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THE  BOOK  OF  ACTS

Chapter 13
REVIEW
God miraculously delivered Peter from the hands of the wicked King Herod in chapter 12.  The King had evidently forgotten about the praying church!  Exactly what they prayed we are not told.  However, the Lord did show them great and mighty things as he promised in Jeremiah 33:3.  Being released from prison, Peter went into another place, lest Herod capture him again.

Though Herod was highly respected among the people, worshiping him and was the last straw!  God sent an angel who immediately smote Herod because he gave God not the glory.  Herod was eaten of worms and he died.  God not only delivers His men, He also delivers and takes vengeance on those who attack His church.
Upon the completion of their mission to Jerusalem, Barnabas and Saul returned to Antioch, bringing with them John Mark, nephew to Barnabas.  Confidence of the protecting hand of the Lord, they resume their Ministry in Antioch, which is where Chapter 13 picks up.

Acts chapter 13 focuses on the third part of the great commission of Acts 1:8, given by Jesus.  The gospel was to go to the Jews in Jerusalem, the Samaritans in Samaria, and to the Gentiles in the outermost part of the earth.  Acts 13 records the first missionary journey began by Saul, Barnabas, and Mark, who begin the task of taking the gospel to the ends of the earth.
Acts 13:1, “Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.”

In the church of Antioch, 5 teachers and prophets are named.  One was named Manaen, was raised with King Herod, the King Herod that killed John the Baptist.  Here is a beautiful picture of the grace of God - Manaen could have been a murderer, but was saved leading a different life!

Prophets - speak the heart of God.  Teachers - impart knowledge to others.  If one does not give the knowledge they have to others, they have not taught and are not teachers.
Acts 13:2, “As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.”

Peter and Jerusalem are bypassed and dropped out of the picture.  Saul and Antioch now become the main characters in the book of Acts.  This marks the great missionary movement, which was now an Apostolic work, but completely independent of Jerusalem.

The Holy Spirit needed LABORERS for the WORK!  There is always plenty of work, but the laborers are few.  Why did the Holy Spirit choose only Barnabas and Saul?  Perhaps they were the only ones willing or available to go?  Whatever the reason, the Holy Spirit knows who to send and who to keep at home!
The people MINISTERED to the Lord = they waited on Him as a waitress would wait on customers in a restaurant.  There were certain duties carried out by the prophets and teachers.  LESSON - God uses busy people who are active in the church, not deadheads that never do anything.

SEPARATED - from the world TO the gospel!  The Holy Spirit called them.  They were called to a work = everyone can do something.
Acts 13:3, “And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away.”

The church “SENT” them…  “Relieved of duties, set at liberty, financially supported…” When God calls one to preach the gospel, He calls others to help them, pray for them, and send-support them.  They ordain them symbolizing what the Holy Spirit has already done.  (Laying on of hands is simply a symbol of what He has already done.  There is no power in this symbol)
Their calling was to foreign missions, a special calling apart from witnessing, which is the work of the Christians anywhere.  No one needs a “calling” to witness for Jesus of their faith - Matthew 28:19, 20, Mark 16:15, Acts 1:8.

They Fasted - they were so burdened about the state of the lost, they lost their appetite for food.  They experienced true revival = A new awareness of the lost, the gospel, the presence of the Holy Spirit, and actively involving themselves in spreading the gospel.  
Acts 13:4, “So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus.”

 The Holy Spirit “SENT” - this is a different word.  This sent means - to dispatch, send away.  The Holy Spirit made His will known so that there would be no doubts.  The church had no voice or vote in the selection of these men.  They were Spirit called.  He most likely spoke through the prophets.  The church was submissive to Him!  His instrument is the church which He does His work through.
The Holy Spirit reveals His will to the church that is busy ministering to the Lord.  Ministering is service - faithful attendance, tithing, praying, teaching, witnessing, studying, etc.  Their obedience was immediate and complete.

