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THE  BOOK  OF  ACTS

Chapter 18

REVIEW
As Paul continues on his 2nd missionary Journey, he is still having good days, and his bad.  Last week, we saw the three reactions to the Gospel: Opposition, Acceptance, and Mocking.   Paul lets none of these stop him as he presses on for the few who will accept the message.

Acts 18:1, “After these things Paul departed from Athens, and came to Corinth;”
In Athens, Paul preached a great message on Mars Hill, but without any great results.  In Corinth however, there is a different experience.  Corinth was an immoral, pagan, licentious sewer that will naturally respond to the Gospel much better than Athens did.  It was the hot bed of the world’s evil.  “Where sin abounds, grace doth much more abound.”

Corinth was about 50 miles from Athens.  It had a sea port which gave access to trade routes between Asia and Rome, thus making it a commercial city.  The people there were infected by their surroundings as Corinth was the city of the temple of Aphrodite; a pagan goddess.  This pagan form of worship included temple prostitution (about like what we watch on TV).

From this city, Paul wrote Romans.  Read chapter 1 to see how he saw Corinth!  The church in Corinth was the only church that was loaded with signs!  (For Israel of course!) Study I, II Corinthians to see how Satan attacked the church and his attempt to hinder the spread of the Gospel in that city.  Once established, this church grew rapidly.

Acts 18:2, “And found a certain Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus, lately come from Italy, with his wife Priscilla; (because that Claudius had commanded all Jews to depart from Rome:) and came unto them.”
Paul meets two people; Aquila and his wife Priscilla.  They were from Italy, and had been forced out of the country by the Roman ruler Claudius.  As with Paul, they were experienced in persecution and opposition, and knew what it was to leave home, church, friends, and family.  They became an important part of Paul’s team, and were a good example of “HOW LAY-PEOPLE CAN HELP FUTHER THE CAUSE OF CHRIST.”

Acts 18:3, “And because he was of the same craft, he abode with them, and wrought: for by their occupation they were tentmakers.”
This city of Corinth was a city wholly given to commercial enterprises.  Paul supports himself so no one can accuse him of preaching for the money, thus hindering the Gospel.  He would not be associated with the “religious hucksters” in Corinth who preached for car allowances and retirement programs!  Paul had a trade as well as a calling from God.  It was the custom in Jewish families for every Jewish boy to be taught a trade.  Those who did not work did not eat!  II Thes. 3:10.

Paul had no money and needed a job.  He would not accept a salary for preaching as this would hinder the Gospel in Corinth.  God uses lay people to meet Paul’s need of a job, and Christian fellowship!  They also provide him with a place to stay.  Without their generosity, Paul would have had a hard time in Corinth.

Acts 18:4, “And he reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath, and persuaded the Jews and the Greeks.”
Paul presented the Lord Jesus Christ every Sabbath day and persuaded both Jews and Greeks.  During the week, he would work for Aquila and Priscilla, and no doubt, they helped him in the services as he preached. (perhaps they taught a Sunday school class, or dang the specials, or passed out the bulletins…)

Acts 18:5, “And when Silas and Timotheus were come from Macedonia, Paul was pressed in the spirit, and testified to the Jews that Jesus was Christ.”
Timothy and Silas join Paul in Corinth.  Devoted helpers are what made it possible for Paul to serve the Lord effectively.  With them, they brought an offering from those in Philippi enabling Paul to preach full time.  Again, lay people help further the cause of Christ by giving offerings!  It was here  in Corinth that Paul hears of the good work going on in the church at Thessalonica and writes I,II Thessalonians. 

In Paul’s preaching, he decided it was time to “light the fuse”  and does so by preaching that Jesus is their Messiah!  Well, the Jews didn’t “cotton” to this kind of  preaching!

Acts 18:6, “And when they opposed themselves, and blasphemed, he shook his raiment, and said unto them, Your blood be upon your own heads; I am clean; from henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles.”
Paul preached a controversial and violent truth to a hostile audience.  He preached the message of Christ and it was rejected!  Now THEY are responsible to God for what they’ve heard!  Until the message is proclaimed, the messenger is accountable to God.  After, the people are!  Paul faithfully preached the Gospel and when it was shaking off the guilt of garment, which signifies the act of shaking off the guilt of their condemnation.  He said, “Your blood is on your heads!”

If they went to hell, it was their own fault, not Paul’s!  The preacher and teacher are responsible for the souls of those they preach to and teach; and are accountable to God for what they preach and teach!  After they faithfully deliver God’s message, the responsibility and accountability go to the hearers!

There are two places to have blood: A) On your hands= because you did not warn them of the coming judgment, or B) On your head= because you did not heed the warning from God’s servants.  Paul shook his garment as a last warning.

