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THE  BOOK  OF  ACTS

Chapter 12
REVIEW
After settling the contention at Jerusalem, the Gospel continued to spread throughout Phenice, Cyprus, and Antioch.  Many people turned to the Lord, and the church experience tremendous growth.  Being led of the Holy Spirit, Barnabas found Saul, and together they taught many people in Antioch.

The great famine was taking its toll on the Christians in Jerusalem, and the church in Antioch was determined to send relief to them, which they did by the hands of Barnabas and Saul.  This leads us to Chapter 12.

Acts 12:1, “Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the church.”
Herod = Nephew to the Herod who murdered John the Baptist.  He was the grandson to the Herod who killed the children of Bethlehem, trying to kill the Young Child - Jesus.  He was the last king of Israel.

Herod was a politician.  His ambition was directed toward his own advancement, and he would do anything necessary to retain his position and power.  Part of his strategy was to please the Jews by attacking Christianity.  Little did he know, he attacked the wrong people!  For when you attack the brethren, you attack Jesus Christ Himself!

This meant a new kind of persecution for the Christians.  We have seen religious persecution, persecution from within the church itself with Ananias and Sapphira and from the brethren in chapter 11.  Now persecution comes politically from the government.
Acts 12:2, “And he killed James the brother of John with the sword.”
James - has become the second martyr, and the first of the Apostles to be put to death for the Lord.  (This was the only way to silence his testimony)  He had something worth dying for!  This James was the brother of John, the “Sons of Thunder.”  He is also the James who wrote the book of James, probably written between Acts chapter 2 and 10.  James was associated with his brother John.  LESSON - Association = you are known by the crowd you keep - I Thessalonians 5:22.
There was no replacement for the Apostle James.  When the 12 died, that ended the Apostles and the Apostolic Age.  Being singled out by Herod indicates the activity and zeal of James in the Lord's service.  LESSON - Let us live the type of Christian life that the Gospel's enemies will be our enemies.

Illustration - When James went before a judge, he remained faithful to the Lord, so much so, that the informer came forward and confessed Christ!  Together they went to be executed, and on the way, then informer asked James to forgive him.  “Peace be unto thee,” was the reply.  And they were both beheaded.

LESSON - God does not always keep His people from suffering - II Timothy 3:12.  Also, wicked kings cannot put to death God's servants without God's permission.  For some reason, we relate the blessings of God to whether we are suffering or not, or how well we are doing, yet God's blessing are not tied to this way of thinking.
Acts 12:3, “And because he saw it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to take Peter also. (Then were the days of unleavened bread.)”
Herod had a position, and he did want he had to keep it.  He was a lover of popularity, and did whatever it took to please the crowd.  Galatians 1:10 - God says if we are men  pleasers, we do not please Him!  Mark 15:15 - Pilate willing to consent to the people and released Barabbas, then later deliver Jesus to be crucified.

Question - Why did the Lord allow James to die, and yet spare Peter?  Hebrews 9:27 - tells us that all have an appointed time on the earth.  Ecclesiastes 9:9 - tells us that we have a portion in this life.  What the Lord has for one is not necessarily what He has for another.  II Timothy 4:7, 8 - we all have a course to run.  Perhaps, James was finished with his?  The Lord could have delivered James, but He does not answer to us.  Even though we cannot understand, we can still believe - Proverbs 3:5, Romans 8:28.

Notice - Jesus is something worth dying for!  He is also Someone worth living for!  Murder pleased the Jews.
Acts 12:4, “And when he had apprehended him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him; intending after Easter to bring him forth to the people.”
Easter - was the Passover time which lasted 7 days.  Four quaternions = 16 soldiers.  Intending - procrastination.
Acts 12:5, “Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto God for him.”
PRAYER - Here we have two forces at war - Ephesians 6:12.  If they would have stormed the jail, the Christians would have been defeated!  However, we are in a spiritual battle, and they fought with spiritual weapons.
How to Pray
1.  Unto God - not Mary, men, etc.

2.  Without ceasing - persistent, earnest, with heart.

3.  Unity - of the church.

4.  For others.

There were no political strings to pull.  They knew God could solve the problems!  They did not need to bribe anyone in a high position.  They simply went to the Lord!

Question - If you or I were thrown in jail, would we be important enough to the church to warrant an all-night prayer meeting?  Is what we do for the Lord enough to make people sit up and take notice when it is not done?  Does it make a difference to the church if you are there or in prison?  Peter lived in such a way that the church abhorred the thought of doing without him.
Acts 12:6, “And when Herod would have brought him forth, the same night Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains: and the keepers before the door kept the prison.”

