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THE  BOOK  OF  ACTS

Chapter 10
REVIEW
1.  The theme of the book of Acts is “Winning the _____?  (Lost)

2.  On the Day of Pentecost, how many were saved?  (3000)

3.  The key verse of the book of Acts is_____?  (Acts 1:8)

4.  Peter used the Keys to the Kingdom how many times?  (3)

5.  The first use was in the city of_____ and to the nation of_____?  (Jerusalem, Israel)

6.  The second use was to the_____ people?  (Samaritan)

7.  Who preached to the Samaritans?  (Philip)

Acts Chapter 10
Acts chapter 10 deals with the opening of the door of the gospel to the Gentiles.  This will be Peter's third and final use of the keys in - Matthew 16:19.  This chapter is about 10 years after Pentecost.  (1st use of the keys - Acts 2:22 +.  2nd use - Acts 8:17)
Acts 10:1, “There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the Italian band.”
CORNELIUS
1.  He was a Centurion - and officer in the Roman army in charge of 100 men.  (He was a
     somebody)

2.  Italian.
3.  Of the Italian band - a band of soldiers was about 555 infantrymen, and 66 Calvary
     men.  Some bands were as big as 1105 infantrymen and 132 Calvary men.

(Philip also lived in Caesarea)

Cornelius - was a Latin name signifying that he was a Gentile.
Acts 10:2, “A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God alway.”
Cornelius
1.  Centurion.
2.  Italian / Italian band.

3.  Devout - pious, Godly, very religious and sincere.  (He worshiped according to the
     light he had)
4.  Feared God - Proverbs 7:13 - he hated evil.

5.  His home was in order.

6.  He gave much alms - unselfish, had his heart in his work, was a good steward, had
     proved of his love for God.

7.  Saw visions - : 3.

8.  Was obedient to the visions - :7, 8.

9.  Had a good reputation - :22.

10.  He was not satisfied with his religion.

11.  He worshiped Peter - :25.

12.  He fasted and prayed - :30.

13.  He was a righteous man that wanted to do right - :22 (JUST)

14.  He saw an angel - :30.

15.  He prayed - :2 - Supplicated Continually.

16.  He was conscious of the fact that he was not right with God and his good works did
       not make him so.

17.  He was a model citizen - :22.

18.  He was seeking the truth and was open to it = teachable.

19.  He was willing to make the necessary changes.

20.  He did the best he could - Romans 3:23 - that was not good enough.

21.  He had everything but------------------ salvation!

22.  He was lost - Acts 11:14.

LESSONS
1.  The idea that one religion is as good as another is completely false.  There is no salvation apart from faith in Jesus Christ!  Without Jesus there is no hope!  And Jesus plus anything is not salvation - tongues, baptism, etc.

2.  Many devout religious people are headed for hell!
Acts 10:3, “He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour of the day an angel of God coming in to him, and saying unto him, Cornelius.”
Visions - Signs and wonders were for the transition period - from the kingdom to the church.  We do not need visions, signs, and wonders today to confirm God's Word.  Anyone who needs more than the written word is either a babe in Christ (modern day charismatic movement, tongues speakers, snake handlers, holy rollers, healers, and Satan worshipers).
Romans 10:17 - Faith comes by HEARING!  Not SEEING!

Illustration - In John 11 - Lazarus was raised from the dead.  Many saw this and did not believe.
9th hour = 3:00 p.m.  The Jewish hour of prayer adopted by Cornelius.

Acts 10:4, “And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto him, Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God.”
“Lord” - not as in “Lord Jesus,” but as Sarah called Abraham “lord.”   9small L) This word is equal to our modern-day word, “Sir.”  (Abraham did not sit around in a T-shirt with a can of beer in his hand, flipping ashes on the while floor watching TV.  What Godly woman would respect a 2nd class bum like that?)
Acts 10:5, 6, “And now send men to Joppa, and call for one Simon, whose surname is Peter: 6.  He lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, whose house is by the sea side: he shall tell thee what thou oughtest to do.”
God had a message for Cornelius to hear and the message had to be delivered by human lips.  This is God's method.
LESSON - God is a God of the message and the method!

Why send for Peter?  Did not Philip live close by?  Yes but Peter had the keys to the gospel door - Matthew 16:19.

