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THE  BOOK  OF  ACTS

Chapter 23
REVIEW
Paul had come to Jerusalem against the clear command of God.  The people did not receive his testimony and tried to kill him.  Being rescued from death, Paul asked for permission (21:38) to speak to his attackers.  Paul gives his testimony and when he mentions his calling to the Gentiles, the people are outraged and refuse to hear anymore of him.  The Roman government wanted to know why the uproar took place and why Paul had been brought face to face with his accusers.  Paul accepts the challenge to once more face his religious enemies, but the results will end the same.

Acts 23:1, “And Paul, earnestly beholding the council, said, Men and brethren, I have lived in all good conscience before God until this day.”

This is the last mention of the Jewish council.  Paul had not appeared before these men since the day he had gone to them to request written permission to go to Damascus to arrest believers there.  Paul’s persecution of Christians had been conducted with a clear conscience because he acted upon the light that he had and at the time, he believed Jesus to be the enemy of Judaism.  Just because a person is conscientious and sincere, does not mean they are right or saved.

The conscience is the inner judge or witness, that approves when we do right, and disapprove when we do wrong.  Conscience does not make standards, it only applies them.  A conscience can only judge by the way it has been programmed.  Paul’s was programmed to believe it was right to persecute and murder Christians!  Our conscience must be trained in God’s Word.

Acts 23:2, “And the high priest Ananias commanded them that stood by him to smite him on the mouth.”
Paul’s testimony aroused the anger of the high priest Ananias.  (There are three Ananias’s in the book of Acts)  He commands those near Paul to hit Paul in the mouth.  Paul knew he was about to be “railroaded” and the chance of a fair trial was about a million to one.  So, he begins to use his brains to get out of this mess.  Why was he commanded to be hit?  Perhaps the high priest’s conscience was pricked when Paul said that his was clear.

Acts 23:3, “Then said Paul unto him, God shall smite thee, thou whited wall: for sittest thou to judge me after the law, and commandest me to be smitten contrary to the law?”
Paul was confident that Ananias could not treat God’s servants in such a manner and get away with it.  God did take vengeance and later, Ananias was killed by the Zealots, (Jewish assassins) because of his pro-Roman sympathies.  When Paul called him a whited wall, he was referring to a wall that had been white-washed (painted) but underneath the paint was dirt and corruption.  Paul was calling hi a hypocrite.  (Mt.23:27, 28)  Ananias was not interested in justice, but in satisfying the Sanhedrin and advancing his own personal welfare.  The books of Moses demanded that a man have a fair trial.  Exodus 23:1, 2, Leviticus 19:15, 35, Deuteronomy 19:15-19, 25:1,2.  Jesus had been treated in the same manner by this council, yet He did not lose His temper as Paul.  Paul fires when fired upon here.  Jesus, our High Priest, know we feel.  (John 18:23 - is the way a Christian is to handle persecution).
Acts 23:4, “And they that stood by said, Revilest thou God's high priest?”
The high priest was to be God’s representative in the trial.  This is why judges wear robes today!  Those who profess to represent God cannot be the accusers, judge, and jury!  This meeting of the Sanhedrin was not any honest effort to find whether or not Paul had a revelation from God.  These men had a pretentious righteousness.  They had sheep’s clothing on but were inwardly ravening wolves.

Acts 23:5 , “Then said Paul, I wist not, brethren, that he was the high priest: for it is written, Thou shalt not speak evil of the ruler of thy people.”

Paul did not recognize this man as THEE HIGH PRIEST – (which is Jesus!)  Being a Jew, Paul had respect for this office, (not the man) and was quick to explain his actions.  Paul knew this crowd was against him and he was probably speaking in this manner to avoid another riot, knowing these men were not likely to be reasoned with.  Nor was it likely that he was going to receive justice from this council.  Paul did know who the “high priest” was and he is simply using his brains to get out of this “sticky situation.”  Paul had The High Priest (Heb. 4) inside his own body and would not bow down and kiss the big toe of this hypocrite.

Some say the high priest did not have on his official dress, but did you ever see the pope in blue jeans and tennis shoes?  Jesus Christ replaced every priest who ever lived more than 20 years back, and Paul aimed his “guns” at this 2-bit phony.  So, was Paul lying when he said he didn’t know he was the high priest?  You might say, he was half-truth telling!  His sudden piety is a dodge, knowing this council is not going to pay any attention to proper legal procedure, and the wisest thing to do was to end this hearing as soon as possible.