Peter was asleep as usual.  He was “resting in the Lord.”  Psalms 127:2.  There was no way he was going to deny his Lord this time!  Peter was ready to face death for Him.  He was not concerned about dying.  Death is but the doorway to heaven.  Truly, this is a picture of the security of the believer.  Peter was not controlled by circumstances!  He rested in the Lord, even though his fellow Apostle had been murdered.  
There will be difficult days in this Christian life.  But God sees our trials, He is still on the throne, and He still controls all things!  The Lord had told Peter in John 21:18, that he would be an old man, and Peter put his faith in the Word of God.  Faith in God's Word always brings peace!  Even though Peter could not see the future, he could see the One Who holds the future!  Standing on the Promises is more than just a song we sing.
Acts 12:7, “And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon him, and a light shined in the prison: and he smote Peter on the side, and raised him up, saying, Arise up quickly. And his chains fell off from his hands.”

Angels were the “old time alarm clocks.”  Angels are still alive today as we are still in a spiritual battle today.  Sinners are awakened by the “kick of life.”  When hard times come, people are ready to talk about the gospel.
Acts 12:8, “And the angel said unto him, Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals. And so he did. And he saith unto him, Cast thy garment about thee, and follow me.”

Even though Peter could not break the chains, there was something he could do!  If we will do what we can do, God will do the rest.  We cannot open the cell doors, but we can put on our shoes.  We cannot open people's hearts, but we can put on our shoes and go and tell the good news.  God nor angels will do for us what we can do for ourselves.  In order to be saved, you must obey God's command to receive His Son Jesus.  In order to receive His blessings, we must continue to obey Him.

Notice - God allowed time for little things.  Once Peter's chains were removed, he was to get busy.  Once our chains have been removed, we too should be busy in the Lord's work.
Acts 12:9, 10, “And he went out, and followed him; and wist not that it was true which was done by the angel; but thought he saw a vision. 10.  When they were past the first and the second ward, they came unto the iron gate that leadeth unto the city; which opened to them of his own accord: and they went out, and passed on through one street; and forthwith the angel departed from him.”

Peter thought he was seeing things.  It was still dark and he thought he was having a dream.  They did not fight the soldiers - the soldiers were asleep.  Ours is not a fleshly battle, but a spiritual.  God has the keys to all the locks!
Acts 12:11, “And when Peter was come to himself, he said, Now I know of a surety, that the Lord hath sent his angel, and hath delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and from all the expectation of the people of the Jews.”

Peter realized this was not a dream.  As we were brought from the prison of sin, now we must take the next step in our Christian lives - baptism, church membership, tithing, witnessing, teaching, etc.  What is your next step?  Have you taken it?
Acts 12:12, “And when he had considered the thing, he came to the house of Mary the mother of John, whose surname was Mark; where many were gathered together praying.”

The Salvation of the Sinner
1.  The sinner is trapped by the devil in prison - : 4.

2.  He is appointed to die - : 4.

3.  He is asleep to spiritual things and he is bound - :6.

4.  He needs light and deliverance - :7.

5.  Immediate salvation is available to him - :7.

6.  After salvation, he is to put on the armor of God and follow Christ - :7, 8.

7.  He is to come to himself - see what God has done in his life - :11.

8.  He is to make a public profession - :17.

9.  He is to go to the meetings, prayer meetings, etc.
Notice - They were having a prayer meeting at Mary's house!  Peter knew what to expect at her house.  Mary was the mother of Mark.  God had ordained a work for all to do - be it a mother, or a preacher of the gospel.  That which is our lot in life, let us do it with all our might.
Acts 12:13, 14, “And as Peter knocked at the door of the gate, a damsel came to hearken, named Rhoda. 14.  And when she knew Peter's voice, she opened not the gate for gladness, but ran in, and told how Peter stood before the gate.”

Only one person in the prayer meeting is named Rhoda.  Her name means “ROSE.”  The Bible says she was a damsel = just a servant girl.  This is the type God is more prone to use.  God uses anyone available to him - I Corinthians 1:26-29.  Rhoda ran and told the good news of Peter's release.
Acts 12:15, “And they said unto her, Thou art mad. But she constantly affirmed that it was even so. Then said they, It is his angel.”

Upon hearing that Peter was at the door, unbelief and doubt sprang up.  When we pray, we must pray in faith.  If there were no doubt and there were 100% sure of our results, then our prayers would not be in faith.  Faith + Doubt = Faith!  If we can see, hear, touch, taste, smell - there is no need of faith.  Faith is depending on God!

Rhoda stood for what she knew was true, even though no one else believed her.  She was consistent.  This is what helped break down the barriers of doubt.  When we live a consistent Christian life before the world, their doubts will dissolve.

Acts 12:16, “But Peter continued knocking: and when they had opened the door, and saw him, they were astonished.”

