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Chapter 17
REVIEW
As Paul continues traveling on his second missionary journey, he preaches the gospel in three cities giving us three different reactions to the gospel, which will help us to know what to expect as we seek to witness for the Lord Jesus Christ today.

Because of persecution and tribulation, it became imperative for Paul to leave Philippi.  Many times, the Lord allows a person to move His children from one place to another to spread the gospel to other areas.  A church was founded in Thessalonica, the church to which the Lord by the hand of Paul, later addressed with two epistles.
Acts 17:1, “Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews:”

Paul and Silas traveled through two cities and came to Thessalonica.  There was no record of their ministering in these two cities.  They were close to Philippi, and Paul knew the Christians there would take the gospel to them.  Thessalonica was a busy city, located on the main highway to Rome, which was one of the main military and commercial highways of Macedonia.

Amphipolis was the capital Macedonia.  Located there was the governor, the headquarters of the Macedonian Navy, and was extremely important as a harbor with a large import and export trade.  The population of the Jews was sufficient to support a synagogue (at least 10 Jewish males were required).
Acts 17:2, “And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the scriptures,”

It was Paul's custom in the love for his Jewish brethren to go to the synagogue first, if there was one.  Paul worked as a tent maker through the week to support himself, and on the Sabbath he went to the synagogue to preach Christ!

LESSON - Everyone should give the Lord one day of service a week, in the light of Him giving us His entire life - then and now!

Paul stayed in Thessalonica for three weeks, yet taught them many doctrines.  The first chapter in Thessalonians gives us some of the doctrines he taught them -

1.  The doctrine of Bible election - I Thessalonians 1:4, that God has elected ALL to be saved!  II Peter 3:9.
2.  The doctrine of the Holy Spirit - I Thessalonians 1:5-7.

3.  The doctrine of Bible assurance - “     “     “     “     “

4.  The doctrine of the Trinity -                      “

5.  The doctrine of the second coming - I Thessalonians 1:10.

Paul did not reason with them out of the book of Mormon, or the works of Plato, Socrates, Aristotle, etc. but with the SCRIPTURES!

Acts 17:3, “Opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again from the dead; and that this Jesus, whom I preach unto you, is Christ.”

Paul opened the Scriptures from the Old Testament prophets unto the Jews, showing them that Jesus of Nazareth was the One of Whom the prophets wrote!  The facts of Jesus' suffering, death, and resurrection, were plainly and unmistakably foretold by the prophets.  The Jews expected the Messiah, a powerful king, who would deliver them from the opposition of Rome.  They were not expecting this suffering Christ and could not see that the crown of thorns must precede the crown of glory.

It did not take long for them to find out what Paul believed and what he stood for!  How long does it take for you?

“OPENING” - making the Old Testament passages clear.

“ALLEGING” - setting forth the evidence which proves that Jesus was the Lord's Christ - the Messiah!

Proof that Jesus is the Jewish Messiah
1.  Genesis 3:15 - The Messiah was to be the seed of a woman, fulfilled in Luke 1:26-33,
     Galatians 4:4, 5.

2.  He would be from Bethlehem - Micha 5:2 - fulfilled in Matthew 2:1, 2.

3.  It would be born a King from the tribe of Judah - Genesis 49:10, II Samuel 2:4,
     Isaiah 11:1 - fulfilled in Galatians 3:16.
4.  He would be from David's seed - Psalms 132:11 - fulfilled in Matthew 1:1.

5.  He would have a forerunner - Malachi 3:1 - fulfilled in Matthew 3:1-3.
6.  He would be betrayed and sold for 30 pieces of silver - Zachariah 11:13 - fulfilled in Matthew 26:14-16.

7.  He would die by crucifixion - Psalms 22:14-16 - fulfilled in the Gospels.

8.  He would rise from the dead - Psalms 16:10, 11 - fulfilled in the Gospels.

*There are many, many more which we have neither the time, nor space for - JESUS IS THE MESSIAH!

Acts 17:4, “And some of them believed, and consorted with Paul and Silas; and of the devout Greeks a great multitude, and of the chief women not a few.”

When the Word is faithfully preached, some will be saved, even though not all will be.  The devout Greeks worshiped God to the best of their ability, with what understanding they possessed.  Though they were religious, they were lost until they believed in Jesus!

The Chief Women - those with positions in the city.

LESSON - Position does not satisfy!  Neither does ERA!  Ladies, do what God created you to do - take care of your husband if you want true happiness!

The good results of people being saved, did not bring joy to everyone -
Acts 17:5, “But the Jews which believed not, moved with envy, took unto them certain lewd fellows of the baser sort, and gathered a company, and set all the city on an uproar, and assaulted the house of Jason, and sought to bring them out to the people.”

