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THE  BOOK  OF  ACTS

Chapter 19

REVIEW
Apollos was mighty in the scriptures, but only up to a point.  He knew nothing of the Gospel and the saving power of Jesus Christ.  Chapter 19 begins with an example of others who believed as Apollos, and knew nothing of the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus.  Chapter 19 has been used to promote more false religion and more false doctrine than any other chapter in the Bible.  However, when these verses are studied in context and with  the guidance of the Holy Spirit, confusion ends, and the Gospel prospers.  The ministry in Ephesus  would be Paul’s last ministry in liberty and freedom.

Acts 19:1, “And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples,”   
Paul continues his 3rd missionary journey and comes to Ephesus, keeping his promise made in Acts 18:21.  Here in Ephesus he comes across some disciples.  The word “DISCIPLE” means “learner or pupil.”  It does not mean a saved person!  Judas was a disciple of Jesus and was not saved!

Context would tell us these were Apollos’ disciples.  A disciple can only go as far as his teacher can take him.  These men were religious and sincere, but sincerely wrong.  They professed salvation, but they did not possess it!

Acts 19:2, “He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.”   
The disciples Paul had been in contact with were different from these.  Usually a disciple (one of Christ’s) would be involved in the Lord’s work and people would be getting saved, and a spirit of revival would control the atmosphere.  However with these disciples, Paul perceived instantly that something was wrong.  So he begins to question them about the Holy Spirit, since it is He that does the work through man.  Paul’s question, “HAVE YOU RECEIVED THE HOLY GHOST SINCE YOU BELIEVED?” has been used by some to say that the receiving of the Holy Ghost is something different from Salvation, and happens after Salvation.  Romans 8:9 tells us if you do not receive the Spirit, you do not get saved!  At Salvation, the Holy Spirit “moves in” to the believer’s spirit.  (If the baptism of the Holy Ghost is an experience that follows the new birth, why did Paul not instruct the jailer at Philippi concerning that baptism?  Because it happens at Salvation!)

These men replied, “We don’t know what your talking about Paul!  We’ve never even heard of a Holy Ghost!”  Paul continues to question them to get to the root of the problem.

Acts 19:3, “And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism.”   
Paul questions their baptism.  “Where’s the newness of life that you profess to have been baptized into?”  (Romans 6:4) Baptism is a picture of that which has taken place inside the believer.  Baptism follows Salvation and testifies to the world that you have received Jesus as Saviour.  Baptism identifies you with Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection.  Upon Salvation, the Holy Spirit makes His abode (home) within the believer, and the believer is now to walk in newness of life.

Baptism pictures this newness of life as the believer has been crucified with Christ and raised to walk in newness of life.  These disciples reply that they were baptized into John’s baptism.  John’s baptism, the baptism of repentance, showed only that one believed Jesus to be the Jewish Messiah of the Kingdom, not that one received Jesus as Saviour.

Acts 19:4, “Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.”   
Paul explained to them that John not only preached Jesus as Messiah, but as Saviour!  Here Paul gives a clear presentation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the disciples of Apollos, just as Aquila and Pricilla gave Apollos in Acts 18:24-28.

Acts 19:5, “When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.”   
These disciples were Jews.  They heard the Gospel of Jesus Christ, about His death, burial, and resurrection, believed on Jesus as Saviour, received the Holy Spirit, and were baptized in His name testifying they now accepted Jesus as Saviour, as well as Messiah of the Kingdom.

Acts 19:6, 7, “And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied. And all the men were about twelve.”   
As Paul laid his hands upon these disciples, they were so yielded to the Holy Spirit that they were filled with the Spirit, which is different from the baptism of the Holy Spirit!  At Salvation, the Holy Spirit baptized a believer into the body of Christ.  This is a one time occurrence in the life of a believer for all eternity! (Eph.4:30)

When a believer allows the Holy Spirit to control them for holy living and service, He fills them and does His soul winning works through them.  This is the filling of the Holy Spirit, which is a continual occurrence in the life of a believer.  Upon the FILLING of the Holy Spirit, these disciples spoke in tongues—LANGUAGES other than their own!  (Not gibber-jabber, but actual languages!  Tongues were always a sign to the unbelieving Jew.  I Cor. 14:22)

And they prophesied.  To prophesy means to forth-tell what God has said.  They were soul winners and began to do what they should have been doing when Paul came across them – winning souls!  These signs and wonders during the transition period between the Kingdom and the Church, the time of no New Testament, gave assurance to those who were saved and working for the Lord.  Today we get our assurance from the Word of God.  Rom. 10:17.