Illustration - If you can stay out of the ministry - DO!  God called men cannot stay out.

Cyprus was Barnabas’ hometown = salvation begins at home!  Begin where you are as did the Maniac of Gadara in Luke 8:38, 39. 
Acts 13:5, “And when they were at Salamis, they preached the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews: and they had also John to their minister.”

They were called to PREACH!  Not sing, teach, but preach THE WORD!  Not plant crops and teach health habits.  Here the third stage of the great commission is in high gear, as the gospel is being taken to the outermost parts.

Synagogues - were Jewish meetinghouses.  Why are they going here if the gospel is to be taken to the Gentiles?

1.  Though the Nation of Israel has been set aside, individuals in the nation can still be
     saved.

2.  Saul has a special love for his people the Jews.

3.  There was a ready made audience already gathered.

Was John Mark called?  His position as a minister was a “hand-me-get-me” job.  (Run and get my Bible…) He took up the slack in the personal needs of Saul and Barnabas.  Just as there is a call to preach, there is a call to be a second man!  In Acts 12:25, when John Mark returned with Barnabas and Saul, was the Spirit leading them?  Most of our problems come from acting in the flesh, not being led by the Spirit.  When the Spirit led, there was witnessing and work was being done decently and in order - NEVER CHAOS!
Acts 13:6, “And when they had gone through the isle unto Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew, whose name was Barjesus.”

OPPOSITION - II Corinthians 11:14, 15.  Where the Lord plants wheat, the devil sows tares.  A false prophet utters things that are not true or ½ truths.  He professed to lead and guide, but does not do so.  They pretend to serve God, but are in it for the position, profit, and popularity.  What should Christians do?  With stand and the evil openly and strongly!

Notice - It was very unusual for a Jew to be a sorcerer.  I Corinthians 10:12 - Anyone can commit any sin!  If you think you cannot do “that” the devil as you ½ way there already!
Acts 13:7, “Which was with the deputy of the country, Sergius Paulus, a prudent man; who called for Barnabas and Saul, and desired to hear the word of God.”

Bar-jesus means son of Jesus.  He was “buddies” with Sergius Paulus, the deputy of the county.  Sergius was not satisfied with what he had - garbage Bar-jesus had been feeding him.  The empty spot down deep inside have not been satisfied!  He was prudent - a thinker.  Though it may be satisfied temporarily with materialism, pleasure, etc. the unrest sooner or later returns.  “Man is a man for God and can find no rest till he finds rest in Him!”
Acts 13:8, “But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his name by interpretation) withstood them, seeking to turn away the deputy from the faith.”

Evil influences - try to stop you from hearing and serving.  Every time you witness, a Barjesus will show up.  Be it down TV, company, and crying baby, etc.  Everyone influences others one way or another - to stay in church or to quit.  Everyone will spread good news or gossip, rundown or build up, encourage or hinder.  Everyone influences one way or another.
Acts 13:9, “Then Saul, (who also is called Paul,) filled with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes on him,”

Paul is the Gentile name for Saul.  He used this name to identify with the people, without compromising.  Illustration - If you are called to San Francisco, you would not identify with the people by the coming a homosexual.  This is compromising, to say the least.

Paul was filled with the Spirit - BUT DID NOT SPEAK IN TONGUES!  When you are truly failed with the Spirit, you will not tolerate sin.  Those who claim a relationship with the Spirit - If they are not witnessing, living holy, if they are tolerating sin, gossiping, and backbiting, their relationship with the Spirit is obviously a fantasy.
Acts 13:10, “And said, O full of all subtilty and all mischief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord?”

Call sin - SIN!  Anyone seeking to lead others astray should be exposed.  Paul did not say this about him, but to him face to face!  LESSON - There is no place in a Spirit filled church for gossip and backbiting, nor the spreading of bad truth.  There is a time to get angry and expose sin - when others are involved.  Any Spirit filled preacher will do that!

