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THE  BOOK  OF  ACTS

Chapter 20
REVIEW
Last week, Paul was in Ephesus doing a great work for the Lord!  A great revival broke out among the Christians as a result of the man with an evil spirit attacking the seven sons of Sceva, the Jewish chief of the priests.  Any time Christians have a “house cleaning” as they did in Ephesus, mark it down, the devil is on his way!  When he came, he used a man by the name of Demetrius to start a riot in the city against Paul.  But the Lord intervened and protected His men!

Acts 20:1, “And after the uproar was ceased, Paul called unto him the disciples, and embraced them, and departed for to go into Macedonia.”   
After the riot that was caused by Demetrius, Paul left Ephesus and headed toward Macedonia.  His main purpose was to encourage and strengthen the saints so that they might stay true to the Lord and be effective witnesses.  Those too were suffering persecution for their faith.

Acts 20:2, “And when he had gone over those parts, and had given them much exhortation, he came into Greece,”   
Paul probably spent most of his time in Corinth while he was in Greece.  The book of Romans was written from Corinth.

Acts 20:3, “And there abode three months. And when the Jews laid wait for him, as he was about to sail into Syria, he purposed to return through Macedonia.”

The enemies of the Gospel were persistent, following Paul wherever he went.  The Jews would of killed Paul, given the chance!  The principle of hindrance is always present when someone is doing a work for God!

Acts 20:4-6, “And there accompanied him into Asia Sopater of Berea; and of the Thessalonians, Aristarchus and Secundus; and Gaius of Derbe, and Timotheus; and of Asia, Tychicus and Trophimus.  These going before tarried for us at Troas.  And we sailed away from Philippi after the days of unleavened bread, and came unto them to Troas in five days; where we abode seven days.”

The personal pronoun “WE” in verse 6 is Luke.  He joins Paul on his journey at this time.  II Corinthians was written from Philippi.

Acts 20:7, “And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until midnight.”

The church met on Sunday!  (I Cor.6:1,2 Rev.1:10).  The main emphasis of the meeting was PREACHING!  Not music!  As a matter of fact, there was no music at all!  (Especially no charismatic hodge-podge kind!)  The first day came to be called the Lord’s Day because on it, Jesus arose from the dead, the believers were filled with the Spirit at Pentecost which was also on the first day.  The Sabbath day was part of the ceremonial law done away with at Calvary!  The only time it is mentioned in the New Testament is when Jesus Himself is BREAKING IT!!! John 5:18, John 9:16!

Colossians 2:16 “LET NO MAN THERFORE JUDGE YOU IN MEAT, OR DRINK, OR IN RESPECT OF AN HOLIDAY, OR OF THE NEW MOON, OF * OF * THE * SABBATH * DAYS.”

These people were hungry for the truth!  They were willing to stay till midnight!  And stay alert!  Paul had an untiring spirit and was willing to stay long hours for the people.  When the Holy Spirit is in the midst, all awareness of time ceases.  In order to hold a service this long, you need three things: A) The presence of the Holy Spirit   B) A Spirit filled preacher   C) A Spirit filled crowd.
NOTICE:  They had night services. (Most ungodly liberal churches these days don’t and the ones that do need to cancel theirs!)

Acts 20:8, “And there were many lights in the upper chamber, where they were gathered together.”

In this place, there were many lights.  It was not a dim religious looking church building.  It was brightly lighted!  (Most false religions are afraid to turn on the light)  These were lamps or torches that burned and used up the oxygen in the room.  The place was in an upper chamber of someone’s house or building.  God dwelleth not in TEMPLES made with hands!

Acts 20:9, “And there sat in a window a certain young man named Eutychus, being fallen into a deep sleep: and as Paul was long preaching, he sunk down with sleep, and fell down from the third loft, and was taken up dead.”

In this room were the ideal conditions for falling asleep.  It was probably warm from all the lights, the air was probably stale from lack of oxygen, it was late, and the young boy was probably tired from a day’s work…

LESSONS:

1. It is easier for young people to be circumstance controlled.

2. When young people are attacked by the devil, he usually will attack them in the physical areas.

3. The devil attacks the young people because they have more to offer than the adults. (a full life of service)

4. To fall asleep during the preaching ends with tragic consequences.  You don’t get what you need to fight the devil.  Paul was ready for any emergency.

5. When you get sleepy toward the preaching of the Word, it becomes easy to fall into sin.
Acts 20:10, “And Paul went down, and fell on him, and embracing him said, Trouble not yourselves; for his life is in him.”   
This miracle from God through Paul was to prove that Paul’s Apostleship was as authentic as Peter’s.  And Divine power in his preaching was the proof.  Eutychus means “fortunate” God gives us here a picture of salvation:  Eutychus fell – all men have fallen in sin.  He was dead – all men are dead in sin.  Sin brings forth death.  He had done nothing to merit God’s help – he was restored to life because of the grace of God.  Because of the grace of God, we have newness of life!