Acts 23:6, “But when Paul perceived that the one part were Sadducees, and the other Pharisees, he cried out in the council, Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee: of the hope and resurrection of the dead I am called in question.”

Here were your modern day republicans and democrats.  These two factions disagree on many things including the resurrection and the existence of angles and spirits.  The liberals and modernists of today deny the fundamentals of the faith as the materialistic Sadducees did then.  Sadducee ministers of today do not believe in the resurrection, nor of the life of the spirit beyond death.  Paul no longer tells half-truths, but progresses to out and out lying?  He was called on the grounds of Acts 21:28 in their eyes, saying that he defiled the temple, preached to Gentiles, and for teaching against the law.  Paul sidetracked the court room and made “lemonade” out of the lemon they gave him.  Perhaps this was an attempt to witness to them one more time.  Had they listened, their doctrinal disagreement may have been settled.

Acts 23:7 , “And when he had so said, there arose a dissension between the Pharisees and the Sadducees: and the multitude was divided.”

Everyone’s mind was focused upon Paul and the accusations against him.  He got their minds off himself and got them fighting amongst themselves.  This is exactly how the devil operates, getting our mind off him and getting us to fight against ourselves.

Acts 23:8, “For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit: but the Pharisees confess both.”
The Sadducees were materialists and did not believe in the resurrection, nor the existence of angels and spirits, but the Pharisees confessed both.

Acts 23:9, “And there arose a great cry: and the scribes that were of the Pharisees' part arose, and strove, saying, We find no evil in this man: but if a spirit or an angel hath spoken to him, let us not fight against God.”
These scribes were willing to give Paul the benefit of the doubt, in order not to lose the debate with the Sadducees.  LESSON - Fighting against one of God’s servants is as fighting against Him! (Acts 22:7)

Acts 23:10, “And when there arose a great dissension, the chief captain, fearing lest Paul should have been pulled in pieces of them, commanded the soldiers to go down, and to take him by force from among them, and to bring him into the castle.”

Once again, the people break out in an uproar and the captain commands his men to go get Paul, fearing he would lose his prisoner.  LESSON - This is how our Commander wants us to rescue sinners from the murdering clutches of Satan and his host of demons!

Acts 23:11, “And the night following the Lord stood by him, and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome.”
In the castle, Paul was bruised and battered from the beating he had recently received.  His physical pain was added to the suffering of his spirit as he had not been able to reach his people with the Gospel.  Paul is encompassed by difficulties & all hope seemed to disappear.  The Lord knew that Paul could bear no more with out definite help.  That’s when Jesus came and said to Paul, “Be of good cheer!!”  Notice, the Lord did not remind Paul of the mistakes he made!  He did not say, “I told you so!”  (Heb.10:17)  Paul will make it to Rome, but he will go “second class.”  And he will be held up and hindered for two years (24:27) because of his disobedience in coming to Jerusalem against the direct orders of God.  However, the Lord did commend him for his witness in Jerusalem and was pleased with his efforts in trying to win his Jewish brethren.  Doing our best is all the Lord requires!

Here God promises that Paul’s enemies would not kill him, and that he would make it to Rome to be a witness there also.  Paul stood on these promises of the Saviour all his life, and the Lord was faithful to keep these promises!  Paul had no help from the church brethren, and there was no mention of a prayer meeting for him as there had been for Peter.  This is the end of Paul’ desire to witness in Jerusalem.

Acts 23:12, 13, “And when it was day, certain of the Jews banded together, and bound themselves under a curse, saying that they would neither eat nor drink till they had killed Paul.  And they were more than forty which had made this conspiracy.”

Conspiracy to commit murder!  They were so determined to kill Paul, that if they failed to slay him, they wanted the judgment of God to fall on them!  They were going to take the law into their own hands since the courts would not destroy Paul.  They did not intend to give him another chance for trial.  They thought they were doing service to God.  (Jn.16:2)  LESSON: When we take our stand, the devil stirs up many to oppose us!

Acts 23:14, “And they came to the chief priests and elders, and said, We have bound ourselves under a great curse, that we will eat nothing until we have slain Paul.”

We wonder if all those 40 men died of starvation, or whether they broke their vow to neither eat nor drink till they had slain Paul.  At the time, they were determined and committed!  LESSON:  We should all be this committed and we should fast this way for sinners!