God knows where - Joppa, who - Peter, what he is doing - lodging with Simon, Simon's occupation - tanner, where Simon lives - by the seaside (Maybe Peter stayed with him so he could go fishing?)
The angel did not tell Cornelius about Jesus.  That is our job!  The angel brought instructions.  We can have clear leading as to what the will of God is for our lives as well!

TELL THEE - Romans 10:17!

“OUGHTEST” - Must!
Acts 10:7, 8, “And when the angel which spake unto Cornelius was departed, he called two of his household servants, and a devout soldier of them that waited on him continually; 8.  And when he had declared all these things unto them, he sent them to Joppa.”
He immediately obeyed the word of the Lord!  (Hesitation is a form of rebellion.)  Salvation depends on your response to the gospel!
Peter was a devout Jew and was familiar with the Ceremonial Laws- Leviticus 11:2-27, Deuteronomy 14:3-20.  Peter knew the law and kept it - John 14:15.  Again, the spirit controlled the flesh = character.

When the Gentiles are given the gospel, THEY partook of the blessings of God's elect people Israel.  They were allowed to join the “exclusive group.”
Many reverse the roles and say Israel became Gentiles and that the law was done away with.

Illustration - The umbrella of the law.  We as Gentiles were invited under the law, we were engrafted in the vine - Ephesians 2:11-22.

Those that say, “We are under grace, not law,” are the abortion crowd, cocktail sipping, tobacco sucking, movie going, worldlings who “Sin that grace may abound.”  Rom. 6:1.

Question - Are we still under the law?  You be the judge!  The law says, “Thou shalt not kill.”  Is it OK to kill?  Steal?  Lie?  Bow to idols?  Commit adultery?  Are we still under the law?

The purpose of the law is to show the Lord we love Him - John 14:15.  The law never did save, nor will it ever save!  The law that used to condemn me to hell, now drives me to Jesus, and protects me from sin after I go to Jesus.

Is a “legalist” someone who keeps the law?  No, a legalist is one of ads something to salvation.  Salvation + anything is a legalist!  Those who keep His Commandments (not those under Ceremonial Law - Colossians 2:16) show their love for the Master. 
Acts 10:14, “But Peter said, Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten any thing that is common or unclean.”
There ought to be some, I HAVE NEVER's in our lives!  Just because we are not under the Ceremonial Law does not mean we should not live right.  Peter was a strict law keeper.  He lived a separated, clean, moral life.  He had a clean record.  Peter tried to justify his disobedience to the clear command of the Lord.  God never tells anyone to do anything contrary to the Scriptures!  (Ceremonial law is gone!)
Acts 10:15, “And the voice spake unto him again the second time, What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common.”
There is no more Ceremonial Law.  Anyone could have what the Jews had without sacrifices, priests, circumcision, etc.
Acts 10:16, “This was done thrice: and the vessel was received up again into heaven.”
What was once forbidden to eaten now is commanded to be.  Is there a contradiction?  No, the unclean animals were under Ceremonial Law which Jesus nailed to the cross.

The Laws in Effect Today Are the
1.  Moral laws - these deal with crimes against God.

2.  Civil laws - these deal with crimes against people.
3.  Personal laws - these deal with crimes against the body.  It is true the body is the

     temple of the Holy Spirit.  Nothing should be eaten or drank that harms and hinders,

     and makes us unfit for the Spirit's use (this has nothing to do with salvation).

