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Chapter 15
REVIEW
Paul and Barnabas had returned from the first missionary journey and were busy in the church of Antioch.  They had seen the Lord save many souls and do great wonders by their hands.  Knowing Paul and Barnabas, they were not sitting idly by at Antioch.  They were busy winning souls and teaching others to be soul winners!  The devil was busy too, and we shall see some more of his tricks in chapter 15.
Acts 15:1, “And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, and said, Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved.”

The Jews were still clinging to the ceremonial laws of Moses for salvation.  Being raised Jewish, they came to the knowledge of salvation slowly.  Someone did not come right up to them and open their New Testament and show their Romans Road plan of salvation.
The Gentiles just stepped in with no training or knowledge of the law.  When these Jews found out that they were saved by believing and nothing else, they hurried to Antioch and taught the new converts that Paul was wrong.  (This took place about 20 years after Pentecost)

Counterfeit Teachers - are simple to spot!

1.  They do not use the King James Bible.

2.  They teach works as a part of salvation.

3.  They appeal to tradition.

4.  They go behind the preacher's back and when he is not looking, stick him with the
     sharp sword of their long tongues of gossip.

The coming of the one world religion can still get together on two points - a) the King James Bible must go.  b) Man has to do something to be saved or kept saved.  “Love groups” and ministerial associations avoid doctrinal controversy, and “Christians” who join these groups can be talked out of their eternal security by the devil, and thereby nullify their witness.  (99.99 % of these in these groups NEVER win a soul to Jesus!)  These CULTS always avoid any serious discussion of absolute truth!
There will always be differences in the church.  These Jews were sincere, but they were sincerely WRONG!  They thought it was not enough for the Gentiles to begin with Christ.  They must also be brought to everything that prepared the way for Christ.  This was the beginning of the battle between Law and Grace.
The men (false teachers) are not named.  God calls them, “Certain men…” God does not put the names of false teachers in His book!  To say one must keep the law means that they must keep all of the law not just going to church on Saturday - James 2 10.

See Romans 3:19, 20, and Galatians 3: 24, 25.  The law was given as a mirror to show us the dirt (sin) and to drive us to Jesus for cleansing!  These false teachers as well as ones today, have the truth but refuse to accept it!
Acts 15:2, “When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and disputation with them, they determined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them, should go up to Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about this question.”
The fight was on!  This was a sharp conflict.  Paul and Barnabas were defending the grace of God, while the Judaizers from Jerusalem insisted upon circumcision and keeping the law, and becoming Jewish.  To prevent a split in the church at Antioch, they decided to go to Jerusalem and present the case to the Apostles.

The Judaizers brought up two false teachings which have harassed Christians ever since that day they were thrust on the church - 

1.  You have to DO SOMETHING in order to GET saved.  

2.  You have to DO SOMETHING in order to STAY saved.

Of course the Bible refutes this - Acts 15:11, 19, 24 corrects both of these blunders!

It is the solemn duty of God's preachers to defend the truth and a preacher is not worth 2¢ if you cannot speak with the same “heat” and defense of the gospel!     Philippians 1:17,  I John 3:7-11.

This meeting was purely on a voluntary basis and does not in any way teach denominational “hierarchy” that governs the affairs of local church!
Acts 15:3, “And being brought on their way by the church, they passed through Phenice and Samaria, declaring the conversion of the Gentiles: and they caused great joy unto all the brethren.”
They told the good news on the way to Jerusalem.  They did not spend their time in the ease, smoking cigars, playing cribbage in their luxurious hotel rooms - they were busy preaching!  Everywhere you go, there are people who will die and go to hell if someone does not reach them!

They cause GREAT JOY!  Question - What do you cause?  Everyone will either be a spreader of the gospel, or a spreader of garbage - Matthew 6: 24.
Acts 15:4, 5, “And when they were come to Jerusalem, they were received of the church, and of the apostles and elders, and they declared all things that God had done with them. 5.  But there rose up certain of the sect of the Pharisees which believed, saying, That it was needful to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of Moses.”
They were saying that a Gentile must also be a Jew to be saved.  It is not enough for them simply to trust Christ.  They must also obey Moses.  When any “religious” persons say that you must belong to “our” group or you cannot be saved, unless you participate in our ceremonies and keep our rules, you cannot be saved - they are adding to the gospel -        I Corinthians 15:1-4) and denying the finished work of Christ - John 19:30.  Salvation is of the Lord - Jonah 2:9.  It is by grace through faith PLUS NOTHING!