I am glad that the writer of much of the New Testament was willing to take a stand and expose false prophets and sin.  Those who are not willing to do so would spare themselves the judgment of God by getting out of the ministry.
Acts 13:11, “And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the sun for a season. And immediately there fell on him a mist and a darkness; and he went about seeking some to lead him by the hand.”

Barjesus is a picture of Israel today.  Blinded, he was judged immediately - Gal. 6:7, for the sake of Sergius.  The aim of false religion is to turn men from the truth of salvation, service, leaving others to Christ, to prevent obedience to Christ, and the spread of the gospel, and to prevent their exposure of false religions - Roman Catholicism, Church of Christ, Holiness, JW's, Mormons, New Age, Charismatics, etc.
The reason for this fiery Spirit filled action was the love of man and his soul.  God help us if we “moddy-coddle” the “religious brethren” of the community while the eternal souls of men plunge into a Christ-less eternity!  The heart that loves Sergius Paulus will speak out in anger to Elymas the sorcerer.  God can and does bring down to helplessness in a split second.  Without God, we could not even breathe - where are totally dependent upon Him for everything!

Acts 13:12, “Then the deputy, when he saw what was done, believed, being astonished at the doctrine of the Lord.”

Sergius was converted on the spot.  He heard words and saw works to back them up.  It takes more than words to convince a world that has been taken to the cleaners that you are for real - James 2:17-26.  The Lord's doctrine is different from mans.  If we spent as much time obeying His doctrine instead of making up our own, we would turn the world upside down in a matter of time.
Acts 13:13, “Now when Paul and his company loosed from Paphos, they came to Perga in Pamphylia: and John departing from them returned to Jerusalem.”

Paul and his company move on.  Notice, there is a new leader - Paul.  No longer will it be Barnabas and Saul, but Paul and Barnabas.  John Mark deserts the mission.  Though we do not know why, John is accountable for his actions.  John Mark gave up a golden opportunity.  He was traveling with two of the Bible's best.  Even though they were some of the Bible's best, they could not keep John from turning back.  People will do what they want to do and are where they are because they choose to be there.

Why did John Mark turn back?  Homesick?  Had not been gone for very long.  Girlfriend?  Paul and Barnabas working him too hard?  Fear of danger?  Unhappy?  Dislike for Gentiles?  Full-time service is not an easy life to live!

Two things - A) Actions affect others - John Mark's action affected the relationship of Paul and Barnabas.  B) God forgives and still has a will for you - He used John Mark to write the book of Mark!
Acts 13:14, “But when they departed from Perga, they came to Antioch in Pisidia, and went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and sat down.”

Church attendance - a specific day and time.  The Sabbath is not for us today.  This was a day between God and the Nation of Israel - Exodus 31:13-17.  It was under the ceremonial laws which Jesus fulfilled on the cross - Colossians 2:16.  Jesus Himself broke the Sabbath - John 5:18, 9:16.  We meet on the first day - I Corinthians 16:2, because Jesus rose from the dead and met with His disciples on the first day.  Why did they meet on the Sabbath here?  The people were already gathered - If they waited until the first day, they would have been there alone.

The Sabbath was always a day of rest, not worship.  7th Day preachers who preach on Saturday are working, and are breaking THEIR own rules!  6-days labor, 7th REST.  Preaching is WORK.
Acts 13:15, “And after the reading of the law and the prophets the rulers of the synagogue sent unto them, saying, Ye men and brethren, if ye have any word of exhortation for the people, say on.”

Invitation to speak - they took advantage of every opportunity to spread the gospel.  This is Paul's first recorded message.  Exhortation - say on!  Gossip - say off.
Acts 13:16, “Then Paul stood up, and beckoning with his hand said, Men of Israel, and ye that fear God, give audience.”

Men of Israel - Jews.  Ye that fear God - Gentiles who had been converted to Judaism.  To fear God is to hate evil!
Acts 13:17, “The God of this people of Israel chose our fathers, and exalted the people when they dwelt as strangers in the land of Egypt, and with an high arm brought he them out of it.”