LESSONS:

1. Young people are, for the most part, asleep to the preaching and to the dangers of life.  No one is looking out for them!  Once they fall, it takes a miracle to get them back!  Notice: It was God’s man with God’s Word that brought him back.  God’s Word has transforming power.
2. The uncertainty of life – death comes to all and is no respecter of persons or age!

3. Accidents came and tragedies come most often unexpected and without warning.

4. Just before people fall into sin, God has His man there warning of the dangers.

5. Sometimes others are hurt by our preaching.  Never preach to hurt, but always preach to help.

6.The Spirit was willing – the boy was in the meeting!  But, the flesh was weak!  Older people did not fall asleep as they understood the importance of preaching and set the example for the younger people.

7. Paul stopped what he was doing and took the time and trouble to recover the fallen and dead youth.

8. Sometimes, the young are punished for what is merely due to the influence of surrounding circumstances and their undeveloped bodily conditions.

9. Sleeping in church – most “Christians” who sleep during the sermon have no problem staying up late watching TV!  Or rising up early to go fishing… If we go to church and sleep during the sermon and die, there are no Apostles to restore us!

10. Physical conditions of the church building are important for the preaching of the Gospel!  Lighting, temp., music…

11. Eutychus was “bored to death.”

ILL: When a man left a meeting while Carl Woodburg was preaching, Carl said, “What are you leaving for?”  He responded. “I’m going to get a haircut.”  Carl said, “I didn’t need one when I came in!”  Some preachers preach by the calendar, not the clock!

12. God allows tragedies in order that He might show His mighty power.  Don’t be troubled by them as all things do work together for good…

Acts 20:12, “And they brought the young man alive, and were not a little comforted.”

God was not finished with Eutychus yet!  No one will leave this earth if God is not finished with them!

Acts 20:13, 14, “And we went before to ship, and sailed unto Assos, there intending to take in Paul: for so had he appointed, minding himself to go afoot.  And when he met with us at Assos, we took him in, and came to Mitylene.”

Paul walked from Troas to Assos alone.  This was about a 20 mile walk.  Paul probably did not need the exercise, but he did need the time alone with God.  Lesson:  We all need to learn to walk with God!  Maybe Paul was praying about the trip he was going to take to Jerusalem.  LESSON: There are some things we do not have to pray about!  God already told Paul that his ministry was to the Gentiles!  He was not suppose to be in Jerusalem preaching to the Jews!  LESSON:  Our private life is as important as our public life!  Paul’s private life walking with God gave him his power for public service.

Acts 20:15, 16, “And we sailed thence, and came the next day over against Chios; and the next day we arrived at Samos, and tarried at Trogyllium; and the next day we came to Miletus.  For Paul had determined to sail by Ephesus, because he would not spend the time in Asia: for he hasted, if it were possible for him, to be at Jerusalem the day of Pentecost.”

Paul had no time to stop and preach as he was too busy with other plans!  Paul wanted to be in Jerusalem on Pentecost.  He thought he could win the Jews favor and preach to them.  However, God was not in his plans.  Paul was determined to have his own way.  Heaven will reveal those we sailed by and could of won to the Lord, but were too busy with other things.  LESSON: If you are too busy to serve the Lord, you are too busy!  Service for the Lord must come before our own plans and must be scheduled, or it will not get done!  It must be made a matter of priorities.

Acts 20:17, “And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church.”

Elders means Pastors.  There are three offices of the Pastor: 1) Pastor – shepherd, feeder of the flock. 2) Elder – counselor. 3) Bishop – overseer of the entire church and everything that goes on in the church.

Acts 20:18, “And when they were come to him, he said unto them, Ye know, from the first day that I came into Asia, after what manner I have been with you at all seasons,”

Paul gives his farewell address to the Pastor of the church at Ephesus.  From the first day Paul came to town, he went right to work and stayed busy.  He lived what he preached.  All seasons – Paul was consistent in his service for the Lord, when he was in the mood and when he wasn’t.

Acts 20:19, “Serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with many tears, and temptations, which befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews:”

Paul served God, not man!  He endured the trials of life and kept on serving God, through many tears!  LESSON: The man of God faces far more trials and hardships than we ever imagined!  Sometimes God’s men are misunderstood and maligned.  If God’s man is true to God’s Word, he will not always please those who listen.  This kind of preacher is the sure cure for the backslider.