Acts 18:7,   “And he departed thence, and entered into a certain man's house, named Justus, one that worshipped God, whose house joined hard to the synagogue.”        
This is the first time Paul leaves the synagogue voluntarily.  Before, he had always been forced out!  The witness to Israel is about to end, as the transition from Judaism to Christianity, and from the kingdom to the church progresses.  Special miracles, sign, and wonders gradually diminish until they disappear entirely. (The kingdom signs were committed to the Apostles during the Apostolic age)

This experience of Paul in leaving the synagogue and his Jewish brethren after the flesh, caused Paul to become greatly discouraged.  He was about to leave the city of Corinth when the lord saved Justus, a man who lived next door to the synagogue.  It was in his house the church of Corinth was started.

Acts 18:8, “And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his house; and many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized.”   
Results!  The chief ruler of the synagogue gets saved and baptized!  It is possible to win you next-door neighbor!  And others (A) Hearing (B) Believed (C) And were baptized!  Once the souls are saved and salvaged from hell, now the lives of the Corinthians must be salvaged from the Lord.  Notice, there were no tongues, healings, laying on of hands, taking of the Lord’s supper…This conversion of Crispus opened up more opportunities for evangelism, and opposition from the enemy.  Notice also, the household salvation-everyone in the house heard, believed , and were baptized.  This is not a reference to baby baptizing!!!

They were saved and doing right in the city of Corinth: It is possible to live right regardless of the surroundings and circumstances!!!


Acts 18:9, “Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night by a vision, Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace:”   
God doesn’t speak to us in visions today!  Today He manifests Himself to us according to His promises laid down in His complete Word.  We need nothing more than the written Word!

This was a depressing time for Paul – is not an unusual experience for God’s people.  The Lord knew Paul was afraid – Of failure as in Athens?  Of opposition from the salvation of Crispus?  Of the vastness of the work?  Of the responsibility of the souls of men?

Acts 18:10, “For I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee: for I have much people in this city.”   
Paul was alone and perhaps not physically able to endure any physical persecution not physically able to endure any physical persecution at this time.  I Cor. 10:13  The Lord knows how much we can take, and will not put on us more than we can bear!  Many of the Lord’s people were there without a good church to go to.  And many more were still to be saved.  He needed someone to care enough to stay there and work with these in Corinth.

Divine election encourages us to keep keeping on!  There are people out there who will be saved, and if we continue to search for them, the Lord will bring them across our paths!  Paul could not see the  “much people” the Lord spoke of.  But, he walked by faith, not by sight and kept going!  Heb. 11:1.

Acts 18:11, “And he continued there a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them.”   
Paul continued in Corinth teaching them the Word of God, thus fulfilling the great commission.  He did not allow opposition to stop him from serving God!  One of the greatest needs in the church today is the teaching of the Word of God.  People’s needs are not being met through social and recreational programs!  They need the Bible!

Notice:  God’s presence, promises, and provisions in the hard times!  He came and encouraged Paul.  The Lord told Paul not to  be afraid, preach the truth, don’t trim your message, I am with thee weather you can feel Me or not, no one will hurt you here, and many people will be saved here.  Just be Faithful Paul!

Acts 18:12,  “And when Gallio was the deputy of Achaia, the Jews made insurrection with one accord against Paul, and brought him to the judgment seat,”
Opposition begins!  Always behind the mask of religious disputes!  True Christians will be offensive to the wrong crowd!   When Corinth got a new deputy, the Jews thought it would be a good time to try and rid themselves of Paul.  Perhaps they thought they could intimidate the new deputy with a crowd ? 

Acts 18:13, “Saying, This fellow persuadeth men to worship God contrary to the law.”
Gallio doesn’t consider worshipping God contrary to the law to be an offence!  Paul was a threat to their false religion.  Their chief aim was to be rid of Paul and it mattered not how false their accusations and gossip might be.  Usually, this is a sign of bitterness ND ENVY!  Notice: So far, the people are for the man of God, or against him!  Josh.24:15, Mt. 6:24.  Their actions tell which side they are on!

Acts 18:14, “And when Paul was now about to open his mouth, Gallio said unto the Jews, If it were a matter of wrong or wicked lewdness, O ye Jews, reason would that I should bear with you:”   
Paul was ready at all times to give an answer for what he believed.  But Gallio gave him no opportunity to speak and thereby, he shut out probably the only chance he had to hear the gospel.  No doubt, Paul would of told him about Jesus, had he given him the chance.  Gallio refused to get involved ad there were no charges of wrong or wicked lewdness.