Paul's sermon - he gives a history of Israel.  He does not start off with, “You are going to hell if you do not get saved!”  He presents Israel's history to show what God has done (Count your blessings), and to show that His word is true.  Paul preaches like Stephen beginning with Israel's history.

LESSON - Stephen's influence had an impact on eternity, just by forgiving others!  Paul never got over the power of Stephen's forgiveness - Colossians 4:5, 6.  You never know who you are influencing.  Strangers in the land of Egypt - Egypt never was their home, they did not use Egyptian language, or take part in Egyptian matter of life.  LESSON - We are strangers here.  The majority of Christians are too comfortable in this world.
Acts 13:18, “And about the time of forty years suffered he their manners in the wilderness.”

God's long-suffering - 40 years of listening to their murmuring.  I personally am up to about 40 seconds.
Acts 13:19, “And when he had destroyed seven nations in the land of Chanaan, he divided their land to them by lot.”

SEPARATION - of God's people and the heathen world.  They were told of God not to mix with the people of the land.  In the book of Daniel, we see the reason for the 70 year captivity was for compromising and mixing with the people of the land.
Acts 13:20, 21, “And after that he gave unto them judges about the space of four hundred and fifty years, until Samuel the prophet. 21.  And afterward they desired a king: and God gave unto them Saul the son of Cis, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, by the space of forty years.”

Human failure recognized.  Israel would rather be like the other nation and have a king, than to live separated and have God.  They did not want to be God's ambassadors and reveal Him to the world.  They wanted to be like 20th century Christians and do their own thing.
Acts 13:22, “And when he had removed him, he raised up unto them David to be their king; to whom also he gave testimony, and said, I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, which shall fulfil all my will.”

Saul was removed on the sin of compromise.  He was told to kill all, but he spared the king and the best animals - I Samuel 15:1-35.  David loved what God loved and did what God wanted.
Acts 13:23, “Of this man's seed hath God according to his promise raised unto Israel a Saviour, Jesus:”

God always keeps His promises!  Paul skipped from Solomon to Malachi.  This was the period of backsliding in Israel, and the time of failure - from David to Jesus.  Everyone knew that the Messiah was to be from the seed of David.
Acts 13:24, 25, “When John had first preached before his coming the baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. 25.  And as John fulfilled his course, he said, Whom think ye that I am? I am not he. But, behold, there cometh one after me, whose shoes of his feet I am not worthy to loose.”

John fulfilled his course - God had a job that needed to be done.  He created you to do that job.  John did that which God created for him to do.  Find what God has for you to do and do it!
Acts 13:26, “Men and brethren, children of the stock of Abraham, and whosoever among you feareth God, to you is the word of this salvation sent.”

WHOSOEVER - Salvation is universal - John 3:16, Romans 10:13, II Peter 3: 9 - it is for WHOSOEVER WILL!
Acts 13:27, “For they that dwell at Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they knew him not, nor yet the voices of the prophets which are read every sabbath day, they have fulfilled them in condemning him.”

Ignorance of God and the word - Matthew 22:29.  Most of what we believe we got from what we heard others say.  We cannot find our beliefs in the Bible.  We do not have our own personal convictions.  Therefore, we buckle when the heat is on!  Ignorance is from two things - faulty preaching, and faulty individual study of the word of God - II Timothy 2: 15.  They had no Bibles then as we have today.
Acts 13:28, “And though they found no cause of death in him, yet desired they Pilate that he should be slain.”

The sinless Christ - Isaiah 53:9, John 8:46, Hebrews 4:15, I Peter 2:22.
Acts 13:29, 30, “And when they had fulfilled all that was written of him, they took him down from the tree, and laid him in a sepulchre. 30.  But God raised him from the dead:”

The theme of the New Testament preachers is the resurrection!  Without which we would all miss heaven - I Corinthians 15:12-19.  Jesus returned the tomb He borrowed as good as new - no need of it now!
Acts 13:31, “And he was seen many days of them which came up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are his witnesses unto the people.”