Questions were raised by this teaching - Are the Gentiles saved by grace through faith without circumcision, or are they saved by being placed under the law?  Is it law or grace?  Is it faith plus nothing, or faith plus something?  How are we kept after we are saved?  Are we saved by faith and kept by works?  By keeping the law?

These were saved people who thought that they can lose their salvation.  “The sect of the Pharisees which believed… it was needful… to keep the law of Moses.”  These believing Jews were perfectly sincere in declaring that the Gentile Christians could not be saved by beginning in the MIDDLE of a process.  The Jews had followed the religion of their fathers step-by-step.  They had faithfully observed the ceremonies of the law, the rituals, and holy days, whereas the Gentiles knew nothing of the law!  Yet they claimed to be saved in an instant, simply by trusting in the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus?

The Jews simply could not understand and they declared that the Gentiles must be brought into and prepared for salvation by conforming to the Law Moses and the rites of the old economy.  Sincerity did not make it right, but from infancy, they have been trained in their traditions and rituals, and it was not easy for them to discard the old way of life in a moment.  Probably, it is easier to win a drunk that has had no religious training, than a person has been “religiously trained” all of their life.

Acts 15:6, 7, “And the apostles and elders came together for to consider of this matter. 7.  And when there had been much disputing, Peter rose up, and said unto them, Men and brethren, ye know how that a good while ago God made choice among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of the gospel, and believe.”
There was a typical congregational meeting (business meeting) with arguing and disputing and wrangling.  Every local church that ever got “tore up” or “unhinged” was tore up and unhinged in a business meeting.

The Lord chose Peter and gave him the keys to open the door of faith to the Gentiles.  Peter did this at the house of Cornelius in chapter 10.

“HEAR… AND BELIEVE” Romans 10:17.  A verse that the CULTS like to quote is - James 2: 19, “… THE DEVIL'S ALSO BELIEVE, AND TREMBLE.”  Then they ask, “Are the devils saved?  See, there is more to it than believing!”

However, they misquote and pull this verse out of context.  The whole verse says, “Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.”  They read into the verse salvation, when it is talking about the fact that there is One God.  The book of James deals with works AFTER salvation.

James is written as man sees - man sees works!  That is how man knows you are saved!  Romans is written as God sees - He sees heart.  He sees faith.  That is why we are justified in God's eyes by faith alone - Rom. 5:1, and by works in man's eyes - Js. 2:24.
Acts 15:8, “And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us;”
The Holy Spirit was given to Cornelius WITHOUT the law and circumcision.  They received grace (salvation) without ceremony, rites, or observances.  The outward manifestation of tongues was given at Pentecost (about 10 years prior - not weekly) as a sign to those Jews who did not believe the Gentiles could be saved without becoming Jews - see I Corinthians 14:22.
Acts 15:9, “And put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith.”
God is not a respected of persons.  The wall of difference between Jew and Gentile for salvation is no torn down!  God erased the difference.  No one was ever purified water, or works, but by FAITH!  Those who think one is purified by water, works, etc. to not read their Bible, understand their Bible, or do not believe their Bible.  Baptism is a “figure” of salvation - I Peter 3:21.
Acts 15:10, “Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear?”
You are requiring something of the Gentiles which neither they nor their fathers were able to do - keep the law perfectly.  The law was given to show the need of salvation, but it could not provide salvation.  (After salvation, it does not keep us safe, but provides a way to show our love for Jesus - John 14:15.

To tempt God is to know the will of God, know what He says, and refuse to follow His will, obey His word, or accept His guidance.  Since God had given the Gentiles grace without ceremony and the observance of the law, the Jews must not tempt God by refusing to obey His will and follow His clear guidance.  Human nature and expects more of others than of self.
Acts 15:11, “But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as they.”
Not very as us - but Jews are saved as Gentiles.  The law is not only applicable to the Gentiles, but it is not applicable to the Jews either!  Jews and Gentiles stand on the same ground.

Eternal security - is ours.  Many say by grace through faith - Ephesians 2:8, 9.  Not by works - Romans 4:5, Titus 3:5.  And kept saved by God not works - I Peter 1:5, John 3: 16.  People were never saved by works, ceremonies, rites, etc.  These were given only as pictures and pointers toward Christ.

