against Paul were false!  The devil accuses God’s men!  We are not ignorant of his devices!  LESSON: Don’t listen to gossip that cannot be proved.  No doubt, after two years, their charges had grown to monstrous portions, yet they were not able to prove a word of them.

Acts 25:8, “While he answered for himself, neither against the law of the Jews, neither against the temple, nor yet against Caesar, have I offended any thing at all.”
Paul again answered for himself and declares all charges to be false, and that the Jews are unable to prove any of them.  He denies committing crimes against the law, the Jews, the temple, or Caesar.

Acts 25:9, “But Festus, willing to do the Jews a pleasure, answered Paul, and said, Wilt thou go up to Jerusalem, and there be judged of these things before me?”
Not knowing much about Jewish matters, Festus was perplexed to know that Paul, a Jew with the utmost reverence for the law and the worship of the temple, was yet hated by his fellow Jews.  But, Festus was looking to please the Jews in order to make his administration more pleasant and profitable.  There was no seemingly advantage of taking Paul’s side!  LESSON: Take the side of right and let the “chips” fall where they may!

Instead of making a just decision, he procrastinated, and once again, offered a compromise.  He thought that by delaying his decision further, he could hold the favor of the Jews and still do his prisoner justice.  Festus would not let the Jews have the case against Paul, nor release him into their hands as they would of murdered Paul without even the pretense of a trial!  Festus had two sets of standards, and had double motives in his dealings with Paul.  He wanted to be popular with the Jews, and he wanted to be a just governor; two things which do not go together.

Acts 25:10, “Then said Paul, I stand at Caesar's judgment seat, where I ought to be judged: to the Jews have I done no wrong, as thou very well knowest.”
Paul did not think he would receive a fair trial in Jerusalem.  It would be foolish to expose himself to those who had tried to kill him.  LESSON:  Do not be intimidated into doing what you do not want to do, or that would be hazardous to your safety.  Festus should of let Paul go after hearing the testimony and no proof given against Paul.  It was only to please the Jews that Festus kept him in prison.  Paul knew that Festus knew he was innocent.  He also knew Festus was under pressure form the Jews, and that the pressure was getting to him.  ILL. When peer pressure gets to our children, it comes out in the form of conformity to the world’s styles…

Acts 25:11, “For if I be an offender, or have committed any thing worthy of death, I refuse not to die: but if there be none of these things whereof these accuse me, no man may deliver me unto them. I appeal unto Caesar.”
Paul had no fear of death!  (Philippians1:21-23)  Back then, they had the death penalty for certain crimes - murder, hitting or cursing your father or mother, kidnapping, abortion, negligence, witchcraft, immorality, idolatry, etc.(Exodus 21, 22)  LESSON: Those who worry about and fight capital punishment are the ones it was set up for!  Paul not only believed in capital punishment, he submitted to it! (II Timothy 4:1-8)
The Caesar that Paul appealed to was the most cruel, ungodly man ever to sit on the throne of Rome.  His name was Nero.  It was under his order that Paul was beheaded.  Nero's life ended in suicide.  Paul, for now, stayed under the protection of Rome.  This one statement of Paul’s took the case completely out of the Jews hands.  The court of Caesar case completely out of the Jews hands.  The court of Caesar was the Supreme Court which would treat Paul justly.  LESSON: At the Judgment Seat of Christ, a holy God with a holy justice will judge without respect of persons!

In Paul’s appeal to Caesar, his future is fixed and it is determined that his “next missionary trip” will be to Rome.  However, he is going on “the tailgate of a hay wagon,” not first class on a 747.  As a Roman citizen, Paul claimed his rights - not to be delivered into the hands of the Jews, and to be tried by Caesar.

Acts 25:12, “Then Festus, when he had conferred with the council, answered, Hast thou appealed unto Caesar? unto Caesar shalt thou go.”
Festus was not willing to take a stand for justice as this might cost him popularity with the Jews.  He held the position of governor, but was “shucking” his responsibility to uphold justice.  LESSON: If you can’t fulfill the responsibility of the office, do not hold the office, as you are accountable when you do.  ILL. Go ask your mother!  Paul was now on his way to Rome and he would get to preach the Gospel there as Jesus had promised him!  LESSON:  Even though God always keeps His promises, sometimes He answers our prayers in different ways than we expect.  Paul knew that he was going to Rome (Acts 23:11) but he didn’t know how he was going to get there.  (Isaiah 55:8) Festus was no doubt embarrassed that he had handled his first case so poorly that the prisoner was forced to appeal to Caesar.
Acts 25:13, “And after certain days king Agrippa and Bernice came unto Caesarea to salute Festus.”
 Agrippa was a Jew, and Bernice was his and Drusilla’s sister.  As Drusilla, Bernice too was a beautiful woman, but her character in no way matched her physical beauty.  Their great grandfather Herod was the one who killed the Bethlehem babies and their father Herod killed the Apostle James in Acts 12.  Their uncle had murdered John the Baptist.  Their father had been smitten with worms and died a tragic death when he received the praises of men as unto God.