The unbelieving Jews were envious (the devil's poison) of the success of Paul and Silas as the people were turning from Judaism to Christianity.  Moved by envy they gathered a mob and started a riot.  Anytime you are working for the Lord, Satan finds someone through which he can oppose the work!

These “lewd fellows” were loafers - Do NOTHINGS in the church!  (Ones who never tithe or help clean, etc.).  It was customary for the unemployed to assemble and wait for someone to hire them from the marketplace.

Paul and Silas were staying at Jason's house, which is why the mob went there.
Acts 17:6, “And when they found them not, they drew Jason and certain brethren unto the rulers of the city, crying, These that have turned the world upside down are come hither also;”  

Not finding Paul, they dragged Jason and the Christians that were in his house to the city officials.  They were charged with turning the world upside down.  God give us some men of whom the world will say, “They have turned the world upside down!”  (Upside down to the world is right side up to God!)

What a pity most preachers do not “turn the world upside down.”  They offend few and help few!  God give us some preaching that will make Felix tremble, that would awake the guilty conscience of Herod, and that would keep Darius awake at night while Daniel was in the lions den, etc.
Acts 17:7, “Whom Jason hath received: and these all do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus.”  

Jason received Paul and Silas into his house.  He was identified with the right crowd!  These jealous Jews continue to bring false charges against God's man.  God's man preached Jesus was the King of the Jews from the standpoint of prophecy, not from overthrowing the Roman government.  The main charge was that of high treason against Caesar; that they were preaching that there is another King, one Jesus.  The charges were foolish.  Men who hate Christians habitually lie!
Acts 17:8, 9, “And they troubled the people and the rulers of the city, when they heard these things.  And when they had taken security of Jason, and of the other, they let them go.”  

Gossips and liars always trouble others!  The job of the rulers of the city was to keep peace.  They feared that the people would riot.  Jason and the others gave security - (satisfaction) to the rulers and magistrates, assuring them that Paul and Silas were not attempting to overthrow the Roman government.  When Paul and Silas left the city of Thessalonica, many have been saved through the preaching of the Gospel, and the Thessalonian church was established, which became a center from which the Gospel spread through the whole region.  I and II Thessalonians were the earliest of Paul's writings.

Here we see the first reaction to the gospel - OPPOSITION!  The real troublemakers are the unbelieving Jews not the men who are believing what God said, and who are preaching it in the streets.  LESSON - Riots are a part of serving God!
Acts 17:10, “And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who coming thither went into the synagogue of the Jews.”  

Fearing for the lives of Paul and Silas, they sent them away under the cover and darkness of night.  In spite of the persecution they kept on any way!  Upon revival in Berea, which was an out-of-the-way place, they went into the Jewish synagogue as was their custom.  Here Paul preached the same message he had preached since the day he was converted on the road to Damascus.

LESSON - NEVER trim your message even in the light of persecution!  (We should all take the gospel to our families regardless of the consequences).
Acts 17:11, “These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.”  

“Noble” - expresses a quality of mind and heart.  They were opened to the preaching of God's Word by God's men.  They received the Word with all readiness of mind, whereas in Thessalonica, the unbelievers did not have ears to hear.  These in Berea heard the message and then searched the Scriptures to see whether or not Paul had spoken the truth.  (They had Scriptures to search!  If Christians would search the Scriptures daily, there would be a revival fire that the devil himself could not quench).

LESSON - The person who hears the truth but rejects it invites the judgment of God!  The Bereans searched the Scriptures DAILY and dug deep into the word of God!  Not for the sake of material for argument but to learn whether those things were so.

LESSON - We should compare the preaching we hear from the pulpit with what God's Word has to say.  The next time someone quotes Acts 2:38 and says that is the way of salvation, go look it up and read the whole chapter.  Before you take anything that anyone says about eternal life, check it out.  “Father, help us to imitate the Bereans!”
Acts 17:12, “Therefore many of them believed; also of honourable women which were Greeks, and of men, not a few.”  

The results of searching the Scriptures daily?  Many believed!  Because their religion was dead and the living Word brings light and life!  Those in Thessalonica were proud and religiously satisfied, but in Berea they were spiritually hungry and ready for the gospel.  This is the second response to the gospel - ACCEPTANCE.
Acts 17:13, “But when the Jews of Thessalonica had knowledge that the word of God was preached of Paul at Berea, they came thither also, and stirred up the people.”  

The devil does not give up easily.  Paul's enemies followed him from one place to another to start up persecution against him.  Trouble follows you if you are doing right.

LESSON - Satan needs someone to work through.  Don't allow him to work through you!
Acts 17:14, “And then immediately the brethren sent away Paul to go as it were to the sea: but Silas and Timotheus abode there still.”  