Acts 15 - is to verify the plan of salvation.  What exactly does a person have to do to be saved?  (Actually, the whole book contains the answer - 2:21,  5:42,  8:37,  9:14,  10:43, 11:20, 21,  13:5, 12, 38, 48,  14:1, 7, 21,  15:7, 11, 35, 36,  16:30, 31…) 
Acts 15:12, “Then all the multitude kept silence, and gave audience to Barnabas and Paul, declaring what miracles and wonders God had wrought among the Gentiles by them..”
Paul and Barnabas testify what God did through them on the first missionary journey.
Acts 15:13-15, “And after they had held their peace, James answered, saying, Men and brethren, hearken unto me: 14.  Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name. 15.  And to this agree the words of the prophets; as it is written,
James declared that the words of the prophets agreed with the calling out of the Gentiles, and that God would take out of them a people for His name.  The Jews did not understand how the Gentiles were being saved as the Jews were.  This brought many questions to their minds -

What about the hundreds of prophecies concerning the Messianic Kingdom?  Is God all through with Israel?  Has the church taken Israel's place?  Is the church now spiritual Israel?  If God is building the church, what about all the promises of the Kingdom of David on earth?  If the church is Israel in the kingdom, then the requirements of the kingdom must be met, and the Gentiles must be circumcised and brought under the law of the kingdom.

James' answers - Today, God is dealing with the Gentiles.  He is saving individuals regardless of nationality.  When the church is complete, then He will set up Millennial Kingdom!  (The church body is still “under construction” and the church recognized by God is the LOCAL church - where you can pay LOCAL tithes, and clean LOCAL buildings, and go LOCAL soul winning, etc.)
Acts 15:16, “After this I will return, and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up.”
AFTER THIS - after God has taken out a people for His name from among the Gentiles, then He will set up the Kingdom!  When Jesus came to offer Israel the kingdom, they rejected it, and God revealed a new thing - the church, which He will work with from the rejection of Jesus to the setting up of the kingdom.  This postponement of the kingdom and the calling out of the church in this age was a mystery, unknown until after Pentecost.  The tabernacle of David is the physical building, not some mystery spiritual church or body.  Today, the city itself has been rebuilt, but the Temple has not been restored, and the Mosque of Omar now stands on the ground where the Temple once stood.
Acts 15:17, 18, “That the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom my name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these things. 18.  Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of the world.”
RESIDUE OF MEN - other than the Jews.  Gentile nations who will hear and receive the message of salvation.

This mystery of the Church was not known by God, but was part of His great plan for the ages.  Before the kingdom on earth is to be set up, the gospel must be preached to Gentiles everywhere.
Acts 15:19-21, “Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble not them, which from among the Gentiles are turned to God: 20.  But that we write unto them, that they abstain from pollutions of idols, and from fornication, and from things strangled, and from blood. 21.  For Moses of old time hath in every city them that preach him, being read in the synagogues every sabbath day.”
Must Gentiles become Jews, be circumcised, and keep the law of Moses to be saved?  No!  James, the pastor of the church made the final decision - NOT Peter, nor a board of a loose living, tobacco sucking, cocktail sipping deacons or elders.  This decision came from the input of all present - Peter, Paul, Barnabas, and the multitude - those within the church.

His sentence was four things a Gentile should not do TO PROTECT HIS TESTIMONY - NOT TO BE SAVED, OR TO stay saved!

1.  Abstain from pollutions of idols.

2.  Abstain from fornication.

3.  Abstain from eating strangled animals.

4.  Abstain from eating blood.

Note - not one regulation was given to the Gentiles to save a sinner, or keep him saved.  Nor were they told anything about baptism!  The purpose for the fourfold instructions were to keep the Gentile converts from offending Jews who referenced the law.  If the Gentiles ate food and participated in things offensive to the Jews, this would cause divisions in the church.  The lost Jews would also be offended, and their chances of being saved would be lessened.

These were suggestions that spiritual men had concluded and not “official dogmas” handed down by a superior body.  These would help the Gentiles with and in their relationship with the Jews.

The ceremonial laws had been read so often and were so firmly established in the minds of the people that they would not soon be forgotten.
Acts 15:22, “Then pleased it the apostles and elders, with the whole church, to send chosen men of their own company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas; namely, Judas surnamed Barsabas, and Silas, chief men among the brethren:”
The church was in agreement to James's decision.  The gospel brings peace to troubled hearts.

Acts 15:23, “And they wrote letters by them after this manner; The apostles and elders and brethren send greeting unto the brethren which are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia:”
Most got in on the endorsement.  They agreed with the pastor, were loyal to his decision, and put it in writing.  Loyalty is one thing!  Proving it is another!