Acts 18:15, “But if it be a question of words and names, and of your law, look ye to it; for I will be no judge of such matters.”   
Unlike Pontius Pilate, Gallio doesn’t get worked up over spiritual matters.  He does not give into the crowds!  No one gets him to do what he doesn’t want to do!  As a civic leader, the “polls” could not sway him to show favor to one group over another.  He refused to do justice!  Besides, they had no legitimate charges against Paul that would demands his attention.  God used Gallio to protect Paul from the mob.  He overruled the forces that would hinder the proclamation of His word.

Lesson: The best way to deal with religion quarrels- are not to listen to them!!!

Acts 18:16, “And he drave them from the judgment seat.”   
He stuck to his business, and his business was trying cases where wrong had been done to someone, or crimes had been committed.  He was a busy man and wanted no part of religion.  He drove the “religious” false accusers from his presence. Romans 16:17

Acts 18:17, “Then all the Greeks took Sosthenes, the chief ruler of the synagogue, and beat him before the judgment seat. And Gallio cared for none of those things.”   
Sosthenes took Crispus’ place as chief ruler in the Jewish synagogue after Crispus got saved :8 .  As leader, he assumes the responsibility of those who tried to railroad Paul and thus, he gets his nose popped!  Gallio disregarded this beating of Sosthenes.  He probably figured, “You reap what you sow!”

Gallio’s indifferent to spiritual matters steamed from a lack of love among the brethren.  Their walk didn’t match their talk.  He identified the Gospel with disorder and hatred…And he was unimpressed with their religion!

The Lord preserved His work and His man.  The Greeks had witnessed the Jews’ persecution of Paul and the trouble that resulted from their false accusations.  They held Sosthenes responsible for “messing with their preacher.”  Later, Sosthenes was saved!       (I Cor. 1:1).  Gallio’s attitude of indifference to eternal and spiritual matters is a reflection of those of our day who live only for pleasure and prosperity, never taking time to prepare to meet God.  Gallio is remembered by his statement : He cared for none of those things.  Help us to influence others to care for spiritual things!  ILL :  David Davis & Rocky.

Acts 18:18, “And Paul after this tarried there yet a good while, and then took his leave of the brethren, and sailed thence into Syria, and with him Priscilla and Aquila; having shorn his head in Cenchrea: for he had a vow.”
Compromising again?  The first time was when Paul circumcised Timothy in Lystra.  Now he takes a legal vow!???  This is probably a reference to Num. :18-21  dealing with the Nazarite vow.  However, this vow was voluntarily taken and no one looked to the Nazarite vow as a plan of salvation.  NOT EVEN THE Pharisees thought this!

It was a vow of special dedication for service.  Paul’s love for Israel was his weakness and he was willing to do anything to win some of them.  Perhaps this was an effort to convince them that he did not oppose the laws of Moses, or the religion of their fathers, and was simply teaching Christ was the fulfillment of the law.

Following the man of God, Aquila and Priscilla prove that they are invaluable in the Lord’s work!  And that’s what they will be accountable for- following!  Paul will stand accountable for leading!

Acts 18:19, “And he came to Ephesus, and left them there: but he himself entered into the synagogue, and reasoned with the Jews.”   
Ephesus was a city notorious foe idolatry.  It was there in Ephesus that stood the temple of Diana, one of the seven wonders of the world.  Moreover, it was a city given over to demonism, sorcery, witch craft, and magic.  The temple attracted many visitors, and the large harbor made Ephesus an important commercial center.  In the temple, they also practiced temple prostitution, as did Corinth.

Acts 18:20, “When they desired him to tarry longer time with them, he consented not;”   
It wasn’t often Paul was invited to say longer.  Usually, he was “invited “ to leave.  In John 9:4, Jesus said that we need to work while we have the opportunity!  There’s a world of opportunity for every man!

Acts 18:21, “But bade them farewell, saying, I must by all means keep this feast that cometh in Jerusalem: but I will return again unto you, if God will. And he sailed from Ephesus.”   
Here his commitment to his vow seems to overshadow his commission to preach the Gospel in Ephesus.  He had been well received in Ephesus and those in the synagogue wanted him to stay longer.  But, Paul refused.  He said he would return if it was God’s will.  *Knowing and DOING God’s will is two different things!  Those who want to DO God’s will, won’t be deprived of knowing what it is!

Paul knew that there would be large crowds assembled in Jerusalem and that he would have unlimited opportunity to preach the Gospel, especially to the Jews.  Paul left Aquila and Priscilla behind to carry on the witness in the synagogue.  Again, they were faithful and proved themselves to be invaluable in the Lord’s work.  They were working of Him, not Paul.  When Paul left, they continued!