Acts 20:20, “And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have shewed you, and have taught you publickly, and from house to house,”

Paul was never guilty of trimming his message in order not to offend the rich people!  There are those whom I am afraid I will not offend including, but not limited to: lodge members, ministerial association members, worldings, backsliders, gossips, critics… Paul preached the bitter and the sweet.  He never took his foot off the gas when preaching about lying, envy, backbiting, gossip, stealing and robbing God, skipping church…

Paul taught them how to win souls by his words and actions.  He used confrontational evangelism, which is the pattern of service the Lord has set for us today!!!  Paul systematically visited the home of the people for definite personal evangelism.  These “deeper lifers” who never knocked on a door to tell someone about Jesus probably do not know Jesus in the first place.  Most likely, their “reverent” has never preached on soul winning because he doesn’t go soul winning, and his people don’t know about soul winning.  Surely, any born again person wants to tell others how to go to heaven.  You need to be in a church that will teach and motivate you to go soul winning!!!

Acts 20:21, “Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Repentance – a change of mind – a much neglected message in our pulpits today!  Turning your back on sin, turning from your wicked ways and getting right!  Faith – also a neglected message.  Faith in Jesus through thick and thin, faith to keep going in the midst of opposition, faith to tithe…

Acts 20:22, “And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall befall me there:”

“I GO” Forward knowing the suffering that lies ahead.  Paul was not in the Lord’s will in going to Jerusalem.  He was bound in his own spirit, knowing he was directly disobeying God’s command not to go to Jerusalem.  Lesson: Even though Paul was disobeying by going to Jerusalem, he still was not afraid to die!  He was saved and sure of it!

Acts 20:23, “Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me.”

The Holy Spirit told him he would suffer if he went to Jerusalem.  He knew Paul’s witness would not be heard in Jerusalem, yet Paul’s love for his people the Jews, quenched the warnings of God.  Love for others and sincerity does not justify disobedience to God’s commands!

Acts 20:24, “But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.”

Indifference – to worldliness, peer pressure, persecution, opposition… Paul was unaffected by them!  Let us rise above the fear of man and endure for Christ’s sake!

A) Things which do not move us:

B) Things which do not:

C) Things which should:

D) Things which should not:

Paul had a good attitude toward temporary things.  He did not let circumstances, opposition…stop him!  He did not lose heart or hope.  All of earth’s sufferings could not quench his joy!  “… I MIGHT FINISH MY COURSE…”  It would be nice of some Christians would start theirs!  Paul’s main business was to testify of the Gospel of the grace of God!  Not golf on Monday, play tennis on Tuesday…

Acts 20:25, “And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, shall see my face no more.”

Paul was certain that he would not see his friends again this side of glory.

Acts 20:26, “Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men.”

BLOODY HANDS!  No one could point their finger at Paul and say, “I am going to hell because you didn’t tell me how to be saved.”  Those we do not tell that we could tell it will be as if we pushed them into hell with our own hands!

Acts 20:27, “For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God.”

Shunned: To disguise, hold back.  Not only must the truth be presented and declared in an “unwatered down” fashion, it must be received as well!  Paul preached the whole counsel of God!  He preached the entire Old Testament!  And that includes a lot more the Mal.3:10 and John 3:16!  It also includes a great deal more than giving some old ladies some devotional nuggets on prayer and praise.  Paul preached on hell, separation, immorality, covetousness, immodesty, homosexuality, laziness…THE WHOLE COUNSEL OF GOD!

Acts 20:28, “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.”

Paul warned us to be on guard against the things that will beset you and tempt you, and guard your own personal walk with God: Bible, prayer, service, witnessing…If the leader fails, the whole church will suffer.  No one can stop you but you!  Then, guard the flock, guide it, feed it, protect it from spiritual attacks.  If the pastor leads and guides, the flock is to follow.  If he feeds, they are to eat without complaining.  If he sets the rules to protect you, you are to abide by them.  The church, the pastor, and the people do face certain dangers, from without and from within!

Notice: The Deity of Christ! GOD purchased the church with His own blood!  ( not money, church membership, good works…)  Anyone having problems with the Deity of Christ is an imposter!  You are not a “man of God!”

Notice:  The church is the local church, a called out assembly!  Not an invisible assembly!  The so called invisible church is under construction.  It has not been called out nor assembled as of yet, so it does not yet exist.  Those who are members of the invisible church only, are so because they do not want to tithe, go soul winning, or get right with God!

Acts 20:29, “For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.”

There are two attacks on the church! A) From without! False religion, compromise, clubs, associations, lodges, community project involving all denominations…anything to break down the separational barriers between God’s people and the world.  These are nothing but counterfeits who exploit the church for personal gain.  Wolves appear in sheep’s clothing and usually travel in pairs.  They look like sheep, but they don’t sound like sheep!  They gossip and criticize the preacher and the program of the church.  They have no real Bible convictions.  They like those that like them and hate those who hate them.  Their motives for service are either for recognition or control, and they do not care anything about the flock, yet profess to be the most concerned about it!  Burning up 10 gallons of gas a day trying to turn members against the preacher isn’t exactly care for the flock.  A wolf in sheep’s clothing can get into a flock and kill several sheep before the flock knows he’s there!  And a wolf cannot sleep until they have torn a carcass to pieces and eaten it.  Many of those who will give the preacher the hardest time will be faultless in their outward reputation!

