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Chapter 14
REVIEW
Paul and Barnabas had set out on the first missionary from Antioch, being sent out by the Holy Spirit and supported by the church.  They had come to a place called Antioch in Pisidia.  This Antioch was about 300 miles from home Antioch (as the crow flies).  In this town of Antioch, they began to preach in the Jewish synagogue, and some received the message.  The Gentiles wanted very much for this message to be preached to them, and asked Paul and Barnabas to return the following Sabbath day and do so.

The following Sabbath, the Gentiles had invited the whole city to hear the preaching of God's Word.  Seeing the multitudes, the Jews were filled with envy and spake against those things which were spoken by Paul.  They even stirred up the women and the chief men of the city against Paul and Barnabas.  But they were not discouraged.  They shook off the dust off their feet against them and went to Iconium.  Here in Iconium we pick up our lesson.
Acts 14:1, “And it came to pass in Iconium, that they went both together into the synagogue of the Jews, and so spake, that a great multitude both of the Jews and also of the Greeks believed.”

As was the custom, Paul and Barnabas went first to the Jewish synagogues to preach.  There they found a ready audience, and the gospel was available to the individual Jews.  The Greeks found in the synagogues were Jewish proselytes = Greeks converted over to Judaism.  They were religious yet not born-again!  Paul and Barnabas were successful in the Ministry as they preached the gospel of - I Corinthians 15:1-4.  (A GREAT MULTITUDE believed - Psalms 126:5, 6)
SO SPAKE - This describes the delivery of the message, how it was given.  They were excited as they preached!  They hollered, snorted, stomped and they “shelled the corn.”  They delivered the message with great boldness as they denounced sin and demanded a decision.  THEY WERE FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT OF GOD!  They did not hold back in fear of offending someone.  God's men will draw the line of division between belief and unbelief, between Christ and idols, and will make it so strong and plain that the multitude of the city will be divided (:4, Joshua 24:15, Matthew 6:24).
Acts 14:2, “But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles, and made their minds evil affected against the brethren.”

A New Method of Trouble and Opposition - The unbelieving Jews sought to blacken the character of the new converts.  “It's OK to be saved, but do not be a fanatic!”  The mind is the devil's battleground.  He wanted to make Paul and Barnabas look bad to the new converts.  Today's method is through TV, movies, music, long-tongued church members who could lick an envelope after they have put it in the mailbox!  Paul and Barnabas had riot and revival.
Revival - a multitude believed.  Riot - the Jews stirred up…  Anytime you have “no compromising” preaching, you will have a “stirring.”  Any success in the ministry is resented by the devil.  When the gospel is faithfully preached, and souls are saved, the devil does not sit idly by.  He stirs up opposition and brings persecution upon those who faithfully declare the Word and win souls to Jesus.  False religion can be summed up in one word - Unbelieving.  People could believe but they simply will not.
Acts 14:3, “Long time therefore abode they speaking boldly in the Lord, which gave testimony unto the word of his grace, and granted signs and wonders to be done by their hands.”

Paul and Barnabas were aware of the attack on the new converts, and stayed as a result.  They continued to preach the gospel in spite of opposition (they fought the good fight - they did not back down from trouble).  Word of His grace was the theme of their preaching, as they gave testimony of Jesus Christ.  The signs and wonders were their credentials that they were God's servants.  God allowed them as they had no New Testament Bible as of yet.

LESSON - When difficulties in the Christian life arise, endure and persevere!  Do not allow opposition and difficulties to stop you from serving the Lord.
Acts 14:4, “But the multitude of the city was divided: and part held with the Jews, and part with the apostles.”