Signs and wonders are useless and are a hindrance in our day as those who seek them turn from the teaching of the truth, and from the spreading of the Gospel, and the winning of souls.  Tongues and the laying on of hands are easy to imitate, but the true test of faith is found in winning the lost!

Acts 19:8, “And he went into the synagogue, and spake boldly for the space of three months, disputing and persuading the things concerning the kingdom of God.”   
Paul was showing the Jews in the synagogue, from the Old Testament scriptures that Jesus was the Messiah.  He preached the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus “according to the scriptures,” reminding the Jew that their own prophets had declared that the Messiah would suffer and die, but would rise again!  And that these scriptures applied to Jesus of Nazareth Whom the Jews had crucified.

Acts 19:9, “But when divers were hardened, and believed not, but spake evil of that way before the multitude, he departed from them, and separated the disciples, disputing daily in the school of one Tyrannus.”   
The sun melts ice, but it also hardens clay.  The Gospel either softens hearts or hardens them.  When God’s Word is heard and received, the heart is softened.  But when it is heard and rejected, the heart is hardened, and the mouth speaks evil of God’s men.

Paul refuses to “cast his pearl before swine,” and left the synagogue of the Jews.  He also refused fellowship with these and separated himself from these unbelievers.  II Cor.6:14.  However, opposition did not stop Paul as he moved his ministry into a school house, teaching and preaching the Word of God to his converts.  He SEPARATED his disciples!  This is why we have denominations today - for Separation!!!

Why are we called Baptists?  The term Baptist tells where we stand!  ILL: A man called me on the phone and said he was from a Church of God denomination, but that he did not speak in tongues.  The term Church of God must of identified him with speaking in tongues.  Labels on cans at the store identify to us what is inside the can: Corn, beans, peas…  Our outside appearance identifies what is on the inside of us as well!  And the crowd you run with identifies what you are too!

Paul was a church splitter, a non-conformist, and a fundamentalist!  Glory to God!!!

Acts 19:10, “And this continued by the space of two years; so that all they which dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks.”   
This Bible Conference lasted for 2 years with services held daily!  This was the longest period of time spent by Paul in one place during his entire ministry.  Everyone that lived in Asia HEARD the Word!  That meant that someone was TELLING it!  Not just gathering around it and studying it!

Acts 19:11, “And God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul:”   
These special miracles were for special problem, given to a special man, with a special ministry, with special circumstances.  Paul needed a manifestation of the power of God to bring to nought the evil powers darkness, demons, idolatry, and magic so active in the city of Ephesus.  Special miracles were given to Paul to bear witness to the message Paul preached.  These special miracles did not even continue with Paul!  Much less were they passed on to us!  God did this for a special reason in Ephesus!

Acts 19:12, “So that from his body were brought unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed from them, and the evil spirits went out of them.”   
These were special gifts of the Holy Spirit in Apostolic times, which ended with the death of the last Apostle.  There was no New Testament then, and the Lord used the miracles of the dark days before the New Testament to show approval of His men and His work.  These miracles needed no laying on of hands, no tongues, no words of knowledge…  If these are real today, let’s take some of these sweat cloths and go to the nursing homes, hospitals… and put them out of business.
Biblical miracles were always wrought for the sake of some immediate benefit, not for making money.  These miracles showed God’s approval of separation from the unbelieving Jews.  Such spiritual manifestations were only temporary, limited to the particular occasion for which they were required.

Acts 19:13, “Then certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcists, took upon them to call over them which had evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, We adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth.”   
A vagabond is a person who wanders from one place to another without setting down.  These Jews were exorcists who claimed to cast out evil spirits by religious and magical ceremonies.  This is Satan’s counterfeit to oppose the work!  Satan knows that the unsaved world cannot tell the difference!  Adjure means I charge you, or I command you.

These Jews used the name of Jesus “just to see what it was like.”  They tried to imitate the power of God that had been manifested through Paul.

Acts 19:14, “And there were seven sons of one Sceva, a Jew, and chief of the priests, which did so.”   
He was not God’s chief priest!  This is the fourth time we read of Satan’s instruments:  Simon Magnus in Acts 8:9-20, Elymas in Acts 13:6-12, the soothsayer at Philippi, and these 7 sons of Sceva.  Satan has his ministers too!