They were surprised when their prayers were answered.  Perhaps they were praying that Peter would not deny his Lord again, not for his deliverance, thus being surprised at his release.  Even though we are slow to believe, God still works in wonderful ways!
Acts 12:17, “But he, beckoning unto them with the hand to hold their peace, declared unto them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison. And he said, Go shew these things unto James, and to the brethren. And he departed, and went into another place.”

Praying for Others - how?  As you would want them to pray for you if the situation was reversed!  
1.  Grace - to bear up.

2.  Opportunity - to witness for Jesus.

3.  God's protection and provision.

4.  God's wisdom.
5.  Deliverance and healing.
Exit Peter - to another place.  Where are you going Peter?  If people leave the church and go to another place, pray for them.  Realize we will answer for ourselves.  Peter may come to sleep have left with the Holy Spirit to write I, II Peter.  It's easy to point a finger at others.  However, Peter's ministry was not finished.  God still has use for Peter = us too!
Acts 12:18, “Now as soon as it was day, there was no small stir among the soldiers, what was become of Peter.”

The rude awakening!

Acts 12:19, “And when Herod had sought for him, and found him not, he examined the keepers, and commanded that they should be put to death. And he went down from Judaea to Caesarea, and there abode.”

If a prisoner escapes, the guard would have detected prisoner's place!  Error did not believe in miracles, and therefore murder regards.

Peter's freedom came at the expense of 16 other men!

Illustration - America's freedom came at the expense of others!

Illustration - Salvation, freedom from the punishment of sin, came at the expense of Jesus!
Acts 12:20, “And Herod was highly displeased with them of Tyre and Sidon: but they came with one accord to him, and, having made Blastus the king's chamberlain their friend, desired peace; because their country was nourished by the king's country.”

Harry was displeased with Tyre and Sidon because of their actions toward his government - they were rebelling.  Herod had the power to cut off their supplies.  The people exalted him for that reason - to keep their supplies coming in.  However, we should always do right regardless of the outcome.  We should depend on God to meet our needs, not other kings!  We do not get true peace by making friends with the wrong crowd.  Herod did not know who his true friends were.

Acts 12:21, “And upon a set day Herod, arrayed in royal apparel, sat upon his throne, and made an oration unto them.”

Herod was his own god as he lived for praise and pleasure.  The artificial light have been pressing people is simple idolatry.  Usually when we try to impress others, we don't.
Acts 12:22, “And the people gave a shout, saying, it is the voice of a god, and not of a man.”

The people were trying to get what they wanted through flattery.  Herod exalted himself and stood in God's place accepting worship and honor.  The people worshiped him for economic reasons, picturing the Antichrist.  Herod did not rebuke them!
Temporary pleasures - popularity, power, materialism, etc.  Now Herod must face eternity empty-handed and without God!
Acts 12:23, “And immediately the angel of the Lord smote him, because he gave not God the glory: and he was eaten of worms, and gave up the ghost.”

The end of the opposition - James 1:15!  When the world attacks the apple of God's eye, judgment is sure - Romans 12:19-21!  God will deal with our enemies.
Acts 12:24, “But the word of God grew and multiplied.”

The Word lives, it grows, multiplies, it is the seed that bears fruit.  God turns tribulation into blessing.  The church progresses in spite of persecution - Romans 8:28, Heb. 4:16!  When we have courage and stand for the Lord, we show that we can die for the Lord, and that we can live for the Lord!
Acts 12:25, “And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem, when they had fulfilled their ministry, and took with them John, whose surname was Mark.”

The Christians were confident see God subdue their enemies.  Introduce Mark - Mark was Barnabas' nephew.  He is the Mark that wrote the Gospel of Mark.  Once that mission was fulfilled, they went to the next one.

LESSONS
1.  Do not forget Herod - the devil uses any means he can to attack the church.
2.  Satan still trembles when he sees the weakest saint upon their knees in prayer to God.
3.  When Satan wanted to hinder the work of Christ, he went after Peter and James.

      Question - Am I the kind of Christian Satan wants to attack?
4.  God will do the impossible when we have done the possible.

5.  God's power comes through the door of a praying church.
6.  God hates pride and will not allow another to take His glory.
7.  James is dead, but God's work continues.  God's Word will never fail.

8.  Prayer and the Word are the only two weapons we have that can defeat Satan.

9.  Prayer brings light into the darkest prisons.

10.  We all have an appointed time to leave this earth.

11.  God is greater than any king - I John 4:4!

12.  No iron is too hard, and no stone nor bolt too strong for God.  Impossible
       situations are no problem with God - Luke 1:37.

13.  Believe God even when the circumstances seem impossible.

14.  Do what you can where you are and God will take care of the rest.

15.  Prayer gets the job done.

16.  With the Lord's help, trials and troubles can be turned into opportunities for the Lord.

17.  You will reap what you sow - Galatians 6:7.
PAGE  
97