DIVISION - Always happens when there is plain, sharp, no compromising, Bible preaching!  This is how Jesus preached - Matthew 10:34.  With this type of preaching, everyone must be a believer or a blasphemer.  Some remain faithful to the doctrines and traditions of the Jews, in opposition to the doctrine preached by Paul and Barnabas.  Praise the Lord for church splits - this is the only thing that keeps the gospel alive.
Acts 14:5, “And when there was an assault made both of the Gentiles, and also of the Jews with their rulers, to use them despitefully, and to stone them,”

The Jews did their job well causing divisions and opposition.  They caused a riot and turned the multitude into a violent mob (plot to murder).
Acts 14:6, “They were ware of it, and fled unto Lystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and unto the region that lieth round about:”

Paul and Barnabas did not lose heart and quit.  They did not go home, but moved on to the next place.  They meant business for the Lord and nothing could stop them.  They were committed and sold out for Jesus.  They met the problems head on, and faced persecution and opposition without yielding to the temptation to quit.  Lystra was a big city and had all that went with a big city - sin, idolatry, places of ill repute, etc. as the cities of today have.  There is no synagogue in Lystra, and Paul and Barnabas needed a way to draw a crowd.  They fled from Iconium when they were aware of the intention of the people.  They were not to stay and foolishly get killed!  The Lord still loves sinners and must continue to get the gospel to those who will listen.  Paul and Barnabas realized this and went to Lystra and Derby.
Acts 14:7, “And there they preached the gospel.”

They came to preach the GOSPEL!  Not to discuss politics, philosophies, etc.  They did not preach a kingdom message of the coming Messiah, but the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  God's true ministers do not stop preaching the gospel.  This is what man needs above all else - The message of the saving Grace of God!

Acts 14:8, “And there sat a certain man at Lystra, impotent in his feet, being a cripple from his mother's womb, who never had walked:”

Here the Holy Spirit gives us a perfect picture of the sinner - he was born crippled = as the sinner is born in sin.  He is helpless to help himself = as the sinner is helpless to save himself, and are in bondage to sin.  Faith is sufficient to get us into heaven - Eph. 2:8, 9.  Deliverance comes through a miracle - the miracle of salvation!  The miracle was immediate - as salvation.  It comes through 5 words = STAND UPRIGHT ON THY FEET.”  Salvation comes through the Word.
LESSON - God has entrusted us with a good to dispense (the gospel).  It would not be long before we find the souls that need it.
Acts 14:9, “And there sat a certain man at Lystra, impotent in his feet, being a cripple from his mother's womb, who never had walked:”

Romans 10: 17 - faith comes through hearing the Word!  The crippled man responded to and applied what he heard.  Upon hearing the Word, we should always ask, “How should this apply to my life?”

This verse has been a “lifesaver” for the modern day healers who have misfires and duds in their healing lines.  It comes in real handy when the crippled, maim, blind and lame fail to get healed.  Lazarus did not have any faith.  Jairus' daughter did not have any faith.  Dorcas did not have any faith.  The Word produces faith!  The miracles by themselves do not produce faith or conviction.  Here is a picture of the seed falling on good ground.
Acts 14:10, “Said with a loud voice, Stand upright on thy feet. And he leaped and walked.”

Miracles - There were no microphones, organs, floodlights, so-called gospel music with a pagan rock 'n roll beat, no working up the victims into a state of psychotic shock, no healing line, etc.  Paul shouted and many were attracted.  This was used to attract a crowd so that he could preach the gospel to them.  The people were amazed when they saw the crippled man healed and walking.  As Paul was about to preach to the crowd, something else happened.

God NEVER wrought miracles of healing simply for the sake of physical healing alone.  They were designed to open hearts to the truth and to respond to God's grace.
Acts 14:11, “And when the people saw what Paul had done, they lifted up their voices, saying in the speech of Lycaonia, The gods are come down to us in the likeness of men.”

Paul and Barnabas did not understand what they said in the speech of Lyconia.  The people of Lyconia were superstitious, worshiping many gods.  Legend tells us that the gods had come down before (Homer - the Greek poet, tells how Greeks believe that there gods often came to the earth).  The people of Lyconia thought they had come again.  These people never had the true light of Jesus Christ.  Men will worship something - there are no atheists.