Acts 19:15, “And the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are ye?”   
The evil spirit answered them!  Demon possession is real, powerful, and is nothing to play around with!  Paul’s Gospel influence was known by the demons of hell and seen in his daily actions.  These Jews were religious imposters who tried to imitate the work of God for material gain.  Notice, they were not trying to imitate Paul’s spreading of the Gospel, nor his winning of souls and starting churches, nor his self-sacrifice and diligence, but they tried to imitate the “signs and wonders,”  in order that they might make a name for themselves.

Religious fakes may be able to mimic the gesture, but they cannot catch the Spirit.  These demons knew the difference between a Spirit filled preacher, and a group of religious hypocrites!  You can paint a fire, but it will not burn!  You can practice religion but,    “… WITHOUT ME, YE CAN DO NOTHING.”  These demons knew Jesus, as He was the one Who kicked them out of heaven!  Paul was known in hell!  Are you?  Are you any threat to the force or evil?  If you are a soul winner you are!

Acts 19:16, “And the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, and overcame them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded.”   
Failure!  These did not possess the power behind the name of Jesus and could not cast the demons out.  It doesn’t take long to “expose” a religious phony!  (Num.32:23)  God will see to it that these that profess religion for gain will receive their due punishment.  A more humiliating “exposure” is reserved for them at the Great White Throne Judgment!

Acts 19:17, “And this was known to all the Jews and Greeks also dwelling at Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified.”   
Know to all!  They knew the miracles done through Paul were real and that there was a difference between Paul and the imposters.  This judgment from God aroused the consciences of others that were professing Christ and living for self, the world, and Satan.  Following is “The Great Revival at Ephesus.”

Acts 19:18, “And many that believed came, and confessed, and shewed their deeds.”   
Notice the order:  They believed, confessed – made a public profession, then showed – this is the outward show of the inward know!  The Christian profession makes a difference in life and conduct!  These had been saved for some time before they yielded up their ungodly possession to God!!  Saved people produce good work! (Ephesians. 2:10)  Works justify us in the sight of men! (James 2:24-26)  Works are the proof of Salvation, not the means to Salvation!  These believers were still practicing their magic and had not made a clean break with sin!

LESSON: People can be saved and live in sin!!!  Example of this: Lot! (II Peter 2:7) Also the Corinthians!(I Corinthians 3:1-3) And David! (Psalms 51:12) David asked for his joy to be returned, not for his salvation!

Acts 19:19, “Many of them also which used curious arts brought their books together, and burned them before all men: and they counted the price of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver.”   
Here is an example of true revival!  When people sell out for God, they separate themselves from former sin practices and worldliness, they put all away that is false and impure!  How can we say we love Him and not hate the things that nailed Jesus to the cross?  Yielding to the Lordship of Christ AFTER Salvation (because it can only be done by a Christian!!!) is a sure sign of sincerity!  Deliberate self-sacrifice is probably one of the most effective witnesses we can bear for Christ!  Faith in action is what the world is hungry to see.  A righteous, holy life gives the light so desperately needed in our testimony!

These were practical results from practical preaching!  A genuine confession is followed by a renouncement of sin.  Those who were convicted of the abominations that were in their house (Deuteronomy 7:26) removed them and burned them publicly!  These worldly books did not satisfy nor give the peace in their hearts that’s they were looking for!

LESSON:  If Christians would “clean house” like they did then, revival would break out and the Word would grow mightily as well!  “Christians” would make a far greater impact on the world by imitating the Ephesians house cleaning than the “sighs and wonders.”  True Christianity brings about a change in one’s heart and life.  Professions are backed by actions!  And actions preach louder than words!

By burning the books, they not only acknowledge the sin in using and owning them, but they also prevented the possibility of going back into sin, or causing someone else to stumble into sin by giving or selling them the books!  Now there was no turning back!!!  They removed the provisions for the flesh!  (Romans 13:14)  These books were hand copied and very valuable!  They lost money, but gained peace!  Q: What are you prepared to give up for Christ?  Has there been a judgment of God on someone close to you, or on yourself?  Maybe God is trying to get your attention!

Acts 19:20, “So mightily grew the word of God and prevailed.”   
Growth involves resistance – it pushes it’s way against opposition!  When the Ephesians Christians reach the point of complete surrender, THEN the Word of God grew mightily and prevailed!  In order to have the same type of revival,  we must yield  ourselves unreservedly to the Spirit of God.  In this revival, no one was healed, no one spoke in tongues… but many got right with the Lord!!!