They were also loyal to their preacher!!!   They didn’t talk about Paul and spread gossip!  They kept busy!  The gossips are those who never do anything for the Lord!!! Aquila and Priscilla knew that serving God was more satisfying than having a home and a business.

Acts 18:22, “And when he had landed at Caesarea, and gone up, and saluted the church, he went down to Antioch.”
Antioch was where  Paul’s home church was, and this was the end of the 2nd Missionary Journey.

Acts 18:23, “And after he had spent some time there, he departed, and went over all the country of Galatia and Phrygia in order, strengthening all the disciples.”
We do not know how long he stayed in Antioch.  Perhaps long enough to rest and physically re-cooperate.  Here Begins the 3rd Missionary Journey.  Notice: Paul could not – would not stop serving the Lord, even though he had done “his fair share.”

Acts 18:24, “And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, and mighty in the scriptures, came to Ephesus.”   
“Mean while, back on the farm” – In Ephesus, Aquila and Priscilla carry on the work!  A special guest speaker came to town named Apollos.  He was born in the city of Alexandria, named after Alexander the Great.  Apollos was a forceful speaker, gifted by nature in speaking, and was mighty in the scriptures; he had mastered the Old Testament prophecies concerning the coming Messiah.

Acts 18:25, “This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in the spirit, he spake and taught diligently the things of the Lord, knowing only the baptism of John.”   
However, Apollos’ mastery of the scriptures ended with the baptism of John.  John’s baptism dealt with the Kingdom that Jesus preached about.  The baptism of repentance was to show that you believed Jesus to be the Messiah, the King of the Kingdom.  Israel rejected the King and the Kingdom, but it was offered again in Acts 2:38.  The baptism of repentance was to show your change of mind about Jesus.  It did not then, nor will it ever save anyone from hell.

Apollos knew nothing of the cross, the blood, or the resurrection, or the filling of the Holy Spirit.  But he taught what he understood and enthusiastically proclaimed such truth as he knew.  Apollos was not complete in his teachings.  Lesson: No one ever stops learning!

Acts 18:26, “And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom when Aquila and Priscilla had heard, they took him unto them, and expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly.”   
Aquila and Priscilla show their spirituality as they came to hear the preaching of God’s Word.  Paul’s co-workers did not embarrass Apollos by publicly rebuking him or debating with him.  Again, lay people further the cause of Christ by lovingly shedding light on the Word of God.  They had a good spirit when trying to show him something about his doctrinal position.

How did they know so much?  They listened to Paul when he taught them!  How else did they further the cause of Christ?  Romans 16:3,4 – They protected Paul.  By encouraging Paul, they indirectly encouraged the churches he visited!  II Tim. 4:6, 19 – Paul remembered them!  When the time comes for God’s man to go home to be with his maker, what will he remember about us?  QUILA AND Priscilla did not let persecution stop them.  They served in the light of obstacles and problems.  They supported their preacher!  By the way, their preacher caused some stinks too!

Acts 18:27, “And when he was disposed to pass into Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him: who, when he was come, helped them much which had believed through grace:”   
The only way you can help others is to be helped yourself.  You cannot give unless you get.  Apollos got from Aquila and Priscilla, and gave to the disciples.  Here again, by the grace of God, these believe and were saved!  Without baptism, tongues…

Acts 18:28, “For he mightily convinced the Jews, and that publicly, shewing by the scriptures that Jesus was Christ.”   
He did not resist he was taught by Aquila and Priscilla and the Lord used him and blessed his ministry mightily.  Apollos showed from the Old Testament that Jesus is the Jewish Messiah.  Apollos knew what he believed and was able to convince the unbelieving Jews that Jesus is the Christ!  He also did this openly and publicly.  Lesson:  When we study and know what we’re talking about, God gives us the opportunity and the boldness to mightily convince the lost of their spiritual condition.

Lessons:

1. Opposition is usually proof that God is at work!  After all, the devil never kicks a dead horse!

2. To walk by faith means to see opportunities ever in the midst of opposition.  Looking from God’s point of view will help us to see the potential in the problems.

3. Faith is obeying God’s will in spite of feelings, circumstances, or consequences.

4. There is never an easy place to serve God, and if there is, something’s wrong!

5. There is no point in trying to FORCE salvation on anyone!  Salvation is for those who will hear and receive.  Once you have shared the Gospel with them, it’s up o them to receive it!

6. When men persistently rejected the best we can bring them, we must pass on to others.  So many of God’s people quit when they are rejected, but there is someone out there that will receive the Word if we will not quit.

7. God’s true servants should look for persecution, and when it comes, endure it!!!

8. The Christian church is an aggressive church!
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