The gods that the people of Lyconia were looking for were Jupiter and Mercurius.  The gods, who appear in the likeness of men today are the TV hero gods - Elvis, Rambo, etc.  When these people saw Paul and Barnabas, they did not believe in the Lord.  That comes by hearing!  Their account of the miracle was that Paul and Barnabas were gods.  This was all these idol worshipers knew.
Acts 14:12, “And they called Barnabas, Jupiter; and Paul, Mercurius, because he was the chief speaker.”

This was the priests' big chance to become important and lead the people in worshiping false gods.  The supreme peril to the Christian worker is popularity, bright lights, power, etc. - it goes to their head, then to their hearts, and they are no longer fit for the kingdom.

LESSON - The people were convinced that they were gods in human from their outward actions.  Let us live so people will see God-Christ-like actions in our lives!

Any religion or any “priest” that does not point others to Jesus Christ and Him alone is a false religion, and its priests are ministers of Satan.

Jupiter was the “supreme” god - Barnabas, probably the bigger of the two.  Mercurius was the chief speaker for the “supreme” god - Paul was the chief speaker of the two.  These people were sincere in their religion, yet they were sincerely WRONG!  
Acts 14:13, “Then the priest of Jupiter, which was before their city, brought oxen and garlands unto the gates, and would have done sacrifice with the people.”

Religion consists of false doctrine and practices, blind leaders leading the blind.  It is natural that would sacrifice a bull (ox) as their religion because their religion is a bunch of it.  Purity, income, peace of mind… have all been sacrificed in the name of religion.  Here was the ancient Mardi Gras-party in the streets, worshiping their false gods, etc.

Acts 14:14, “Which when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of, they rent their clothes, and ran in among the people, crying out,”

Once Paul and Barnabas understood what the people were doing, they immediately began to cry out!  They remembered the Herod of Acts 12.  He did not refute the people for worshiping him and it cost him his life.  Paul and Barnabas rent their clothes or tore them to express disgust and abhorrence on their part toward what these people were about to do.  It also displayed their grief that they should be the objects of such worship.  These people's hearts were empty and they were looking to satisfy that empty spot in their lives.

Acts 14:15, “And saying, Sirs, why do ye these things? We also are men of like passions with you, and preach unto you that ye should turn from these vanities unto the living God, which made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all things that are therein:”

Paul and Barnabas did not take advantage of the healing of the crippled man, except to seek an opportunity to preach the gospel.  Perhaps this was a character test from the Lord?  They did not start a healing campaign and take money from all the “suckers” that could con.

False religion needs correcting and a strong stand is to be taken against it publicly!  “Well,” the Liberals and modernists say, “I respect another man's religion, as Sodom Hussein's…”  False religions are being used of the devil to send millions to hell!  The only reason you respect them is because you do not want to get out and tell them about Jesus.  This is a yellow bellied coward!  I will continue to criticize EVERY false religion that sends people to hell, as will every true man of God.  And every religion that adds or subtracts from the blood!  Anyone who teaches that you can be saved any other way than the blood of Christ should be arrested and tried for first-degree murder!  (One day they will be!)

Idolatry in America - anything that takes the place of God.  Illustration - The last time you missed church, was it because you were worshiping your idol?  We serve the LIVING GOD!  There is no excuse not to know Him now - Romans 1: 20.
Acts 14:16, “Who in times past suffered all nations to walk in their own ways.”

God has patiently dealt with the sinning nations and has not judged them as they deserve.  God gives freedom to choose Him or evil.
Acts 14:17, “Nevertheless he left not himself without witness, in that he did good, and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness.”

God does good - idols cannot do good!  God has witnesses in the world and the lost are without excuse.  His witnesses include - Nature - it is orderly, there is variety in creation, and the miracles of harvests, seasons, etc.  Conscience - the invisible witness, The Bible, Jesus, Christians.  They cannot get away from the witnesses of God.  God is speaking if you would only listen!
Acts 14:18, “And with these sayings scarce restrained they the people, that they had not done sacrifice unto them.”

