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THE  BOOK  OF  ACTS

Chapter 24
REVIEW
Paul had gone to Jerusalem against the Word of God.  When he arrived he compromised, took a Jewish vow, and went into the temple.  While he was in the temple the Jews rioted, and tried to kill Paul.  Being rescued by the Roman guards, Paul tried to speak to the people and upon hearing the word “Gentile,” they rioted again.

The captain of the guards had Paul taken into the castle and there found out he was a Roman citizen.  As a Roman citizen, Paul had the right to face his accusers and did the following day.  Again riot broke out and Paul was then (after being delivered from another plot to kill him) taken to Caesarea to stand before the governor Felix.

In chapter 24, we find Paul again, facing his accusers before the governor Felix.  This chapter covers a period of two years.

Acts 24:1, ‘And after five days Ananias the high priest descended with the elders, and with a certain orator named Tertullus, who informed the governor against Paul.”
Ananias and the Jews probably took the five days to prepare and make arrangements for the trip from Jerusalem to Caesarea.  They knew they were to stand before the Roman governor Felix, and couldn’t be disorganized and unprepared for the court session.  To help them with the details, they hired Tertullus, a man who was an excellent speaker, and who knew the Roman judicial system.  As we would hire a lawyer to go to court with us, they hired Tertullus to go with them.  He acted as spokesman and prosecutor, and he presented the Jews argument and false charges to Felix.

Acts 24:2, “And when he was called forth, Tertullus began to accuse him, saying, Seeing that by thee we enjoy great quietness, and that very worthy deeds are done unto this nation by thy providence,”
Paul was kept in seclusion and was brought out of trial.  Tertullus knew that in order to win the case for the Jews, he must win Felix over.  He begins with showing respect – (hypocritical flattery) to the Roman governor.  The great quietness they enjoyed was about the only point in the government of Felix on which he could logically hang any praise.  Things had been quiet during his rule, but no mention is made here of the cruel and merciless methods he had used in order to maintain that quietness.  The “very worthy deeds” were promoting peace and security in Jerusalem.  He also curbed robberies and suppressed riots, which promoted the welfare of the Jewish nation.  Tertullus wanted to convince Felix that Paul was another person who started these uprisings and riots wherever he went.

Acts 24:3, “We accept it always, and in all places, most noble Felix, with all thankfulness.”
Here, Tertullus is actually saying, “At all times: in your presence and when we are not in your presence, we accept the fact that it through your wisdom and vigilance that we enjoy peace and quiet in your province – your area of rule.  These opening remarks were designed to win the favor of the governor before he presented the case against Paul, and to create a picture, as in TV, that does not accurately present the facts.  Of course we know that without the Lord, there is no peace!

Acts 24:4, “Notwithstanding, that I be not further tedious unto thee, I pray thee that thou wouldest hear us of thy clemency a few words.”
Tertullus' word suggested that he could spend much more time in praise of the governor, but would not trespass any further upon his very valuable time, nor impose further upon his unusual kindness.

Acts 24:5, “For we have found this man a pestilent fellow, and a mover of sedition among all the Jews throughout the world, and a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes:”
The charges against Paul were: 1.  PERSONAL – that he was a pestilent fellow.  This was not merely a descriptive term, but that the Apostle was the very pestilence himself!  He was declared to be the pestilence that had stirred up the Jews and caused much disturbance among them.  2.  POLITICAL – that he was a seditionist = one who stirs up excitement and disturbances, creating rebellion against the governing powers.  And that he was a ringleader of the Nazarenes (not denominational Nazarenes of today).

“Ringleader” is a military word meaning a Standard-bearer: the leader or commander that others would pattern their actions after.  He would be the example that other rioters would imitate, to bring about riot and disorder among the Jews.  The sect of the Nazarenes was those who were followers of Jesus of Nazareth.

3.  DOCTRINAL  OR  RELIGIOUS – that he profaned the temple.  Tertullus knew that the enemy most feared by Rome was disunity among the people over which she ruled.  Whatever the cause of division might be, the Roman authorities would deal with it without mercy!  It was the intention of Tertullus to convince Felix that Paul had threatened Roman unity – one of the most serious crimes anyone could commit against the state!

Acts 24:6, “Who also hath gone about to profane the temple: whom we took, and would have judged according to our law.”
Tertullus did not dwell on the doctrinal or religious charge, as that would mean little to the Roman governor.  Roman officials like Felix did not want anything to do with cases involving Jewish law.  (Acts 16:35-40, 18:12-17) Tertullus knew that the charge would never stick if it were investigated.  He lied about judging Paul according to their law, because according to their law, they had no business smiting a man on trial before the sentence was passed!  But this lying was planned, prepared, and deliberate!