Acts 23:15 , “Now therefore ye with the council signify to the chief captain that he bring him down unto you to morrow, as though ye would enquire something more perfectly concerning him: and we, or ever he come near, are ready to kill him.”

Accessory to murder!  They wanted the Sanhedrin to get the captain to bring Paul down for some “questioning” and they would ambush him!  LESSON: Misery loves company!

Acts 23:16, “And when Paul's sister's son heard of their lying in wait, he went and entered into the castle, and told Paul.”

Here is a mention of Paul’s family.  In God’s mercy and grace, He uses this young boy to overrule the conspiracy to kill Paul!  Somehow Paul’s nephew found out about the Jews plan and went to Paul and “rats” on them.  LESSON: It is right to tell on someone who is about to do wrong!

Acts 23:17, “Then Paul called one of the centurions unto him, and said, Bring this young man unto the chief captain: for he hath a certain thing to tell him.”
Since Pail had been given Divine assurance that his life would be spared in order for him to witness at Rome, did he not trust God to keep His promise?  Yes he did and Paul used his God-given common sense to take care of himself.  Paul did not explain the matter to the centurion what the message was but told him the child had something to tell the captain.

Acts 23:18 , “So he took him, and brought him to the chief captain, and said, Paul the prisoner called me unto him, and prayed me to bring this young man unto thee, who hath something to say unto thee.”

Satan did not want Paul to get to Rome and did everything in his power to stop him.  Here another effort is about to fail to prevent Paul from witnessing in Rome.  Paul was a prisoner as a result of his disobedience to God’s command to stay out of Jerusalem.  LESSON: We will become prisoners to sin if we do not heed the warning of God.

Acts 23:19, “Then the chief captain took him by the hand, and went with him aside privately, and asked him, What is that thou hast to tell me?”

The Lord mad the inquisitive boy care to hear the story and to tell it.  And it is the Lord that gives us the grace to hear the story of the Gospel and the desire to tell it.  He also gives the “captains” of our day the grace to listen to us as we witness, so we can!

Acts 23:20, 21, “And he said, The Jews have agreed to desire thee that thou wouldest bring down Paul to morrow into the council, as though they would inquire somewhat of him more perfectly.  But do not thou yield unto them: for there lie in wait for him of them more than forty men, which have bound themselves with an oath, that they will neither eat nor drink till they have killed him: and now are they ready, looking for a promise from thee.”

This boy simply tells what he’s heard!  That’s all the Lord asks of us!  He tells about the Jews’ plot to ask the captain to bring Paul down for questioning.  We do not know this boy’s name, but the Lord knew and used him.  Without this boy, Paul would have been killed and we would not have much of the New Testament.

Acts 23:22, “So the chief captain then let the young man depart, and charged him, see thou tell no man that thou hast shewed these things to me.”

The captain took the word of the boy, not demanding proof, nor taking time for investigation of the report, but immediately set things in motion to bring the Jews plot to nought.  “Don’t tell anyone or the Jews will find out that we are on to them, and they will come up with another plan to kill Paul,” he told the boy.  LESSON: God uses young people - and it is right to tell on someone who is going to do wrong!  They did not reward the boy as doing right is it’s own reward.

Acts 23:23, “And he called unto him two centurions, saying, Make ready two hundred soldiers to go to Caesarea, and horsemen threescore and ten, and spearmen two hundred, at the third hour of the night;”

Here is an example of modern day police protection as 470 men were assigned to deliver Paul safely to Felix in Caesarea.  The 40 plus men might well have allies to re-enforce them if needed.  The captain was taking no chances with his prisoner.  LESSON:  TAKE NO CHANCES!  With your purity… Post guards!!  Caesarea was about 35 - 40 miles away from Jerusalem.

Acts 23:24, “And provide them beasts, that they may set Paul on, and bring him safe unto Felix the governor.”
The Lord saved Paul from the 40 and provided him something to ride on to Caesarea.  God truly supplies all the needs of His servants, as Paul was in no condition to travel by foot a distance of about 40 miles!

Acts 23:25-27, “And he wrote a letter after this manner: 26.  Claudius Lysias unto the most excellent governor Felix sendeth greeting. 27.  This man was taken of the Jews, and should have been killed of them: then came I with an army, and rescued him, having understood that he was a Roman.”