Acts 20:30, “Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.”

B) The inside attack.  These are your Cains, Achans, Judas’ gossips and critics. those who have been offended and try to turn the rest against the pastor and church.  These are ambitious for position and power.  (III John 9-11) You can always spot them by their “speaking perverse things” and their turning away from the pastor and the Gospel he preaches.

Acts 20:31, “Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears.”   
WATCH!  A watchman had to stay awake and alert, ready to sound the alarm if he saw danger approaching.  He had to be faithful as the safety of many people rested with him.  (Ez.3:17-19) Today, many “watchmen” only think of themselves, and do not sound the alarm when danger lurks.  ILL: A group of sailors asked their new chaplain if he believed in a real hell for lost sinners, and he smiled and told them that he did not.  “Then you are wasting your time,” the men replied.  “If there is no hell, we don’t need you; and if there is a hell, you are leading us astray.  Either way, we’re better off without you.”

Everyone has a never dying soul, worth more than all the riches of the world.  Careless worldlings are blind to the sinner’s need of a Saviour.  If we don’t warn them, who will???

Acts 20:32, “And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified.”   
As Paul is about to leave, he turns these over to the care of the great Shepherd Jesus, and to His Word.  God and the Word are what build great works and keep men pure.  Without the Word, Christians are shallow and weak.  The correct order of emphasis for any Christian is 1) God 2) His Word Everything else is secondary, including music and kinfolks…

Acts 20:33, “I have coveted no man's silver, or gold, or apparel.”

 Don’t Covet!  ILL: Every so often, I get a letter from the local ministerial association.  I write on the face of it REFUSED-RETURN TO SENDER!  One problem I would have if I got mixed up with this bunch is I probably would see and hear of what they’ve got in their churches, covet it, get my eyes off the main goal of saving souls and salvaging lives!  Paul was not in the ministry for the money and he did not sell miracle handkerchiefs and seeds!  “THOU AHALT NOT COVET” is the last of the 10 commandments, and if we do covet, we will end up breaking the other 9!  We will steal, lie, murder…to get that which we coveted after!

Acts 20:34, “Yea, ye yourselves know, that these hands have ministered unto my necessities, and to them that were with me.”

Paul worked for what he got and took care of those who worked for him!  Nothing is worse that a lazy preacher!  Necessities included: food and raiment. (I Tim.6:8) Not golf club memberships and pool passes….

Acts 20:35, “I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive.”   
The whole Pauline ministry can be summed up in 9 words: “IT IS MORE BLESSED TO GIVE THAN TO RECEIVE.”  Paul supported the weak himself.  He did not send someone to do it for him..  Giving includes money, presents, sympathy, knowledge, love, prayers…All can give!  Those who do not give are selfish.  True Christianity is concerned with ministering to others, not being ministered to.

The care of the Ephesian church must now be theirs and they must give themselves completely to the work.

Why is it more blessed to give than to receive?  Because you have the ability, your in the right spirit, your setting the right example, you have the Lords approval of your actions, you have a clear conscience, and you are laying up eternal rewards.  When you give yourself, other things are easy to give.  The giver comes out on top every time, because you can’t take what you get with you, but you can take what you give.

Acts 20:36, “And when he had thus spoken, he kneeled down, and prayed with them all.”

Prayer is asking God to get involved in our lives.  It’s admitting that you cannot do God’s work without Him. (Jn.15:5) In asking for Gods help, you put pride and self confidence in their place – the bottom of hell!  Prayer gives power to do God’s work, to continue on and endure suffering… Paul’s prayer shows his dependence upon the Lord to help these preachers to carry on the work he started.

Acts 20:37, 38, “And they all wept sore, and fell on Paul's neck, and kissed him, Sorrowing most of all for the words which he spake, that they should see his face no more. And they accompanied him unto the ship.” And after the uproar was ceased, Paul called unto him the disciples, and embraced them, and departed for to go into Macedonia.”

Live so people will sorrow when you leave.  There are some, who, when they leave, will have no one that will shed a tear for them.  (gossips and trouble makers in the church)  Saying good-bye, knowing this would be the last time on earth to see them.  Paul’s friends were with him to the end.

LESSONS:

1. Our whole life is divisible into the past and the future.  The present is a mere point which separates the two. :20-35.

2. The work of the ministry is not finished as long as there are souls to be saved.  :24

3. Paul left us an example to follow and we should be an example to follow as we teach most by our example.
4. Dead – orthodox Bible critics would be in the poor house if they had a dollar for every time they preached like Paul. :24.

5. A Pauline preacher will preach all the counsel of God, or he is a compromiser.
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