Agrippa was inwardly Roman and had very little patients or concern for any of the Jews.  Bernice and Drusilla were two of the most corrupt and shameless women of their time in Roman history.  The purpose of the visit of Agrippa and Bernice, was to “salute Festus” or congratulate him  on his accession to office.

Acts 25:14, “And when they had been there many days, Festus declared Paul's cause unto the king, saying, There is a certain man left in bonds by Felix:”
Festus had inherited the case involving Paul and the responsibility of administering justice.  After he had the chance to get to know Agrippa, Festus asked him to help him with his “inherited problem.”  LESSON: When you marry, take an office, take a job, etc. you inherit all the problems as well as the benefits.  Before taking office, find out the benefits and problems, then decide if you can live with the “package deal.”

Acts 25:15, “About whom, when I was at Jerusalem, the chief priests and the elders of the Jews informed me, desiring to have judgment against him.”
The story given to Festus by the Jews was strictly one sided and they wanted him to pass judgment without hearing the other side.  Festus was honest enough not to give in to their wishes, and to listen to the other side.

Acts 25:16, “To whom I answered, It is not the manner of the Romans to deliver any man to die, before that he which is accused have the accusers face to face, and have licence to answer for himself concerning the crime laid against him.”
Festus was a more honorable man that Felix, and would not give Paul an unfair trial.  He desired to uphold the Roman law the best he could.  He was unwilling to condemn Paul without a fair trial, as stated in the Roman law.

Acts 25:17, “Therefore, when they were come hither, without any delay on the morrow I sat on the judgment seat, and commanded the man to be brought forth.”
Festus did not waste any time bringing Paul to trial.  LESSON:  Wasting time - Do not procrastinate!  (John 9:4)  Redeem the time as we have none to waste!  One day we will give account of our stewardship of our time.
Acts 25:18, “Against whom when the accusers stood up, they brought none accusation of such things as I supposed:”
By their attitude and hatred for Paul, Festus thought they had crimes against him and that they also had substantial evidence to go along with the crimes.  He did not know that he had gotten into a religious battle.

Acts 25:19, “But had certain questions against him of their own superstition, and of one Jesus, which was dead, whom Paul affirmed to be alive.”
Festus refers to Christianity as “superstition.”  The lost man has no understanding of spiritual matters and sees little differences between religions.  Christianity rises and falls on the resurrection.  This is the key emphasis of the church in the book of Acts.  Paul’s declaring of Jesus to be alive is the root of the problem!  This was the religious difficulty.  Paul was not a closet Christian following Jesus at a distance!  The Jews were religious and sincere, but lost.  Festus spoke the name of Jesus with contempt in his voice.  Upon hearing the charges, he probably couldn’t believe he had allowed himself to get involved in their petty argument against Paul.

Acts 25:20, “And because I doubted of such manner of questions, I asked him whether he would go to Jerusalem, and there be judged of these matters.”
Festus hesitated about how to deal with this problem.  He was ignorant of these charges against Paul and what the case was all about.  Therefore, he asked Paul if he would go to Jerusalem.  Festus thought if they went there, they could get more information about the case, and get to the bottom of it.  He did not know how to deal with the problem and sought experienced help from Agrippa.  LESSON: When faced with problems, turn to experience for help.

Acts 25:21, “But when Paul had appealed to be reserved unto the hearing of Augustus, I commanded him to be kept till I might send him to Caesar.”
How conveniently Festus sidestepped his responsibility here!  (Like we have our wives talk to the bill collectors!)  It was the governor’s obligation to set Paul free, but both he and Felix had refused to render justice.  “Augustus” and “Caesar” were used as term of office - each meant the Roman emperor.  At that time, the emperor was Nero.

Acts 25:22, “Then Agrippa said unto Festus, I would also hear the man myself. To morrow, said he, thou shalt hear him.”
Many people will listen to the Gospel out of curiosity.  Curiosity brought Zacchaeus to Jesus!  (Luke 19:1-6)  If they come to hear, it is the duty of God’s man to present the Gospel of grace and let the Word and the Holy Spirit do their work in the hearts of men.