Paul and Barnabas could have yielded to the temptation of being worshiped and used the honor they would receive to teach the people.  But this is not God's method - II Corinthians 4:1, 2, I Thessalonians 2:1-6.  Paul and Barnabas opposed what the people were doing and boldly told them that they were worshiping false gods.  There is only One true and living God!
Acts 14:19, “And there came thither certain Jews from Antioch and Iconium, who persuaded the people, and, having stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, supposing he had been dead.”

Drew - dragged, adding a touch of brutality.  If Paul was still alive, this dragging would certainly have killed him!  God allows suffering, but will not put more on you than you can take - I. Corinthians 10:13.  Our job is to remain faithful.  Sometimes God delivers you from the stones, sometimes He sees you through the “stoning.”  Notice the unstable mess of man.  Man, religion, people all change, but not Jesus!  Illustration - Catholic people are now speaking in tongues.  As if they did not have enough trouble with false doctrine already.  Satan zealously attacks the church mercilessly!  He uses men as his instruments of destruction, especially the gossips - Proverbs 6:19.  How quickly these change their minds and convictions from listening to the gossips.  Paul followed the footsteps of Jesus who heard the hosannas of the multitude, but Who, a few days later, heard them cry out, “Crucify Him!”  The devil is persistent in his opposition to God's men and God's work.

During that time of this stoning, Paul has his “vision?” of the third heaven in II Corinthians 12:1-6.
Acts 14:20, “Howbeit, as the disciples stood round about him, he rose up, and came into the city: and the next day he departed with Barnabas to Derbe.”

Paul went back into the same city where he had just been stoned.  The stoning of verse 6 that he once fled from, now he seeks!  Why?  Paul was home sick for heaven - Col. 3:1-3.  But the Lord had other plans for Paul.  He could not go home yet - II Corinthians 5:8, Philippians 1:21-24.  

These disciples were the new converts of Paul and Barnabas.  Their leader had just been stoned, but they stood their ground.  They would rather side with a dead leader, who served a living God, than live leaders who served dead gods.  Circumstances did not control them.  Paul was stoned, but he kept going!  LESSON - You cannot keep a good man down!  When you choose to work for God, you choose to oppose Satan.  And when you choose to oppose Satan, you choose to work for God.  Miraculously, Paul is restored to life.  He could not recover from such injuries so quickly to take such a journey had not a miracle occurred.
Acts 14:21, “And when they had preached the gospel to that city, and had taught many, they returned again to Lystra, and to Iconium, and Antioch,”

The easy way home would have been a straight line.  It would have been the quickest and the safest.  Paul and Barnabas had left companies of angry people in every city, who desired to kill them.  But they went back to the “place of stones” and suffering to find the groups of disciples, to organize them, and establish churches.  The devil tries to stamp out the fires of the gospel, but Paul goes back to pour on some gas!  And he goes back for the fellowship, and to strengthen the converts.  They were not thinking of themselves, but longed for the good of others.  They set aside their own desires to serve the Lord.  They continued preaching the gospel and teaching many in spite of the persecution.  Paul did not preach a “Health and Wealth” gospel that painted a picture of success and an easy Christian life.  He preached the word which saves and strengthens believers.
Acts 14:22, “Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.”

Paul exhorted the people to continue in the faith.  This is not the false doctrine of “holding on.”  This is clearly taught in John 10:28, I Peter 1:5, and hundreds of other places in the Bible.  Living Godly brings persecution and opposition - I.I Timothy 3:12.  Paul was telling them not to get sidetracked, backslidden, and discouraged.  ENDURE!  Persevere!  Continue in the work!  Take a separated stand without compromise, even though you will experience tribulation!
Acts 14:23, “And when they had ordained them elders in every church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed.”

Elders = pastors over the churches - Organization for the continuation of the work.  There were local New Testament churches, established for the purpose of getting the gospel to every creature.  Paul and Barnabas preached in these key cities, and challenged the believers to take the message out to the more remote areas.  The establishing and organizing of local churches is what the Lord had in mind when He gave the great commission in - Matthew 28:19, 20, Mark 16:16, 16, Acts 1:8.
Acts 14:24, 25, “And after they had passed throughout Pisidia, they came to Pamphylia.  And when they had preached the word in Perga, they went down into Attalia:”

Paul and Barnabas were still on track!  Still preaching the gospel.  There is nothing wrong with activities and socials, as long as we have not “left the other (spreading of the gospel) undone.”