Acts 15:24, “Forasmuch as we have heard, that certain which went out from us have troubled you with words, subverting your souls, saying, Ye must be circumcised, and keep the law: to whom we gave no such commandment:”
Judaizers from the church in Jerusalem went to Antioch and taught the converts in the church of Antioch, that they must keep the law to be saved, yet they had no authority from the Apostles to teach this!  Wherever Judaizing teachers in days to come should pass through that district and teach these doctrines, they would be known as not having Apostolic or Christian authority.
The legalist of today are just as determined to put us back under the law, even though this question of the law was settled here 1900 years ago!

“TROUBLED WITH WORDS” - Gossips and criticizes!  These usually profess to be Christians.  “WHICH WENT OUT FROM US…” and many “professing Christians” teach that a believer cannot possess internal security.

The Church concluded that Jews and Gentiles are all sinners before God, and can be saved only by faith in Christ Jesus!
Acts 15:25-27, “It seemed good unto us, being assembled with one accord, to send chosen men unto you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, 26.  Men that have hazarded their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 27.  We have sent therefore Judas and Silas, who shall also tell you the same things by mouth.”
They assembled in one accord as they all believed the same.  The outstanding characteristic was boldness!  The Lord is not looking for clever sinners who can correct His Book; He is looking for soldiers who can fight and win a battle without compromising with the enemy!  And if they have to take a whipping, they will take it cheerfully (16:25) and bravery (Philippians 1:28) knowing that God has a purpose in it
Sacrificing for Jesus - Even if we gave everything we own to Jesus, it could never equal what He has given for us!  The Lord owns us and we are to recognize His claims upon our lives and give to Him that which He deserves!  
Acts 15:28, “For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things;”
Notice the unity of the Church BY THE SPIRIT, desiring only to know the mind of the Lord!  Meetings that have an overwhelming majority often leave behind a minority infected and dangerous!
Acts 15:29, “That ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from blood, and from things strangled, and from fornication: from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye well.”
The message to the converts in the churches is not the Christian man and the Christian Church are free from the bondage of the law and works.  Now, nothing is necessary for salvation other than faith in Christ!  Neither baptism, nor the Lord's Supper, nor the observance of any ordinance or ceremony.  On the part of all Christians desiring to live a spiritual and separated life, there should be abstention from all practices that would cloud ones testimony, as unbelievers are prone to judge all Christians by the poorest example they can find.
The key to living the Christian life - KEEP YOUR SELVES!  I Timothy 5:22.  If you take care of yourself, there will be little time to “clean anyone else's closet.”  John 8:7.  Many Christians use grace as an excuse to live lose!  Evidently, Romans 14:10 has escaped their minds as well as - I John 2:28!
Acts 15:30, 31, “So when they were dismissed, they came to Antioch: and when they had gathered the multitude together, they delivered the epistle: 31.  Which when they had read, they rejoiced for the consolation.”
When they got back to Antioch, they read the letter and rejoiced!  Salvation is through Jesus Christ alone!  He saves and He keeps you saved.  (One who truly loves the Lord will be seeking how he may please his Lord, not what he can get away with in the world!)
Acts 15:32, “And Judas and Silas, being prophets also themselves, exhorted the brethren with many words, and confirmed them.”
Galatians 2:11-21 takes place here.  Galatians was written after Acts 15.  The difficulty was settled and no bitterness remained.  These were encouraged to go on living for the Lord and to spread His message.
Acts 15:33-35, “And after they had tarried there a space, they were let go in peace from the brethren unto the apostles. 34.  Notwithstanding it pleased Silas to abide there still.  35.  Paul also and Barnabas continued in Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of the Lord, with many others also.”
There was still much work to be done at home and these rolled up their sleeves and stayed busy in the Lord's work.

Acts 15:36, “And some days after Paul said unto Barnabas, Let us go again and visit our brethren in every city where we have preached the word of the Lord, and see how they do.”
This is the beginning of the 2nd Missionary Journey.  The devil is working hard to prevent it!  He opposes all progress in the work of the Lord!  The journey began from wanting to follow-up on the converts.  They wanted to see how the seeds of the Word were growing and reproducing fruit.  These churches Paul and Barnabas planted would be centers from which the Gospel would be sent to yet further fields.  Paul and Barnabas witnessed and started churches in the big cities and they were to continue the work to every nook and corner of the surrounding area.