Acts 25:23, “And on the morrow, when Agrippa was come, and Bernice, with great pomp, and was entered into the place of hearing, with the chief captains, and principal men of the city, at Festus' commandment Paul was brought forth.”
Certain glory accompanies every position.  We must be careful not to allow in glory and neglect duty!  The chief captains were military men that commanded a thousand soldiers each.  The principal men were civil officers with great influence and reputation.  (Probably owned a video shop) Paul took the opportunity to share his testimony as he was not moved by the rank and splendor of his audience.  Festus wanted to handle this case in such a way as to uphold the laws of Rome without forfeiting the good will of the Jews.  He wanted to have his cake and eat it too!  LESSON: Pomp and popularity do not last!  It, as a vapor, appears for a little while, and then vanishes away!  Live for the glory of God which will last forever, not for the glory of men which passes as soon as it comes.  What the world sees as “great pomp” and what God sees, are two different things!

Acts 25:24, “And Festus said, King Agrippa, and all men which are here present with us, ye see this man, about whom all the multitude of the Jews have dealt with me, both at Jerusalem, and also here, crying that he ought not to live any longer.”
Festus introduces God’s man, the greatest Christian who has ever lived, as “this man.”  The Jews had caused Festus much unrest in this case concerning Paul.  In the Jew’s minds, Paul was already guilty and should be put to death.  They should have obeyed Proverbs 25:9, and Matthew 5:23, 24.

Acts 25:25, “But when I found that he had committed nothing worthy of death, and that he himself hath appealed to Augustus, I have determined to send him.”
Festus did not mention the fact that Paul had appealed to Caesar only because Festus himself would not render justice.  Nor did he mention Paul’s unjust prison term of two years!  If Festus would have administered justice, he would have set Paul free, and his appeal to Caesar would have been unnecessary.  LESSON: If your bitter at someone, sit down and list the other person’s offences and see of your bitterness is justifiable. Or see if the problem is with you.

Acts 25:26, “Of whom I have no certain thing to write unto my lord. Wherefore I have brought him forth before you, and specially before thee, O King Agrippa, that, after examination had, I might have somewhat to write.”
Festus had no reason or excuse to send Paul at Rome.  He knew Paul was not guilty as charged!  Nothing definite had been established against Paul, and Festus wasn’t going to tell Caesar that he was holding a citizen of Rome prisoner just so he could be in good with the Jews.  Festus needed some changes and it was his hope that Agrippa could help him come up with some that could be supported by related evidence.

Acts 25:27, “For it seemeth to me unreasonable to send a prisoner, and not withal to signify the crimes laid against him.”
The real motive behind wanting Agrippa to hear Paul’s case was that Festus did not have any charges against Paul.  There ought to be some charges to go along with a prisoner.  Festus’ problem were not over.  Neither will ours be over until we get to heaven.  Festus managed to stay in good with the Jews, but he still did not have any charges to write against Paul.  LESSON: Scheming solving problems creates other problems.
LESSONS:

1. People accused of crimes should be tried by the law and not the passions of men.

2. God was preparing Paul in these two years of imprisonment for his future service.  God also prepares us for what lies ahead.

3. Never adopt the attitude that the end justifies the means.

4. Where God is not permitted to rule, He overrules.

5. All Christians should live the type of life that does not allow man to accuse him, or make his accusations false.

6. Never let position and pomp sway you as true Christians represent the King of Kings.

7. Authority is ordained of God to punish evil-doers and to reward good.

8. Suffering by our hand is hypocritical ignorance.  The man who seeks martyrdom is never a martyr.

9. The duty of the Christian man is - to be true to his Lord, to be true to his conscience, to be loyal to those in office, and to make his appeal to them where necessary for protection, in order that he may continue his work in accordance with the will of his Lord.

10. The cross without the resurrection has no meaning, no power, and remains a tragedy.
11. In order to gain favor with the world, do what pleases them.  In order to gain favor with God, do what pleases Him!

12. Religion cannot take away bitterness.
13. Our time on earth will soon be past; only what’s done for Christ will last!

14. Unless rulers take care to make themselves fully acquainted with the facts, the show of fairness goes for nothing.

15. One stroke of honest truth smites down a host of lies.

16. Do not listen to mere accusations unsupported by testimony.  The accusers should have the burden of proof.

17. Persecutors of Christians will often make statements which they cannot prove and which are not true.

18. Most problems can be solved, if we really want to solve them.  Failing to solve them creates more!
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