4.  Separation the laws - these deal with worldliness and false religions.

(5.  Ceremonial laws - deal with animal sacrifices, priests - pictures of Jesus' crucifixion)
Acts 10:17, “Now while Peter doubted in himself what this vision which he had seen should mean, behold, the men which were sent from Cornelius had made inquiry for Simon's house, and stood before the gate.”
Peter doubted - All of us have doubts.  What you do with the doubts is what counts!  He went ahead and served God anyway.  Later, he learned and understood the vision fully.
Acts 10:18, “And called, and asked whether Simon, which was surnamed Peter, were lodged there.”
When the Holy Spirit leads you to witness to someone, you can be sure He has been busy preparing their hearts to hear your witness.
Acts 10:19, “While Peter thought on the vision, the Spirit said unto him, Behold, three men seek thee.”
Notice the intimacy between them and the Holy Spirit!  They knew each other.  The Holy Spirit speaks to us through the word of God now.  Illustration - “He spoke to me!”  “Did He?  What does His voice sound like?  Is it high or deep?  Does He talks slow or fast?”  No, you probably had too many onions on your pizza before bedtime last night!
Acts 10:20, “Arise therefore, and get thee down, and go with them, doubting nothing: for I have sent them.”
Doubting Nothing - “I, the Holy Spirit, am leading you, and this is God's will for you to go with these men.  This is a Divine appointment from God.  Go without prejudice!”
Acts 10:21, “Then Peter went down to the men which were sent unto him from Cornelius; and said, Behold, I am he whom ye seek: what is the cause wherefore ye are come?”
“CAUSE” - They were not on an errand, but lived for a cause!  When winning the lost becomes a cause among God's people, revival will sweep across America like wildfire!
Acts 10:22, “And they said, Cornelius the centurion, a just man, and one that feareth God, and of good report among all the nation of the Jews, was warned from God by an holy angel to send for thee into his house, and to hear words of thee.”
Cornelius - had a good report from the Jews.  (Usually, Rome and everyone that worked for Rome persecuted Jews)  Cornelius helped them and had their respect.  However, he was warned from God.  Though he was religious, he was still bound for hell, unless he was saved God's way!

Cornelius wanted WORDS!  (John 5:24, 6:63).  Peter was not to show signs, wonders, or to work miracles, or to speak in tongues - just simply give the WORDS of salvation!
Acts 10:23, “Then called he them in, and lodged them. And on the morrow Peter went away with them, and certain brethren from Joppa accompanied him.”
Hospitality - Peter put them up for the night.

Can the Gentiles really get saved?  Peter takes 6 witnesses with him - a total of 10 men traveling.  Peter obeyed, even though he did not fully understand.

TEN - in the Bible = Divine order, nothing wanting, perfection, the whole is complete.  Some tens in the Bible - Noah was the 10th generation; there were 10 Commandments; the tithe is 1/10th of our income; there were 10 plagues in Egypt; 10 kingdoms in Daniel; 10 toes; 10 horns; 10 virgins; fire fell from heaven 10 times in the Bible, etc.
Acts 10:24, “And the morrow after they entered into Caesarea. And Cornelius waited for them, and had called together his kinsmen and near friends.”
Cornelius waited (patients) however, he was not idle!  While you are waiting on God, get busy!  Are you burdened enough about others to take action?

Cornelius expected their coming and prepared for it.  If we expect Jesus' coming, then we will prepare for it!  Question - If Jesus told you that He was coming tonight, and for you to contact all those you have to led to the Lord in the past 5 years, how long would it take you to notify them?

Acts 10:25, “And as Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him, and fell down at his feet, and worshipped him.”
Cornelius - worshiped Peter as Deity.  Peter did not accept this worship!  (The last one who did ended up in a lion's den - Daniel 2:46, also see Acts 12:22, 23).

Peter was not the first Pope and would not accept worship!  Yet Jesus never rebuked anyone for this - Matthew 2:11, 9:18, 14:33, 15:25, 28:9!  Why?  BECAUSE HE IS DEITY!

Peter was not looking to make a name for himself nor to be worshiped.  If worshiping Peter did no good here, how can praying to images of him or other saints do any good?

The FALSE church will accept worship and TRUE church will point worshipers to Jesus!  Peter knew he was just a man.  He knew he was not perfect and that he had a few things hanging over his head like denying Jesus 3 times, and being called Satan by the Lord Jesus Himself - Matthew 16:23, or being married - Matthew 8:14, etc.
Acts 10:26, “But Peter took him up, saying, Stand up; I myself also am a man.”
If you do not worship God, you will worship man!  If it walks, then, it is a sinner!  Peter put into practice the lesson he had learned from the vision, that all are the same!  The ground is level at the cross!  As the “first Pope” was just a man, so is the present pope - JUST A MAN!
Acts 10:27, “And as he talked with him, he went in, and found many that were come together.”
Peter went to Cornelius' home.  How do you get the gospel to every home?  You take it there one door and a time!  When Peter got there, he found a preacher's dream - a room full of spiritually hungry people!
Acts 10:28, “And he said unto them, Ye know how that it is an unlawful thing for a man that is a Jew to keep company, or come unto one of another nation; but God hath shewed me that I should not call any man common or unclean.”
Peter was prejudiced, still clinging to the Ceremonial Law.  We do not have to become a Jew to become a Christian.