Paul could never settle down in a “comfortable” pew anywhere as long as there were opened doors for the preaching of the Gospel.
Acts 15:37, “And Barnabas determined to take with them John, whose surname was Mark.”
How does what you want relate to the cause of Christ?  Does it further the cause, or hinder it?  Paul knew that quitters discourage others and he would have no part in taking John Mark.  It's interesting - There is no more mention of Barnabas!  One little temper tantrum kept him from being greatly used, as it did Moses.  Yet Mark was used to write a Gospel!  (Leaders are more responsible and accountable because they have influence and followers, and will be punished greater - Luke 12:48).  Notice - There was no leading of the Spirit about John Mark!  
Acts 15:38, “But Paul thought not good to take him with them, who departed from them from Pamphylia, and went not with them to the work.”
Differences of opinion between two preachers!??!  (Not over doctrine!)  Neither of them was willing to compromise.  Barnabas was willing to give Mark another chance, but Paul thought him to be a hindrance to the work.  John Mark had his big opportunity on the FIRST missionary journey!  He no longer has that opportunity and now must reap what he has sown.  He was not dependable then, and probably will not be now.  Paul had no assurance that Mark had changed, and not enough time has passed for Mark to prove himself worthy.
Acts 15:39, “And the contention was so sharp between them, that they departed asunder one from the other: and so Barnabas took Mark, and sailed unto Cyprus;”
A real spat arose!  Barnabas thought more of Mark than the work, and forsakes of the best friends he had ever had!  Blood is thicker than water.  Barnabas stood by his friend, even when others rejected him for his past.

John Mark sewed the seeds of discord - Proverbs 16:19, when he left on the first missionary.  Now the seeds are bearing the fruit!  What a picture here of human nature in the Ministry.  People leave over such little things, usually not over doctrine.

When we have personal disagreements - The Just Shall Live by Faith!  Just because someone does not agree with you does not make them wrong.  On matters of doctrine, convictions, and standards, it's easy to see who is wrong simply by turning to the Bible.  On matters of preference, we should have faith in others and give them the benefit of the doubt, even if we think they are wrong.  Personal disagreements could be settled if we would believe that the other person believes they are right, and that they are not knowingly disobeying God or offending others!  They could have received some council about this as well as the matter on salvation.
Acts 15:40, “And Paul chose Silas, and departed, being recommended by the brethren unto the grace of God.”
The results of a quarrel = the breakup of the team that God mightily used before.  How much better it is to separate and both work, rather than fight and both stop work!  God got two missionary teams out of it - Romans 8:28.
Acts 15:41, “And he went through Syria and Cilicia, confirming the churches.”
Even though Paul was not perfect, the Lord continued to use him!  He will use us too if we will make ourselves available to Him!

LESSONS
1.  Knowing the truth, having the truth, and spreading the truth should be the desire of all good people.

2.  False teachers who teach you must either do something to get saved, or keep saved,never have agreed as to how many works, and what works, you must do to be saved!  None of them know they are saved themselves, even though they have done the very works they recommend to you to get you saved!

3.  God will not give assurance to any sinner about salvation if that sinner is counting on anything but the finished work of Jesus to save him!  People who have the most to say about losing it do not have it.

4.  Do not let “reverends” and “Christians” lead you into hell quoting scripture at you, like - Acts 2:38, or Hebrews 3:13, 14...

5.  Some people would rather lose their salvation and go to hell than to admit that - Acts 2:38 is not the “plan of salvation.”

6.  Conduct cannot affect salvation one way or another after a man has believed, other than hurt his testimony and cause others to stumble, or go to hell.

7.  The reason liberals, non-denominationalist, ecumenical councils, ministerial associations can always present a united front is that NONE of their members has any Bible convictions about anything eternal.  They love to play on “loving the brethren” but Paul would not associate with John Mark, a compromiser.

8.  The biggest hypocrites in the crowd always begin the same way - “Yes, I know brother so-and-so is a great preacher, and he knows the Bible, BUT…”
9.  Know what you will stand for, fight for, and die for!

10.  To dispute, argue, and contend for the faith are necessary parts of the preaching of the Gospel.

11.  Most church problems are not caused by doctrinal issues, but by “Christians” who get offended by little things.  See - Psalms 119:165.  We should have our priorities in line so we know when to fight, and what to fight for, and when to do everything in our power to maintain peace.

12.  Everyone has problems, every church has problems, and they all can be worked out.  Perhaps Paul and Barnabas should have gone back to the council for some council.
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