WITNESSES - tell what they have seen and what they know.  If you are saved, you have a testimony.  You were lost, now you are saved!  Witnessing is simply telling how you got saved, and how they can get saved.  1.  Everyone is a sinner.  2.  Sinners go to hell.    3.  Jesus died and rose again for all sinners.  4.  Receive Him as Saviour!
Acts 13:32, 33, “And we declare unto you glad tidings, how that the promise which was made unto the fathers, 33.  God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.”

Glad tidings = good news of salvation through the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus!  Begotten = when Jesus took on a body, the body was from God - Phil. 2: 5-8.

Acts 13:34, 35, “And as concerning that he raised him up from the dead, now no more to return to corruption, he said on this wise, I will give you the sure mercies of David. 35. Wherefore he saith also in another psalm, Thou shalt not suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.”

Verse 34 is a quote from Isaiah 55:3.  “HOLY ONE” proves the Deity of Christ by cross-referencing.  Psalms 16:10 - the Holy is One Jehovah God = Jesus.  Also see Isaiah 43:3, Mark 1:24 Luke 4:34 - the only conclusion you can come to = Jesus is God!
Acts 13:36, “For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his fathers, and saw corruption:”

David served his own generation.  How to be as great as David - serve your generation - witness, be an example, a model in it, lift the standards in it, fight sin in it, etc.  There is a generation of Christians who will answer to God for allowing prayer to be taken out of the public schools without a fight!  His own generation = his age in time, or perhaps those his own age?  Elderly people are more ready to listen to other elderly people, and the same is true with young people (they do not have enough sense to listen to the elderly).  If we do not get the gospel to our generation, the next one will not have it!  We have a whole generation to serve - there is plenty for all to be busy.  At the end of David's life, he “slept.”  He was at peace as he was ushered into the presence of Christ in full confidence of a well done thou good and faithful servant.  Christians who live for the world and pleasure will not find rest at death - I John 2:28.
Acts 13:37, “But he, whom God raised again, saw no corruption.”

Jesus' body did not rot and decay in the grave - He arose!
Acts 13:38, “Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins:”

Paul goes from “they” to “you” Personal application of preaching - what is the Holy Spirit saying to you?  Through Jesus, not circumcision, law, baptism, the sacraments, initial evidence, Sabbath Day and commandments, etc.  Those who preach salvation through something other than Jesus or in addition to Jesus do not have full assurance of their salvation!  None of those believed that “Belief” justifies any sinner from all things.
Acts 13:39, “And by him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.”

You do not have to be Jewish to be saved, only believe!  The law justifies no one.  We are justified by believing.  Justified = just - if - I'd had not sinned.  Illustration - And Governor can pardon a prisoner, but can never justify the crime that sent them to prison.  God can!  He forgives and justifies.  We are forgiven and our record is wiped clean in God's eyes - Hebrews 10:17, I John 1:7.
Acts 13:40-42, “Beware therefore, lest that come upon you, which is spoken of in the prophets; 41.  Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish: for I work a work in your days, a work which ye shall in no wise believe, though a man declare it unto you. 42.  And when the Jews were gone out of the synagogue, the Gentiles besought that these words might be preached to them the next sabbath.”

Beware - warning of unbelief, quoted from Hebrews 1:5.  Some Jews disregarded the warning, but the Gentiles listened and asked Paul if he would preach to them again next week.
Acts 13:43, “Now when the congregation was broken up, many of the Jews and religious proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas: who, speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in the grace of God.”

Many did receive Jesus as their Saviour.  CONTINUE - Hold on so you can be saved in the end?  No - I Peter 1:5.  God is the One that does the keeping!  Continue - not as John Mark.  This is not speaking of salvation.  John 3: 16 - if God gives eternal life and I can lose it, then it is not eternal life.
Acts 13:44, “And the next sabbath day came almost the whole city together to hear the word of God.”