Rome protected its citizens and the captain wanted to let the governor know that he had been alert performing his duty as a Roman officer, by rescuing a Roman citizen from a mob of angry Jews.  The captain’s “diplomacy” was nothing more than lying!  He came because Jerusalem was in an uproar (21:31) and he didn’t even know anyone was to be rescued, let alone a Roman citizen.  Furthermore, he didn’t know Paul was a Roman citizen even after he rescued him!  The good captain was probably “bucking” for some more stripes!  It has been said, “A politician is a man who sees himself in his own light.”

The captain tried to make himself and his men look good by claiming special credit, which they did not deserve.  LESSON: God does not promote those that promote themselves.  This is the last mention of the captain.

Acts 23:28, 29, “And when I would have known the cause wherefore they accused him, I brought him forth into their council: 29.  Whom I perceived to be accused of questions of their law, but to have nothing laid to his charge worthy of death or of bonds.”
The captain still did not have any official charges to bring up against Paul.  The ones the Jews brought against him were not worthy of death or bonds in the opinion of the captain.

Acts 23:30, “And when it was told me how that the Jews laid wait for the man, I sent straightway to thee, and gave commandment to his accusers also to say before thee what they had against him. Farewell.”

The captain contacted the council after Paul got out of town and told them that if they want to start trouble again, they can do it in a Roman court of law before a Roman judge!  He had done all he could with this case and turned it over to his superiors.  LESSONS: When we have problems, go to leadership, tell them, and leave it in their hands.  Then go back to your place of service, and go about YOUR business.  Good followers let leaders lead!

Acts 23:31, “Then the soldiers, as it was commanded them, took Paul, and brought him by night to Antipatris.”

Good soldiers do as they’re commanded promptly, and without question or complaint!  As good soldiers in the Lord’s army, let us follow their example.

Acts 23:32, 33, “On the morrow they left the horsemen to go with him, and returned to the castle: 33.  Who, when they came to Caesarea and delivered the epistle to the governor, presented Paul also before him.”

After the soldiers had gotten Paul past the “danger zone,” they returned back to the castle and the horsemen rode on to Caesarea.  The epistle of course refers to the letter written to Felix by Claudius Lysias, the captain, concerning the case against Paul.

Acts 23:34, 35, “And when the governor had read the letter, he asked of what province he was. And when he understood that he was of Cilicia; 35.  I will hear thee, said he, when thine accusers are also come. And he commanded him to be kept in Herod's judgment hall.”

Herod decided to give Paul a hearing.  Obviously, the actions of these Jews showed they had something against him.  Herod’s judgment hall was where Paul was kept prisoner.  It was a palace.  When Jesus is with us, even prison is a palace!

LESSONS
1. God’s servant is indestructible until Paul has finished the work God has planned for him to do!

2. When you are on the bottom of life, be of good cheer!  God will use you again!

3. As God’s people, we can always take courage in time of difficulty because the Lord is with us and will see us through.

4. Trust the past to the mercy of God, the present to His love, and the future to His providence.

5. Don’t look for the easy way out, but for the way that would most honor the Lord and win the lost.  Even be willing to become a prisoner, if that will further the work of the Gospel.

6. Although a leader is wicked, we are to show respect for the office they hold.

7. When we are at our lowest point in life, remember, someone does care about us!  Jesus!

8. Everyone fails, but that does not stop God from using us!  We are all He has to work with.  And what might be a failure in our eyes is not necessarily in God’s eyes (Rm.8:28).

9. The Lord stands by us whether we are right or wrong!  Heb.13:5, Genesis 28:15.

10. The Lord, our High Priest is familiar with our trials and testings.  Hebrews 4:14-16.

11. Our job is to testify - His is to bring forth the results.

12. When we’ve done all we can do, that is not failure in God’s eyes!

13. When we have God’s Word on something (:11) there is no reason to doubt!  We must act on His Word in faith.

14. When there is no hope in circumstance and no help from man, the Lord is there to provide strength, encouragement, and assurance.

15. The Lord never urges people to “cheer up” without giving them a good reason for so doing.

16. God can overrule our disobedience and work it out for His glory.

17. The Lord comes to help us in our times of helplessness.

18. God uses little children = so He will get all the glory.

19. To keep a clear conscience, always do your best, keep your sins confessed up, keep short accounts with others, and do your Christian  duties faithfully.
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