Apparently only Paul was in danger as Silas and Timothy stayed in Berea to continue to work there.  Paul left by to sea and headed for Athens.  LESSON - Again Paul kept going regardless of the circumstances!  His zeal and burden for the lost can not be quenched!
Acts 17:15, “And they that conducted Paul brought him unto Athens: and receiving a commandment unto Silas and Timotheus for to come to him with all speed, they departed.”  

“Conducted” - helped to escape, managed his trip from Thessalonica to Athens.  When Paul arrived in Athens perhaps he thought the opportunity to win the lost was greater there and sent for Silas and Timothy.  Maybe he traveled alone for the sake of safety of himself and Silas and Timothy.
Acts 17:16, “Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly given to idolatry.”  

Paul was very well educated and was acquainted with the arts, literature, philosophy, and learning of those in Athens.  Athens was the capital of Greece and was known for its military men, as well as its beauty.  Not once did Paul take any interest in the things that attracted other men!  He was not concerned with Athens and the splendor of its temporal things.  Paul’s spiritual vision enabled him to see the never dying souls of men.  Paul’s spirit was stirred in him as he thought about their eternal destiny and where their city full of idols would lead them if they did not hear the gospel.
There were so many idols in Athens that it was said that it was easier to find an idol than to find a man in that city!  Paul saw only that the statues represented false gods and false religions.  Realizing their spiritual blindness, he was stirred, provoked, and irritated!

LESSON - There should be some things that irritate and stir us up - false religions, idols worshiped by adults and children = TV, movies, child pornography, dope, worldly music, disloyalty to the church, the pastor, and America - II Timothy 3:4, 5.  The Bible is clear that there can be no agreement between believers and idols - II Corinthians 6:14-16.
Acts 17:17, “Therefore disputed he in the synagogue with the Jews, and with the devout persons, and in the market daily with them that met with him.”  

Paul went ALONE to the synagogue and engaged them in discussion, not angry debate.  Daily - Paul spoke with the people in Athens about the Lord.

LESSON - People can be witnessed to on days other than Sunday and in other places than church.  Let us use our opportunities wisely for the Lord.

LESSON - Christians can stand for the Lord ALONE!
Acts 17:18, “Then certain philosophers of the Epicureans, and of the Stoicks, encountered him. And some said, What will this babbler say? other some, He seemeth to be a setter forth of strange gods: because he preached unto them Jesus, and the resurrection.”  

Epicureans - did not believe there was life after death.  They lived for the pursuit of pleasure and the love of “fine living.”

Stoicks - their philosophy was founded on human, self-sufficiency, personal discipline, and self-control, and taught man that they did not need the help of a god or God = today's humanists!

Babbler - one who makes his living telling stories as a street musician plays and people drop coins in a can.  A babbler would entertain people by telling tales of what they had seen in the world.  They had never heard the gospel and thought that both Jesus and the resurrection were gods.  Not only were statues and people gods but to these - so were ideas and things.  This is the reason the city was full of statues and idols “wholly.”
Acts 17:19-21, “And they took him, and brought him unto Areopagus, saying, May we know what this new doctrine, whereof thou speakest, is? 20.  For thou bringest certain strange things to our ears: we would know therefore what these things mean. 21.  (For all the Athenians and strangers which were there spent their time in nothing else, but either to tell, or to hear some new thing.)”  

Knowledge and education were two of the most popular gods.  They tried to fill the empty spot inside with education and spent their time hearing and telling their things.

“Strangers” - people who were visiting Athens in the interest of learning.  They spent their time telling and hearing NEW things (probably just a bunch of gossips or deeper lifers).  NEW - morality, age, Bibles, approach, enlightenment, etc.

Of course these never search for new ways to serve the Lord!  And get the gospel out!  But they sure do you come up with some fancy ways to get their dirty gossip out!

The world does not satisfy as these in Athens were on a continual search.  Once your time is spent, it is all gone and you get no more.  Use it for the Lord!
Acts 17:22, “Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious.”  

Mars Hill - this is the place where the Supreme Court met.  Athens was almost 100% idolatrous.  Paul was not brought into court for trial but simply that day might inquire of him concerning this new doctrine.  The spirit of the Athenians was to hear a person before they condemn him and to examine him before they approved him.  These were religious people, sincere, but sincerely wrong and lost!  Their religion was empty and vain.  Paul had baldness to point out sin as he said, “You are too superstitious.”
Acts 17:23, “For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, To The Unknown God. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you.”  

As Paul went through Athens he noticed an idol set up to the “unknown god.”  This was a manifestation of the people's desire to know the One true God, and their desire to have someone show them how they could satisfy the longing of their hearts.  ILL – “Help me if you can and I am feeling down…”

Their idols and religions did not fill the empty spot down deep in their souls as our idols will not fill ours!  This can only be filled by the Lord Jesus Christ!  MAKE HIM KNOWN - By witnessing and through the life that you live.