Acts 24:7, “But the chief captain Lysias came upon us, and with great violence took him away out of our hands,”
God had used Lysias to rescue Paul and the Jews hated him for this!  The main qualification that God looks for when He wants to use someone is AVAILABILITY!  And God will use all those who make themselves available to Him.
Acts 24:8, “Commanding his accusers to come unto thee: by examining of whom thyself mayest take knowledge of all these things, whereof we accuse him.”
Tertullus gave the impression here that the Jews would have tried Paul by their own law, rather than take up the governor’s time with the matter.  Then he resorts to blame shifting saying that this court session wouldn’t have been necessary, had it not been for the Roman captain!  Tertullus flatters Felix again saying that when he himself questions Paul, he will know that the charges are true, and that he is confident that the governor will administer justice.

Acts 24:9, “And the Jews also assented, saying that these things were so.”
Assented – agrees, said Amen!  The fact that these were Paul’s own people made their contempt even more heart breaking to him.  These charges brought by the Jews were far too general to cause Roman justice to act speedily against him.  Felix could obviously see that the words Claudius Lysias were true!  Paul had “nothing laid to his charge worthy of death or bonds.”  (23:29)  Yet these Jews have already in their minds judged Paul, (judging, prejudiced…) found him guilty, and condemned him to die!
LESSON: Men are influenced in their decisions by hatred, prejudice, self – interest, and other corrupt motives.  Righteous judgment – judge on the basis of right, not outcome!

Acts 24:10, “Then Paul, after that the governor had beckoned unto him to speak, answered, Forasmuch as I know that thou hast been of many years a judge unto this nation, I do the more cheerfully answer for myself:”
Paul had a thorough knowledge of civil and political life, as well as his academic knowledge, and his understanding of the things of God.  He had waited patiently until Felix signaled that it was his turn to speak, and Paul was confident and glad to answer for himself, knowing that he was in the right.

Acts 24:11, “Because that thou mayest understand, that there are yet but twelve days since I went up to Jerusalem for to worship.”
Felix could easily learn, by proper investigation and hearing of testimony, whether or not the charges against Paul were true.  Since he had been in Jerusalem for only 12 days, that in it self made the charges less likely to be true.
Day 1: Paul arrived in Jerusalem. 21:15-17

Day 2: Paul spent the day with James and the elders. 21:18

Day 3-5: Paul was in the temple fulfilling the Jewish vow. 21:21-26

Day 6: Paul was arrested in the temple. 21:27

Day 7: Paul appeared before the Jewish council. 22:1-29

Day 8: Before the Jewish council again. 22:30-23:1-11

Day 9: Taken to Caesarea. 23:12-23

Day 10: In Caesarea. 23:32-35

Day 11,12: Waited for trial.

Day 13: Trial. 

Paul’s purpose in mentioning the number of days was to show the improbability of his having had time to engage in seditious activities, or start a riot.  He also made it clear that he had gone to Jerusalem to worship, not start a riot. LESSON: Come to church to worship, not to start trouble, enter a beauty contest, or have a social gathering.

Acts 24:12, “And they neither found me in the temple disputing with any man, neither raising up the people, neither in the synagogues, nor in the city:”
Paul answered and denied every charge brought against him.  He did not depend on flattery!  LESSON: Do not be afraid to stand up for yourself when you know you have done no wrong.

Acts 24:13, “Neither can they prove the things whereof they now accuse me.”
They had no witnesses or evidence that these things were true.  Paul invited Felix to investigate these charges, and challenged the Jews to produce proof of those activities that they accused him of.

Acts 24:14, “But this I confess unto thee, that after the way which they call heresy, so worship I the God of my fathers, believing all things which are written in the law and in the prophets:”
There was no attempt by Paul to deny the fact that he was a follower of Jesus of Nazareth.  “Heresy” deals with false doctrine.  The Jews were saying that Paul was teaching after a Way which they said caused division among the people.  Paul was not ashamed to be called a follower of Jesus!  Paul and the early Christians did not see themselves as former Jews, but as fulfilled Jews, as this “Heresy” was actually the fulfillment of the O.T. Jewish faith!  Paul believed in the God of their fathers, the One that the O.T. spoke of, but he went on to the fulfillment of the O.T. which was Jesus!

Acts 24:15, “And have hope toward God, which they themselves also allow, that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust.”
Paul had not taught against the laws of Moses as the Jews charged, and his teachings of the resurrection agreed with the beliefs of his accusers.  The resurrection of Christ was Paul’s incentive to live the Christian life and to take his stand amongst a heathen world.  The resurrection of the just and unjust proves: the rapture and judgment seat of Christ for believers, those who have been justified by Christ, and it proves the Great White Throne Judgment for the lost, those who refused the justification of Jesus’ blood.