Peter lived a separated life - there were places that he would not go, and people he would not associate with.

No one is excluded from the gospel!

Acts 10:29, “Therefore came I unto you without gainsaying, as soon as I was sent for: I ask therefore for what intent ye have sent for me?”
This is faith in action!  Obedience!  Immediate service!  When the Lord calls upon us to do something for Him, do it as Peter and do it immediately.

“GAINSAYING” - Back talk or Excuses.
Acts 10:30, “And Cornelius said, Four days ago I was fasting until this hour; and at the ninth hour I prayed in my house, and, behold, a man stood before me in bright clothing.”
Notice - angels are winless males - in appearance!  See - Mark 16:5, Acts 1:10, 11.

Cornelius fasted 4 days in a row (he had not been converted into being a Baptist yet!)
Acts 10:31, “And said, Cornelius, thy prayer is heard, and thine alms are had in remembrance in the sight of God.”
Good works did not make Cornelius right in the sight of God!
Acts 10:32, “Send therefore to Joppa, and call hither Simon, whose surname is Peter; he is lodged in the house of one Simon a tanner by the sea side: who, when he cometh, shall speak unto thee.”
Simon - LESSON - You are known by what you do.

Peter - came to SPEAK - not to lay hands on someone, show signs, speak in unknown tongues, miracles, healings, etc.
Acts 10:33, “Immediately therefore I sent to thee; and thou hast well done that thou art come. Now therefore are we all here present before God, to hear all things that are commanded thee of God.”
The Model Congregation - All present, all wanted to hear the Word, all listened, all believed, and all obeyed!  Model Preacher - Preached the truth.  Cornelius wanted his family to know the truth!  He was prepared to hear the message.
Acts 10:34, “Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons.”
Peter opened his mouth!  This is how we are to serve the Lord - telling others about Him with our mouths - Ezekiel 3:17-19.  God is no respecter of persons.  God has no reward for the might, intelligence, prestige, power, or wealth of an individual - not their characteristics but what they do with them.

Outline of Peter's Sermon

1.  God is no respecter of persons - : 34.

2.  The death of Jesus - : 39.

3.  The resurrection of Jesus - : 40.
4.  Through His name, whosoever believeth in Him shall receive remission of sins - : 43.
Acts 10:35, “But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him.”
HE - Individual accountability to God!
Acts 10:36, “The word which God sent unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of all:)”
PEACE BY JESUS - not religion!  Illustration - “I believe Mohammed”.  “Yes, but when you lay down at night, there is no peace in your heart, mind, or soul.”
When Jesus saves you, Jesus is Lord over ALL - that you let Him be Lord over!  In areas of life where YOU are lord are areas of idolatry!  As we grow in our Christian life, we surrender more and more areas to His Lordship.
Acts 10:37, “That word, I say, ye know, which was published throughout all Judaea, and began from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached.”
The baptism that John preached was not salvation through baptism, but identification through baptism.  We are identified with Christ in baptism as Jesus was identified with Israel through baptism, and was made known to them - John 1:15-34.
Acts 10:38, “How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.”
Jesus was known for what He did!  When you are TRULY anointed with the Holy Spirit, you will go about doing good.  (NOT - falling on the floor and foaming at the mouth…)  God is with us alway - Matthew 28:19, 20.
Acts 10:39, “And we are witnesses of all things which he did both in the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom they slew and hanged on a tree.”
Witnesses - of what we have seen, heard, know.  Of the death, burial, resurrection, and whosoever will!

LESSON - God works through human channels = we are His conduits.  You never know who has been praying and seeking.
Acts 10:40, 41, “Him God raised up the third day, and shewed him openly; 41.  Not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before of God, even to us, who did eat and drink with him after he rose from the dead.”
The theme of Peter's preaching is the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ!

We will eat and drink with Him at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb!
Acts 10:42, “And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to testify that it is he which was ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and dead.”
Commanded to PREACH!  Proclaimed the good news of salvation!