Acts 19:21, “After these things were ended, Paul purposed in the spirit, when he had passed through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying, After I have been there, I must also see Rome.”   
The Gospel now being firmly established in the city of Ephesus, Paul felt that he could leave the converts there for a season and move on.  The great victory he had won in that city did not satisfy his heart!  God help us if we ever get a place in our Christian lives where we are satisfied!

Acts 19:22, “So he sent into Macedonia two of them that ministered unto him, Timotheus and Erastus; but he himself stayed in Asia for a season.”   
Erastus is mentioned in Romans 16:23.  He held an office similar to our office of treasurer.

Acts 19:23, “And the same time there arose no small stir about that way.”   
The spirit of rebellion against the Gospel rears it’s ugly head and Satan attacks once again!  Persecution breaks out after a genuine moving of the Holy Spirit!

Acts 19:24, “For a certain man named Demetrius, a silversmith, which made silver shrines for Diana, brought no small gain unto the craftsmen;”   
Opposition with an individual!  And usually the motive is personal gain!  When sin is faithfully preached against, and the light of the Gospel is shinned on sinners, those living in darkness begin to oppose the light!  Demetrius was a worldly man with a grievance against God’s men.  His love for the faith in money was his down fall.  Ephesus was a hot bed of Idolatry and money grabbers, looking to make a buck off ignorant and superstitious people.  Demetrius uses his influence to gather others and to begin opposition against God’s work and God’s men.

Acts 19:25, “Whom he called together with the workmen of like occupation, and said, Sirs, ye know that by this craft we have our wealth.”   
Notice:  Profit is the first consideration!  See I Tim. 6:10
Acts 19:26, “Moreover ye see and hear, that not alone at Ephesus, but almost throughout all Asia, this Paul hath persuaded and turned away much people, saying that they be no gods, which are made with hands:”   
False accusations against the man of God!  There’s nothing new with the devil!  Paul simply brought the light of the Gospel which exposed the phoniness of their idols.  Demetrius testifies of the success of God’s work by the hands of Paul!

Acts 19:27, 28, “So that not only this our craft is in danger to be set at nought; but also that the temple of the great goddess Diana should be despised, and her magnificence should be destroyed, whom all Asia and the world worshippeth.  And when they heard these sayings, they were full of wrath, and cried out, saying, Great is Diana of the Ephesians.”   
Religious business which profits by the ignorance and superstition of people is strenuously denounced by Jesus! (Luke 20:46, 47)  The Gospel and money never mix!  So many were being saved and turning from their false gods, that it was hurting the idol makers business!  Once the root of the problem is cared for, the fruit will care for itself.  Once men are saved and taught the Word of God, their false idols will be abandoned!  Money hungry religionists will hide behind the cloak of the appearance of truth, and claim they are protecting the “temple of Diana” but in reality, they are protecting their own wallets!  All business that promote false religion and idolatry should be in danger of going out of business!  And they will be where the Gospel is faithfully preached!

Wherever Paul preached, idolatry suffered!  Wherever Christians are faithful to take a stand, the business of religion will suffer as well!

This temple was one of the 7 wonders of the world.  It had 127 marble pillars, 60 feet high, weighing 150 tons each!  But this temple was burned in 260 AD, and the exact location cannot be found to this day!

Acts 19:29, “And the whole city was filled with confusion: and having caught Gaius and Aristarchus, men of Macedonia, Paul's companions in travel, they rushed with one accord into the theatre.”   
One man influences a multitude for evil!  God help us to have a practical influence and use it for the glory of God!  This movement, as do all false religions, grew rapidly as people poured into the theatre.  And like all false religions, they left, they did not know how to go to heaven or how to serve God better!

Acts 19:30, “And when Paul would have entered in unto the people, the disciples suffered him not.”   
Paul was faithful and very courageous, and desired to go in and preach to this mob.  Concerned for his life, these disciple stopped him from entering in.  He was ready to stand up to the crowd, even though it might mean certain death.  The way Paul dealt with his difficulties was faced to face and head on!

Acts 19:31, “And certain of the chief of Asia, which were his friends, sent unto him, desiring him that he would not adventure himself into the theatre.”   
True friends want you to do what’s best and they want you to take care of yourself!

Acts 19:32, “Some therefore cried one thing, and some another: for the assembly was confused: and the more part knew not wherefore they were come together.”   
Religious crowds are confused!  The Bible says Salvation is by grace!  Religion says Salvation is by works.  If only they would get back to the Bible!  These did not know why they were doing what they were doing.  It was just the popular thing to do!  Following the wrong crowd always leads to confession, disorder, and ignorance.  In Dr. Messumup, and Dr. Bigbottom’s church, the majority of the people don’t know why they come to church!