Acts 24:16, “And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men.”
Paul tried to live in such a way that would be pleasing to God and win the respect of his fellowman, thereby justifying before men his faith in God.  LESSON: Walk in wisdom for the sake of the lost.  Paul’s conscience did not condemn him, even though he persecuted Christians.  The conscience without God is not a reliable guide!  The conscience must be trained in God’s Word and according to His standards.  Paul wanted to live in such a way that his conscience would be always void of offence toward God and men!

Felix’s conscience had no doubt been woke up and it hollered, “How about you?  Have you always tried to have a conscience void of offence toward God and man?”  Paul was conscientious of the presence of God in his life at all times.  The conviction that infinite power and love surrounded him with constant care, and the fact that “The Lord stood by him,” moved Paul to live for the Lord, and to be an example for those around him to imitate.  LESSON: Practical religion demands constant effort, and a clear conscience requires constant care!

Acts 24:17, “Now after many years I came to bring alms to my nation, and offerings.”
Here Paul states the second of his reason for coming to Jerusalem: To worship, and to bring alms and offering.  It had been at least 5 years since Paul’s last visit to Jerusalem.

Acts 24:18, “Whereupon certain Jews from Asia found me purified in the temple, neither with multitude, nor with tumult.”
Paul had preached to these Jews in Asia, but they rebelled against his message.  They too came to Jerusalem and went to the temple.  When they saw Paul, he was not with a crowd of rioters, neither was he stirring any trouble.  LESSON: The devil is constantly looking for someone in the church that he can use to disturb others, cause trouble, and cause the rest in the church to turn on them!

Acts 24:19, “Who ought to have been here before thee, and object, if they had ought against me.”
The Jews from Asia who had been responsible for the uprising against Paul, (21:30, 31) were the proper ones to witness against him.  Yet they were not there, evidently not being prepared to face strict examination and questioning by Felix.  Paul pointed out that they should have been there to accuse hum personally, which sank the case for the Jews!  Paul’s familiarity with Roman law is clearly evidenced in asking his accusers to be present.  No accusers and no witnesses means no charges!  Felix should of at once dropped the charges against Paul and dismissed the case!

Acts 24:20, “Or else let these same here say, if they have found any evil doing in me, while I stood before the council,”
Paul challenged that, since the Jews that saw him in the temple were not there to witness against him, to let those who were present testify!  “Speak now, or forever hold your peace!”  LESSON: Gossip will talk about you behind your back, but not face to face!  They know that they cannot prove their false accusations!

Acts 24:21, “Except it be for this one voice, that I cried standing among them, Touching the resurrection of the dead I am called in question by you this day.”
Except for the one statement about the resurrection (23:6) Paul was innocent of all charges brought against him.  Ananias the high priest, was no doubt, grateful that Paul said nothing about the slap on the face, as it was not legal for a Roman citizen to be treated that way!

Acts 24:22, “And when Felix heard these things, having more perfect knowledge of that way, he deferred them, and said, When Lysias the chief captain shall come down, I will know the uttermost of your matter.”
Felix needed to be more accurately informed about “that Way” = the Jesus way!  He knew that Paul was telling the truth and that the Jews had no case against him.  However, Felix needed to be on the good side of the Jews and so he postponed making a decision in the case.  His excuse was that he wanted to hear from his chief captain, what he had to say about the case.

Acts 24:23, “And he commanded a centurion to keep Paul, and to let him have liberty, and that he should forbid none of his acquaintance to minister or come unto him.”
Justice is = Proper treatment until a verdict is reached!  Felix shows Paul favor and kindness, as everyone is innocent until proven guilty.  Felix was aware that the charges against Paul stemmed from the Jew’s hatred toward him, and he was satisfied that Paul had committed no crime against the Roman government.

Acts 24:24, “And after certain days, when Felix came with his wife Drusilla, which was a Jewess, he sent for Paul, and heard him concerning the faith in Christ.”
Paul took advantage of every God-given opportunity and witnessed to Felix and his wife about Jesus and the story of the Gospel.  Being a Jewess, Felix’s (3rd) wife Drusilla, would want to hear what Paul would have to say about the Jewish Messiah, whom he declared Jesus of Nazareth to be.  Paul was not at all concerned with defending himself against the charges, which had placed him behind prison doors.  Paul’s “sermon” to the couple was “FAITH IN CHRIST.”  His first point was: 1.  RIGHTEOUSNESS – God standard of holiness is Jesus!  Compare to Jesus, Felix was weighed in the balances and found wanting!  His second point was : 2.  TEMPERANCE – which is the holding of the reins of conduct in the hand of will!  Self control in all areas!  Including - eating, working, spending, drinking, lying, dress, etc.  His third point was: 3.  JUDGEMENT TO COME.