“JUDGE” - This is proof of the Deity of Christ.  By cross-referencing, this proves that Jesus is Jehovah God.  The Lord of - Judges 11:27, is Jehovah God.  Jesus is the Judge - and therefore Jehovah God!  Also see - I Corinthians 4:5, II Corinthians 5:10.
Acts 10:43, “To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins.”
All the prophets of the Old Testament agreed that Messiah would come, and that He would bless and save the people, and through Him they would receive remission of sins - Isaiah 53:1-12.
A universal invitation - WHOSOEVER believeth would receive immediate forgiveness of sins!
Acts 10:44, “While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word.”
“WORDS” - Entrance of the Word brings light, which brings life.  They were converted in response to hearing the Word!  They were saved in the house - not in a church building.  And there was no song of invitation, prayers, laying on of hands, visions, words of knowledge, unknown tongues, etc.  The Holy Spirit interrupted Peter's sermon - he preached enough to get them saved!  Death, burial, resurrection, and whosoever will - is enough!  Our job is to deliver the message and the Holy Spirit's job is to perform the miracle.
Acts 10:45, “And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost.”
“ASTONISHED” - They were surprised that the Gentiles got saved!  They still did not believe the Gentiles could be saved without becoming Jewish.

There is a disturbance in the audience and the Lord gives the invitation before anyone can find page 306 in the songbook.
Acts 10:46, “For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter,”
TONGUES - but not “Unknown” tongues!  The word for “tongues” means “languages.”  Cornelius was Italian and spoke in a known language.  Tongues is for a sign to the unbelieving Jews - I Corinthians 14:22.  They did not believe the gospel was for the Gentiles and this was God's way of telling them that the gospel was for everyone!

When they spoke in tongues, they magnified God!  Not blab, blab - it was given for the benefit of the Jewish believers to show them that there was no difference now between them and the Gentiles, as far as salvation goes.

When you are saved, you will use your tongue to glorify God, not gossip!  What better way to glorify God than to tell of the story of Jesus?
Acts 10:47, “Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?”
They received what the Jews received - Salvation by grace through faith in Jesus alone!
Acts 10:48, “And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days.”
Baptism is commanded, yet not done by Peter.  They were baptized because they were ALREADY saved.  Note the order - hear, believe, receive, baptism, unite with other believers.

Baptism is commanded in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - Mt. 28:19, 20.
1.  The Father is Lord - Jude 5.

2.  Jesus is Lord - Philippians 2:11.

3.  The Holy Spirit is Lord - Acts 21:11, II Corinthians 3:17.
LESSONS
1.  None of the conversions of nation were the same - Jews, Samaritans, Gentiles.  Some 

     were with tongues, others with laying on of hands, baptism, etc.
2.  We are God's messengers - we all have a “Cornelius” to go and preach Jesus to!

3.  There is no salvation apart from Jesus - John 3:16;  10:9; 14:6, Acts 4:12.

4.  People must have someone to tell them how to be saved.  Most people who go to hell
     are religious, but it never heard a clear presentation of the gospel.  Most, if given a
     chance to hear the truth, will accept it.

5.  Religious unsaved people have a form of godliness but deny the power of thereof.

6.  Israel is God's instrument for bringing the gospel to the world.  Maybe this is the
     reason for their prejudice against Gentiles?

7.  Cornelius did not keep the light to himself - he wanted all he knew to know the saving
     power of Jesus!

8.  Cornelius was humble enough to be taught.
9.  Faith is expressed in works - James 2:18.  Cornelius was ahead of the average
     American “Christian” in his works.

10.  The ground is level at the cross!  There are no superior races and no inferior races.

11.  When you follow your conscience, it leads you straight to Jesus!

12.  God will give you all an opportunity to be saved.  What you do with the opportunity
       when you get it is another story.

13.  Everyone is a mission field or a missionary.

14.  He is a fool who thinks that a cocktail sipping, tobacco sucking, robe wearing
       heathen is a “holy father!”  What man with any sense would bow down at  the feet of
       any man and worship him with such titles as “holy father” and “worshipful master?”
       21st Century American have been out of the jungle long enough to know better!
15.  Men are saved before they are baptized, and saved without sacraments or good works

       of any kind!

16.  We are saved by works - Jesus' works, not ours!

17.  God is not a respecter of persons.  He will save anyone, used anyone, and bless

       anyone.

18.  Do not let doubts stop you from serving the Lord.  Do not let doubts stop you from

       obeying the Lord!
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