The crowd was gathered by the Gentiles.  They wanted others to hear the good news.  The Jews are still meeting on the Sabbath traditionally, under the ceremonial law, rejecting salvation.
Acts 13:45, “But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy, and spake against those things which were spoken by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming.”

OPPOSITION - from the “brethren” - envy, jealousy, and blasphemy.  It started with Cain and Genesis, grew with Joseph's brothers, is what caused the crucifixion of Jesus, has ruined and destroyed more local churches than any other sins combined!  NOTICE - The first thing that they did = they ran their mouths.  If a gossip calls, treat them like a rattlesnake - Romans 3:13.  The religious Pharisees never do anything but murmur, complain, etc.  They never win a soul to Jesus, teach a class, pay a light bill - will always be present with us to keep us on our knees.  Those not filled with the Spirit usually end filled with jealousy.  Paul never ceased to love his brother and after the flesh, who never did anything for him after his conversion to Christ, except persecuted him and cause him suffering.  Lord, deliver us from the “BRETHREN.”
Acts 13:46, “”Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the word of God should first have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles.

By rejecting the gospel, they condemned themselves.  One closed-door means one opened door.  Just because one person does not want to hear the gospel does not mean the next one will not!  The devil has nearly extinguished the flames of the gospel witness in our day through discouraged Christians, who quit after the first rejection.  (For those who have never witnessed for fear of rejection)

Acts 13:47, “For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the earth.”

BE A LIGHT - Matthew 4:14-16.  Our job is to be a light, not a theologian.  A light so sinners can find the way to Jesus!
Acts 13:48, “And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed.”

You believe in election?  YES!  God elected EVERYONE to be saved - Matthew 11:28, John 3:16, I Timothy 2:4, Hebrews 2:9, II Peter 3:9, I John 2:1, 2.
Acts 13:49, 50, “And the word of the Lord was published throughout all the region. 50. But the Jews stirred up the devout and honourable women, and the chief men of the city, and raised persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them out of their coasts.”

REVIVAL = A new awareness of the lost, the gospel, the saving power of the Lord Jesus Christ, and our responsibility of getting out the gospel.

The devil is not laid-back idol while souls are being saved, through the faithful witness of God's people.  He uses anyone he can deceive into working for him, be it women, or the chief men - Mayor, businessmen, etc.  Women can powerfully help or hinder the work of God!
Acts 13:51, 52, “But they shook off the dust of their feet against them, and came unto Iconium. 52.  And the disciples were filled with joy, and with the Holy Ghost.”

Once the gospel was rejected, they turned to others.  OPPOSITION AND REJECTION DID NOT STOP PAUL AND BARNABAS!

The effect of God's Word - joy, filling of the Holy Spirit!  They were not controlled by the circumstances.
LESSONS
1.  The preaching of God's Word demands belief or blasphemy.

2.  In Paul's sermon he quotes many Old Testament passages - back up what you believe with the Bible!

3.  Opposition comes when you are trying to serve - from without, from within, religious, political, material, etc. The hardest to overcome is that from within the body of believers!
4.  God's Word stirs the heart to revival or riot, as it sheds light on the errors of the sinner.

5.  Revival = taking the gospel outside the church building to the lost.

6.  Preaching that gets no one saved makes no one angry.  Preaching that condemns sin and turns many to God will arouse opposition.

7.  The Holy Spirit does not always move His creatures to preach in honey and sugar coated terms.

8.  Without Bible preaching, religious superstition is sure to enter - new age in America, charismatics, etc.

9.  Preachers who deliberately falsify the truth of God for the purpose of retaining a lucrative position will face the sure and swift judgment of God.

10.  Rejection can stop you or keep you going - it is up to you.

11.  Those that exalt themselves are abased with God.
12.  You could have joy in the midst of trouble if you keep your eyes on Jesus!

13.  We can do whatever God asks us to do.
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