Acts 19:33, 34, “And they drew Alexander out of the multitude, the Jews putting him forward. And Alexander beckoned with the hand, and would have made his defence unto the people.  But when they knew that he was a Jew, all with one voice about the space of two hours cried out, Great is Diana of the Ephesians.”   
False religion usually resorts to violence to protect itself, as they are afraid of the truth.  The 2 hours of outcry is a typical exhibition of human nature!  They were prejudiced toward Alexander because he was a Jew.  Riot started with one man!  “Great is Diana…” could be interpreted, “Great is our income!”  The great temple of Diana has long been in ruins, but the work of God marches on!

Acts 19:35, “And when the townclerk had appeased the people, he said, Ye men of Ephesus, what man is there that knoweth not how that the city of the Ephesians is a worshipper of the great goddess Diana, and of the image which fell down from Jupiter?”   
The town clerk was a keeper of public records.  He was a man of influence and popularity as he was able to calm this crowd.  The idolaters claim that their goddess came from heaven.  Don’t they all?

Acts 19:36, 37, “Seeing then that these things cannot be spoken against, ye ought to be quiet, and to do nothing rashly.  For ye have brought hither these men, which are neither robbers of churches, nor yet blasphemers of your goddess.”   
These men have done nothing wrong and have broken no laws.  The town clerk stands up for Paul and his friends, and the goddess Diana!  He truly is a politician!

Acts 19:38, 39, “Wherefore if Demetrius, and the craftsmen which are with him, have a matter against any man, the law is open, and there are deputies: let them implead one another.  But if ye inquire any thing concerning other matters, it shall be determined in a lawful assembly.”   
If Demetrius wants to press charges, there are proper ways to do this!  Demetrius was a schemer with only himself in mind, and his plan ends in utter failure.  They all realize they have been made a fool of by Demetrius and his greed for money.

Acts 19:40, 41, “For we are in danger to be called in question for this day's uproar, there being no cause whereby we may give an account of this concourse.  And when he had thus spoken, he dismissed the assembly.”      
The crowd is usually in the wrong and the minority in the right.  Rome ruled the known world then and would allow a city freedom if they paid their taxes and kept the peace.  This assembly had no reason to be assembled and was dismissed.

LESSONS:

1. The Lord’s work is spiritual and spiritual battles must be fought with spiritual weapons.  Acts 19:13-16

2. We should remove from our lives the things that often feed temptation.  Acts 19:18,19, Psalms 101:3, Romans 13:14.

3. The Christian life is always contrary to the former life.

4. A religion that makes little or no demand for change will soon find out they are not in harmony with the Bible.

5. Efforts to adjust conduct so as to match religion may involve serious self sacrifice.

6. Christianity is a life, and the power of Christianity still lies in the change which it works in each individual.

7. When you strive with only self in mind, you usually end up with nothing!!  Acts 19:38.
8. The only way to do business with the devil is to go all out and completely destroy that which would destroy others.

9. Christianity still has the power to change the lives of men and women and those changes will be evidenced by their deeds and daily lives.  Ephesians 5:11

10. The best way to remove darkness is to turn on light!

11. It is easier to believe a lie and follow the crowd than to learn the truth for yourself. Acts 19:34

12. Preaching that does not offend someone or stir the opposition of Satan is not likely from God!

13. Any book on your shelves that trouble your conscience surely ought to be burned!

14. Revival involves more than throwing away your cigarettes and getting the beer out of your refrigerator.  Acts 19:17-19.  Real revival involves confession of: bad living, ingratitude, coldness toward God, neglect of family duties…

15. Real revival puts pressure on wicked businessmen and will close down their soul damning place of ill repute.

16. You will have no real revival until you get the abominations out of your home permanently.

17. People who believe in a mother goddess do have churches and do have members that are money making idolaters.

18. Paul was one man at the complete disposal of his Master – Jesus!  So was Demetrius – the devil!

19. What is needed for revival?

A) Salvation and assurance - :1-4

B) Baptism - :5

C) Yielding yourself to the Holy Spirit for service - :6, 7

D) Separation - :9

E) Perseverance - :10

F) The power of God - :11, 12

G) Conviction - :13-17

H) A good House Cleaning - :18, 19

I) REVIVAL!! - :20

J) When it comes, expect opposition - !!! :21-41
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