Paul believed in “criticizing another man's religion” as he told them they were a bunch of ignorant worshipers.  Idols send people to hell and Paul was concerned with their souls not with hurting their feelings.  The Lord Jesus Christ is unknown today as He was then - MAKE HIM KNOWN!!!
Acts 17:24-27, “God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; 25.  Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; 26.  And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; 27.  That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us:”  

Paul declared that Jesus was that Creator, that He is the Supreme God over heaven and earth, and that He is such a great God, He cannot be contained in temples such as theirs!  Temples are useless to God.
LESSON - There is no excuse for ignorance toward God - Psalms 19:1-3, Job 12:7-10, Romans 1:20, 2:1.
Wisdom, wealth, and beauty do not bring knowledge of God.  God is the Creator, Provider, Ruler, and Saviour and it is up to us to get the message out!
Acts 17:28, “For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring.”  

Paul revealed his knowledge of Greek culture and his familiarity with Greek literature and poets by quoting one of them.

“Offspring” - created beings of God, not children of God!  Galatians 3:26 - the Lord becomes our Father after salvation.
Acts 17:29, “Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man's device.”  

Since God created us and we are His creation, we must not condense our great God into our creations of gold and silver.  Idols we worship - pleasure, amusement, materialism, popularity, personality, looks, etc.  Compared that time, money, and effort to you spend for the Lord to any of these - if they are greater, you are an idolater and that is your idol.
Acts 17:30, “And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent:”  

In the times of man's ignorance of Jesus and salvation, God was patient and long-suffering and did not immediately judge man's sin.  God is merciful and always offers grace before judgment!  Once Grace had been offered, He commands repentance or gives judgment.  This in no form implies that God overlooks sin!  If you believe that go to Calvary and see how God feels about sin!
Acts 17:31, “Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.”  

We are to repent (change your mind about Jesus - get saved) because Jesus will judge us later or save us now!  There will be no favoritism or partiality during this judgment.  He judges in righteousness.  His resurrection is our assurance of the fact of our judgment.
Acts 17:32, “And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked: and others said, We will hear thee again of this matter.”  

The doctrine of the resurrection was not accepted by the Greeks and some mocked and rejected the message completely.  Why?  If the resurrection was true then they would be judged for their actions.  They did not want to clean up their act so they simply denied the resurrection.  You can deny it and hell all you want to but that does not change the fact that there will be a judgment and there is a hell!

Others might have considered the matter and thought it was worth looking into a bit farther - BUT NOT AT THAT MOMENT!  And that is still the devil's program - postponement of salvation and service.  Today is the day of salvation!  Today is the day of service!  If you are going to do anything for God you had better do it today!
Acts 17:33, “So Paul departed from among them.”  

This was the final scene of Paul's ministry in the city of Athens.  The philosophers and scholars heard the gospel and only a few believed unto salvation.  LESSON - It is our job to sow and water - God gives the increase so keep doing your job!

The rest rejected his message and there was no church established in Athens.  LESSON - The gospel is not to be argued before those who mock him sneer at the truth of God!

The three responses to the gospel are
1.  Some opposed the gospel - Thessalonica.

2.  Some receive the gospel - Berea.

3.  Some mocked the gospel - Athens.

LESSON - When witnessing for the Lord, realize that there will be those who will be used up the devil to try to stop you, some will be saved, and that others will mock and make fun.  KEEP GOING FOR THE SAKE OF THOSE FEW WHO WILL RECEIVE!  YES IT IS WORTH IT!

Acts 17:34, “Howbeit certain men clave unto him, and believed: among the which was Dionysius the Areopagite, and a woman named Damaris, and others with them.”

The Apostle may pass, his work being done, but he always leaves behind a Dionysius and a Damaris.  God is concerned about one soul - Mark 8:36, 37.  The gospel will produce fruit if we are faithful in sowing the seed.
LESSONS
1.  No amount of persecution from the Jews could lessen Paul's love for his brethren, and no amount danger or suffering could quench his zeal in preaching the gospel.

2.  Know what you believe and where to find it!  It is the duty of Christians to search the Scriptures DAILY!  We have God's Word in our language - there is no excuse not to know it.

3.  The world's wisdom does not bring knowledge of salvation.

4.  The true church must gird itself to the work of meeting pagan wrong with divine truth!

5.  It is a sign of weakness when man must drag others into disagreements.

6.  The unknown God is unknown by both saved and lost!

7.  We have the answer to the world of searching hearts.  Men are helpless without revelation (soul winners).
8.  There is only one religion which meets man's wants - that which has come from God!

9.  There are three kinds of hearing - those that hear and mock, those that hear and procrastinate, and those that hear and believe!

Imitate
10.  There is full satisfaction in Christ!
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