Acts 14:26, “And thence sailed to Antioch, from whence they had been recommended to the grace of God for the work which they fulfilled.”

The job given to them by the Lord was completed.  This was accomplished by and through His grace alone!  Under His grace, Paul and Barnabas were unquenchable.  They were not cast down by disappointment, or defeated by opposition.

Acts 14:27, “And when they were come, and had gathered the church together, they rehearsed all that God had done with them, and how he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles.”

The first missionary conference - God did it all, not man!  God gives the desire to serve, the strength to serve, the boldness to serve, etc.  Without Him, we are NOTHING!  Paul and Barnabas took no personal credit as it was all due to the Lord!  The door that was opened is still opened - the door of faith in opportunity.  Take advantage of your opportunities to serve the Lord!  The local assemblies were independent.  Paul and Barnabas did not bring back a suitcase full of numbers and statistics.  They left all this up to the only One that knows.  Question - Are you numbered by God among those who have received eternal life?  Or were you counted among those who signed a card at a meeting and had your name put on a church role?  Is your name in the Lamb's book of life?  Paul and Barnabas had no record-keeping like we do today.  Perhaps John Mark was their record keeper?  Numbers are important to us and to God, but He alone really knows.  Are you numbered with Him?
Acts 14:28, “And there they abode long time with the disciples.”

Paul and Barnabas rested and helped the congregation at Antioch for a season.  They did not sit idly by while they were home!  They prepared for the future, spent time fellowshipping with the brethren, and were busy winning souls at home.  The church certainly showed their appreciation for Paul and Barnabas' work.  We should show our appreciation for God's full time servants!  Our missionary to Papua New Guinea is Brother Gary Poch (Poke).  To write Brother Poch, send your letters to - Gary, Diane, and Mike Poch Box 1643, Lae MP, Papua New Guinea.  Let us be an encouragement to each other!
LESSONS
1.  The closer you get to the heart of God, the more mission minded you will become.

2.  Missionaries task is to make themselves useless.  To train people so they can carry the gospel themselves.  Illustration - Rick and Becky Martin!  Paul evangelized the Roman world without the printing press, radio, TV, airplanes, etc.  How much more we ought to be able to do in our day of scientific miracles - Luke 12:48.

3.  Everyone will either hinder or help to spread the gospel.

4.  Hindrances will dishearten and depress some.  Others will be aroused to activity!  Illustration - Nehemiah, “WE ARE DOING A GREAT WORK, THEREFORE, WE CANNOT COME DOWN.”
5.  A call to serve the Lord is a call for life - Romans 11:29.  Not only for pastors, missionaries, and the evangelists, but Sunday school teachers, bus workers, musicians, etc.  If more Christians believed Romans 8:28, and loved the Bible Psalms 119:165, God would not be “left holding the bag” so much!

6.  The Lord has no easy jobs.

7.  If your service does not stir up the enemy, and you are preaching does not produce opposition from Satan, you may well stop and take inventory!

8.  The chief job of missionaries is to take lost people the gospel, not to teach them to sew, grow bananas, and put Band-Aids on bee things.

9.  When you choose to work for God, you choose to oppose Satan.  When you choose to oppose Satan, you choose to work for God!

10.  Living the Christian life is not an easy thing and we should all expect trials and suffering until Jesus comes.

11.  Paul and Barnabas accomplished great things without the modern means of transportation and communication that we possess today.  Others have done so much with so little, while we have done so little with so much!  Millions could be saved if Christians would invest in missions what we invest in entertainment.

12.  The door of reaching people with the gospel is still open!  Go through it and help take the gospel to others.

13.  Be loyal to truth and principles, not denominations and institutions.  People, places, etc. change!  Jesus and the Bible and truth do not!
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