Acts 24:25, “And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee.”
Paul gave them three reasons in his sermon why they should believe on Jesus Christ!      1. RIGHTEOUSNESS – what would they do with their past sins?  God requires righteousness toward Himself and toward others.  Felix had not been righteous in the eyes of God, nor toward his fellowman.  He had not been righteous in his dealings with Paul, confining him to prison when no case of guilt had been proved against him.  Nor had he been righteous toward his fellowman as he had taken Drusilla from her husband and brought her to live with him.  God demands righteousness and He provides it to those who will trust Christ!

2.  TEMPERANCE – How were they going to handle today’s temptation?  Felix did not hesitate to lie or to murder to get rid of his enemies and promote himself.  Self control – temperance = applies to habits of life in general.  Felix did not control himself enough to keep his hands off his neighbor’s wife, nor did she in leaving her husband for another man. 

3.  JUDGEMENT TO COME – what would they do on judgment day when they stood before God?  (Rom.14:10) God had appointed a day in which we will all stand before Him and give account of ourselves.  Exposing the depraved condition of Felix and Drusilla, Paul hoped to lead them to Christ.  It was not easy for Paul to stand before them and declare that they would be judged for their ungodly way of life.  Such preaching had cost John the Baptist his life.  Instead of flattering Felix and ignoring the sin in his life, he delivered the truth of the Gospel.
As Felix thought of the day when he would stand before a holy God to be judged for his sins, he was terrified to the point of trembling in his soul!  Here we see the power of the Gospel at work.  Paul had diagnosed the case and offered the remedy.  It was up to Felix to receive it.  And what did Felix do?  He procrastinated - Felix was not ready to give up his sins, or Drusilla, and “that convenient season” never came for Felix.  LESSON: People put off salvation for various reasons, but if the devil can get just one day and one opportunity at a time, he will drag lost souls into a Christ less eternity.
Hell is full of people who sincerely intended to accept Christ, but like Felix, they put it off until a convenient time – a time which never came !!!  It was not convenient for CHRISTIANS to serve God and get right, so they will stand before God ashamed! (I John 2:28)

Why we don’t become serious Christians:

1. We don’t want to break with past sins.
2. Neglect - to busy.
3. Thrusting aside the thought of judgment to come.

4. Procrastination; good intentions…

Acts 24:27, “But after two years Porcius Festus came into Felix' room: and Felix, willing to shew the Jews a pleasure, left Paul bound..”
After two years, Felix’s term of office had expired and a new governor, Porcius Festus, took over.  Before he left, Felix wanted to do the Jews a favor, and left Paul in prison.  Felix had done many things while he was in office that were not pleasing to Rome!  If the Jews had reported these things to the emperor, Felix would have been in a “difficult” situation.  So, he was willing to show the Jews a pleasure so that they, in return, would do him a favor by keeping quiet about his questionable activities - (see lesson #3).  Paul spent these two years in comfort.  God had a way of resting His servant and preparing him for the work to come.
LESSONS:

1. People divorce themselves from religious customs more slowly than from any other practice.

2. One of these days is none of these days!  Now is the time to get saved and serve the Lord.
3. Through Felix escaped punishment at the hands of the Roman Empire, he will not escape judgment at the hands of God.
4. Do not wait for a more convenient season to heed the call of God, for it will never come - for there are none!!

5. Do not procrastinate your opportunities because once they are past, they are gone for eternity.
6. It would be no honest presentation of the Gospel that did not reprove and rebuke, that did not call men to repentance.
7. Conscience is not an infallible guide - It has limitations and requires the daily application of God’s Word!

8. It is never easy to abandon sin, or to turn from evil to good.

9. Procrastination is rebellion, which is as the sin of witchcraft -  I Sam 15:23.

10. Religion which does not aim at a man having a conscience void of offence, is vain.
11. If we are on the side of truth, the Word of God becomes a sword in our hand.  If we are opposed to it, we must be fatally pierced by it!

12. Behind procrastination, there is usually moral corruption hidden.

13. God gives everyone the opportunity of hearing and knowing the truth!

14. Pray for our rulers and aid them in carrying out good.

15. It is self love that makes flattery pleasant.

16. Those who commit sin became the slave and prisoner of sin.

17. “Pesty Christian friends” are really your best friends!

18. Men who oppose the truth (Tertullus) will stop at nothing to distort the truth, or promote a lie.

19. Christians have the right to use the law to protect themselves and the Gospel.

20. By refusing to make a decision for Christ, you decide against Christ!

21. Many sinners, like Tertullus, flatter and refuse to face up the truth.  Some like Felix, hear the truth and are convicted by it, but reject it.  Others like Drusilla hear the truth, see how it affects others, and make no decision at all.  They are hardened to the Gospel and it no longer affects them.
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